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Faith in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ is one of the central doctrines of
Christianity. The life, liturgy, creeds, and day-
to-day faith of Christians prove this point.

To believe in the resurrection is more than
simply accepting that God will raise the dead.
It means believing in Jesus' Resurrection. And
that means believing that Jesus is now Lord,
and now offers us to share of risen life. To truly
believe in Jesus' resurrection is to perceive it
as the central reality on which we build our
lives. And to do that make us Christians.

Fr. Ignatius Puthiyadam says: "In order to
be convinced of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, the same Holy Spirit has to instil into us
a spark of faith and a share in the new life.
What is important is to be inserted into the risen
life of Jesus and to be transformed by its power.

What do we mean when we say that Jesus
israised from the dead? It means that the death
of Jesus was not the end of his story. He
continues to live with us and for us. The
resurrection of Jesus has great significance for
our lives. The risen Jesus is the source of our
life. To borrow St. Paul's expression, Jesus who
suffered, died and rose from the dead, has
become "a life-giving Spirit" (cf. I Cor 15:45).
Through baptism we are united to Christ as
branches to the vine. It is the link with the vine

Lthat guarantees the branches life, growth and

Shepherd's
Voice

development. Even soitis the vital communion
with the risen Jesus that gives us the guarantee
of our own resurrection and life.

Even though it is baptism that establishes the
vital link between the Christian and the risen
Lord, it is Eucharist that makes the baptismal
life grow and fructify. Every worthy reception
of the Eucharistic Lord gives us a greater share
in his Easter life.

The risen Lord is also our source of joy. A
number of things can destroy our joy:
meaninglessness, suffering, pain and fear of
death. The risen Jesus teaches us how to live
and how to die. For life and death and life
beyond death, the model for the Christian is
Jesus. By his death and resurrection, Jesus has
destroyed the sting and power of death (cf. I
Cor 15:55-56)and given us meaning and hope.
He tells us: "Do not be afraid, I am the first and
the last, the one who lives. Once I was dead,
but not I am alive forever and ever. I hold the
keys to death and the netherworld" (Rev 1:17-
18).

When we abandon sin and selfishness and
live and die for others, we participate in the
mystery of Christ's resurrection and fulfill its
purpose: "He indeed died for all, so that those
who live might no longer live for themselves but
for him who for their sake died and was raised"
(2 Cor 5:15). y
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I would like to conclude this meditation with
the words of Fr. George Maloney: "The miracle
of the resurrection is happening at every
moment of our lives, as we are open to God's
Word speaking in his creative act of raising us
up to new levels of sharing in his resurrectional,
transforming love. .. Aslong as we love another,
Christ is more completely being risen and

manifested in power and glory on this earth" A
I wish you a glorious Easter and new life in
abundance!

i
—f Il ]

\‘r’

*H Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)
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Traveling to Kerala

Funeral of Fr. Mathew Thundiyil
Return to Agra

Recollection & Chrism Mass

23 Holy Mass: UMI, Greater Noida
Holy Mass: St. Fidelis Church, Aligarh
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ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (APRIL, 2022)

24 Ordination of Dn. Kulkant & Dn. Sachit

28 Traveling to Pondicherry

29 Installation Ceremony of the New
Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Francis Kalist

30 Return to Agra
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'I love you and will pray for you from Heaven'

The phone rang
repeatedly. Taking it to be
i an emergency, | answered
and the voice at the other
end said, "Rekha, Sr.
Lilly is very serious. She
. can die any moment.
e l Before that she wants to
talk to you."

Sr. Lilly was my Superior in one of the
Communities years back while I was a junior
Sister and she was one of those persons who
simply loved me, selflessly, unconditionally and
very fondly.

Immediately I turned on the video call and
saw beloved Sr. Lilly on the hospital bed, with
nasal cannula, breathing with great un-ease. She
looked at me and mumbled a wonderful
promise, ""Rekha, I love you, and I will pray

for you from heaven''!

I was totally stunned and speechless! I have
heard that as the body shuts down, most of the
dying persons lose interest in people around
them and just withdraw. How could this lady
lying in deep pain and agony, almost at the verge
of death, be so thoughtful and altruistic...
unless it was the power of His Resurrection!
She didn't ask for prayers, rather she promised
her prayerful support from heaven! She
reminded me of Jesus, who, before His death
on the Cross, out of His great love, prayed for
His disciples in John 17. 'The height of
Love'...that promises support and
accompaniment, not only on earth, but
beyond it!

That same evening, Sr. Lilly breathed her last
and for sure, was with Her Risen Lord in

Heaven, showering blessings upon us, her loved
ones, from above!

Friends, when we know who we are and
whom we belong to, when we realize we're
full of Resurrection Power, we won't live
intimidated, thinking, "Oh, this problem is too
big". No, we'll put our shoulders back knowing
that the same power that raised Christ from the
dead lives on the inside of us.

A missionary shared about a dream that he
had. In this dream he saw himself standing in a
large room. At the other end of the room, Satan
himself was standing there staring at him very
evilly. This terrible gaze was holding him captive.
He tried again and again to break free and get
out of the room but he couldn't move. He was
totally paralyzed. The more he tried, the more
he struggled, the more Satan would sarcastically
laugh. In the dream, he was so afraid that he
couldn't pray, he couldn't quote a scripture,
couldn't remember anything. He was frozen stiff,
held hostage by these evil glaring eyes.

Then all of a sudden, Jesus stepped into the
room and walked right between the two men.
Jesus was facing Satan with his back to this
man. Jesus started backing up. The man said,
"No, Jesus. Don't back up. You're not afraid
of Satan". But Jesus kept backing up and
backing up until he got right in front of this man.
There was nowhere else to go. Butin his dream,
Jesus took another step backwards and he
stepped into the man. Jesus' arms went into
his arms. Jesus'legs into his legs. Jesus'torso
into his torso.When Jesus completely
disappeared into him, the missionary saw himself
lift his hand and point at Satan and Satan
immediately fell to the ground and he gloriously
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walked out of that room.

Now we may not feel powerful but we've
got to know that the most powerful force in
the universe is on the inside of us. At the
name of Jesus, the Scripture says, everything
has to bow. We don't have anything to be afraid
of.

The Scripture says, "To be absent from the
body is to be present with the Lord". When
there comes our time to go, we'll breathe one
final breath but that's not the end. Our next
breath, we'll be more alive than ever, breathing
heavenly air, at a place where there is no pain,
no sickness and no sorrow. We can say with
the apostle Paul, ""Oh death, where is your
victory? Oh grave, where is your sting''?
We know we have resurrection power. We
know those that are for us are greater than those
that are against us. We know our enemy has
been eternally defeated.

EASTER challenges us;"Put your

shoulders back. Hold your head up high. You
are not weak, intimidated or helpless. The
same power that raised Christ from the dead
lives on the inside of you. If you'll rise up
and tap into this power;because He lives,
you too will live an abundant, overcoming,
faith-filled, victorious life. In Jesus' name."
Amen!

HE IS ALIVE and we are full of
'RESURRECTION POWER''BLESSED
EASTER!

Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, G. Noida

a w Team Agradiance
LR Y wishes its writers and
- readers a very Happy
" Easter. May the Risen

Lord Bless you with
His Peace, Love & Joy.
— Editor
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Eastern Perspective on Synodality

Introduction - The
' Catholic Church is the
!l communion of 24 Individual
" | Churches. Synodality is based
- on processes of listening,
dialogue and community
discernment in which every
person can participates and contribute. Ecumenical
councils, regional or provincial synods, eparchial
assemblies were held throughout the centuries.
According to Robert Barren, "There is a
distinction to be made between synodality, which
is concept, meaning the synergy between the
authority of Bishops and the Holy Spirit poured
out on the whole Church and the synodal structure,
which is institution formed give concrete
articulation and workability to the concept."

1. Synod of Bishops - Inspired by the apostolic
council of Jerusalem, synods and assemblies
developed in the early Church, especially when the
Church was confronted with serious problems that
could not be resolved by "a single bishop. Synod
of Bishops who have been chosen from different
regions and meet together at fixed times to foster
closer unity between the Roman Pontiff and
Bishops, to assist the Roman Pontiff with their
counsel in preservation and growth of faith and
morals" (CIC 1983, Canon 342).

2. Eparchial Assembly - Eparchial Assembly
is viewed as an effective and excellent means of
participation of all the Christian faithful in the
governance of the local Church particularly in
evolving pastoral policies and programmes with
the binding force of law. "In the eastern Churches,
a parallel institute to the Diocesan Synod is the
Eparchial Assembly which is periodically convened
at the discretion of the eparch to advise him on

matters of importance for the eparchy (CCEO,
CC 235-242)."

3. Local Assembly - The Carmelite
missionary Paulino, affirms: "Because there were
not enough Bishops in the early Indian context, a
provincial synod was not practicable. As aresult,
the Indian Eastern Church of St. Thomas evolved
its own quasi-synodal structure known as
palliyogam or church-assembly, which had most
of the powers of the previous provincial synods
except for the election of bishops."

However, synodality was practiced in the
Church. As Vatican II puts it, the Church is the
People of God (LG ch.2). It highlights the equality
of the members of the Church. Every baptized
person participates in the royal priesthood and has
a prophetic mission to listen to the prompting of the
Holy Spirit and act accordingly. This was practiced
by the Indian Eastern Church in its real spirit.

In the eastern Churches in India, there were
three kinds of church assemblies that put into
practice the synodality of the Church: the
pallyogam, the desiya yogam and the maha
yogam.

Pallyogam - The palliyogam was made up
of clergy and the lay people who had equal rights
and responsibilities. It was a meeting of the heads
of Christian families and parish priest, usually
presided over by the senior priest. Within the
parish, this assembly had legislative, administrative,
and judicial rights. Each parish autonomous and
self-sufficient in the sense that its assembly had
complete control over the acquisition and
disposition of property, the selection and training
of candidates for the priesthood, the maintenance
of priests, deacons and seminarians, the
administration of temporal goods and the vigilance
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over the parish's entire ecclesial and spiritual life.
Priests were ordained for the parish, not for the
diocese. Public delinquents and sinners could be
excommunicated by the assembly. Yogam's
approach did not allow for either clericalism or
lay monopoly. Cooperation between the clergy
and the lay was the practical formula.

Desiya yogam- It was a conference of priests
and representatives of the Christian faithful from
at least four parishes in a region. A yogam like
this was frequently convened for the administration
of justice. The general church assembly put
forward a condition at Angamaly in 1778 for
resolving problems between the Church and
foreign missionaries was: "No punishment would
be meted out for any grave crime committed by
the priests or laymen before the matter was judged
by the representatives of four churches." As a
result, according to Malabar custom, only the
regional yogam was competent to judge serious
cases.

Maha yogam-Matters about the whole
community were decided by general yogam. The
top Indian Church of St. Thomas Christians' top
authority was the general assembly, which had
legislative, judicial and administrative rights over
the entire Church. According to the definition given
by Paul Pallath, "General yogam was the assembly
of the priests and representatives of the Christians
convoked and presided over by the Archdeacon
of all India." Fr. P. J. Podipara wrote in the
introduction for the re-print of the
Varthamanppusthakam, ""The general Church
assemblies were supreme, and de facto no higher
ecclesiastical authority questioned their decisions.
The Thomas Christians, therefore, formed as it
were a Christian Republic with a head from among
themselves. "

Present Condition of Synodality - During

the period of Latin governance (1599-1896) of
the Church of the St. Thomas Christians, the
regional and general yogams became extinct,
because they were incompatible with the medieval
concept of monarchic episcopal power prevalent
in the West, which did not permit any participation
of the Christian faithful in the administrative and
decision making of the Church. The former
Mahayogam was renovated in 1998 and given
the name Major Archiepiscopal Assembly (MAA).
In the metropolitan sui iuris Churches, the core
ideals of Vatican II, namely autonomy and self-
government, are not fully realized.

At present, the spirit of pallyogam is not
evidently seen in all the parishes. We can enliven
the present forms of synodality by increasing the
participation of the laity. The synodality of the
local churches can be made evidently to the civic
bodies of the state through the compassionate face
of the poor, refugees, minorities and the illiterate.

Conclusion - Eastern Churches emphasized
the practical side rather than the legal and structural
aspects of synodality. The circular model of the
Church envisioned by the Second Vatican council
instead of the pyramidal model can be seen in the
Eastern Churches from the early centuries. A clear
manifestation of the synodality of the Eastern
Church s the palliyogam in which both the clergy
and laity had their voice and synergy in the decision
making. But gradually a decline in the early spirit
of the palliyogam got diminished and a centralized
administrative system for the whole emerged. As
a result of the promulgation of the CCEO and
fruitful synods, eastern sui iuris Churches can grow
again organically by their liturgical, theological,
spiritual, disciplinary patrimony in the socio-cultural
milieu of each place where they are situated under
the guidance of the Roman Pontiff.

—Fr. Alok Toppo, DVK, Bengaluru
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%1 Igd T I T 1 ARET A FATH TWHTER 3R
geall R 1 Gteshdl &1 38 T Iehdl, 7 ST B §
39! gfg W T, TH fohusd! AR H vSIH I
WE, S el 70 G IR A AT | A TS TS S
g, for 79 99 B QW B IH T | 3T IG5 THAT
o ufos ot =6t 9 g @, %M wa CH e
%, ot faveh § R U ol T o | 3R fawa #
T U TS 1 [t TR TR Y] & 4§ e |
=g 3 % et forn sfR a1 2 ' qugen’’ SR R

FFAM THEN W 9 HeS W W Sd § 1 TRHTER
oY a1 R S ¥, 39 ¥ faaet € S o
T S Gehell T |

frde @ faore fdear ot &1 T« & @y
TESIdl S §, Al @l his Ha IR Tt T8l
o1, AR Y 1 q g4 ¥ & faeemn fe fava =
e IO SIS 1 U151 § | T Teh TRHTER &l &Y

FhTRT 0T & T | (&1 19: 28, 29, 30)

@ 3R TAR UY I AR e | T et 71 |
g o iR o o it 32| TR w9y iy |, 5%
q A off Siifa €, safau gfes 3 & o™ §
frangfe ‘gN<Ii RIS A R e W 8?2 o®
3 oft Sifad ® iR TR ofoeh @Y W €1 3
fagarg = &9 W BIS THha T AAfhd 98 &1 wft

T, TYR 1 g AT T9H $A ST THM
T T 1 =18 ar&qd B 39 TR THYAR o
M ¥, A T &1 3101 e o1 & o d |
i wenfud 2 Fehdt F

T Bredr | ¥ gite & i THveR, 717 e 37
Tt el o feTq e=ree < €, S & Sreht Syt
1 AR feem 2

— TS, AT, S foeme, smrr
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MY DREAM CHURCH

(This essay got first prize in the Archdiocesan Essay Competition.
Nikhil Singh brought laurels to the Parish. Hearty Congratulation. —Editor)

Who does nothave dreams  personal love irrespective of gender, individual
to make one's family better differences and social or financial status. It should
1 place to celebrate more, to  be not be just soulless formal gathering but a

| cherish more, to add purpose  mutual celebration of each others's presence. This
: | and meaning in belonging to  will open doors to the spirit of walking together
i cach other. So do I have my  and mutual relationship. This spirit also invites us
dreams about my church, which as Holy Father to give up narrow mindedness to build
Pope Francis says is the '"the family of communion within the Church as well as with

families''. other denominations.

Asayouth Ilook forward to a Church that I would appreciate a Church, where one
is willing to open its doors to the newness of .| L~ canreach the leaders with no second thought,
the present age, preserving the morality and ) H - knowing, believing and experiencing that
sacred traditions. We need to see and il there is someone who genuinely cares for
analyze the issues in the light of the effects *. him. Butits not possible if the leaders live
of time and judge it not at the age old 1-7 ™ ~like high ranking officials,
orthodox standards. Instead of calling ‘| | ™. unapproachable, but as pope
the youth to its ways, the Church must -~/ s 3 %, Francis portrays, as 'shepherds
gently breakthrough into the youth life |- L | ~» with the smell of the sheep'.
style and renew it. ¥ 1§ "\ | The sheep must experience that it

I dream of a Church that would i W& is not received as a sub-creature
rather challenge the youth to live the life of but with a personal and selfless concern.
Christians against the culture of immorality. How I dream to see a Church where the

can the youth or anyone be inspired without seeing ~ responsibilities are shared by all rather than to
someone walk the talk? I wish a Church that  let everything be a personal show of the priest,
would be more powerful than the noise of the  religious or a chosen few. Because this creates a
world that deafens the youth against the voice of  disinterest in others who could play an important,
truth. Also that the church, mother as she is, would  innovative and fruitful role in parish. However, it
stoop down to listen to her children without should also be the willingness of people to
exception and also not to condemn them, with  participate and contribute to the activities of the
soulless following of the laws, for their failures. ~ Church using the talents and calibres.

It would delight me to see a Church that is I dream, wish and pray for a Church that is
not a mere systematic organisation but afamily ~ dynamically 'one in heart and mind' (cf. Acts
where the community life is not run by cold laws ~ 4:32), one in Jesus and one with each other.
but with the warm laws of love, and every person - Nikhil Singh, Rosary Church
is related with more humane and dignified Bastar (Dt. Kasganj)
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WY kT SfeTa™

FoRfamE 31:31 § 99 I8 el

6 s, '3 feT M w® E, 59§ zoa

§o9. T WE AR I F WH & Y

T a1 faum zenfuq &’
W T W@ Hhd ¢ Tk a7 9
TIR F Arg] HHIE & ST W 645 T 9 hal o,
P Hum T faam st @ gl

RIS 31:34 1 BH 39 o= & HIeTH 9
@A ¥ T 9 73 faum & g &9 | 3 sl
e &1 1 T faum sreiq wy Ay wee )
3T TIY &H A M| F 3T T H AR
T W A TE 9 U § o9 3@ o
Tohdl &, 511 foh TRHTR 7 (645 5., ) el off | 58
3T | ST 2000 916 Tt G oft &1 TR ¥
9y A1) FHiE TAR YU o UG B0 HH
TR A ff g | T o g% hedl - it
THYR 7 GOR ¥ TH 99 @ fo su o
Thard 93 < T A st &8 39 W fovara
Y, I NN A B YL 3= Sited q | (g
3:16)

3EA BH 2Ea € T vy <Ay weie g fog
far & fohm R famet sved B1 981 17:6 3R
9 o=l § A 519 STl ol FER | 9 AR J5l
a1, # 7 e fomet e € 1 § 99R & fog
a1 g1 Fifm I W& F1"

TG 999 & WY 9 g9 QO © foh Y 7 9%
del, 3@ 9 A 57y R fRdt 3R & fag
&l e g9 Nl s foIg We i, Hifn o
T Fedl & ST Fig TH F &7 =0 & T |

¥ W e * gl & S gH gl =E o
T TTATeR i1 91 9 SATUE I g |

Y | FR Edi-del, 9 g6 98- H W&d
T IR o SIS o1 Sia =&t forar =nfeq |
Sfcw g8 9 H fA-ufdfed aght 99 & &9
St bl & T ARG o & ¥=ee o 919 9Y
T oSt EuET Y 310 o i ARl | 81
g oft T e T e e, e TR Wy
Aty] AEE 1 dfeie™ = & S| A E Uy Hh
TR Iee ¥ W o =ifen f S afaem
3@, dtel, e 9y 1 AR 9rdi o STqE & fog
e fha, ag =94 &1 T R

Ifq 79 eI - &t ard a3 dl 9%
o a1 30 §, @M <d €, ©H & fau R 3 99
T GER | T & fou i =it staverk B €,
9% 99 ol 4 § | Afc oH Y IR § 9
F, d 98 ot TR faT T YRR w1 @ 9
SfAgH Hd |

Afer ST g1 ITeh! ST 1 T T T8l
I I, T8 W Fed © | T THR! g feram,
3T GE-gfad < | 55 STeSg qH AR e
G H 2 31| SHH! Haed S 96 S e gRR
e foren o5 el i =a9 forall | S79iq 519 i
ATt <l 0 & ehell o, T 919 g ferg
oISt sigd gE-YiaHm TeH 1 eAR fg e W
Tl g, SR hicl ol Tehe 319 FaX § T&i e |
A v AR fava wued & Uy 1 feha
U T ? S 79 a1 & U i TS 1 ured
el Y | TafeTT g wiees stfversnedi # firart
WY % SIfeie i T 9 =79 el B <1 § | 3EfeiT
& T B S Y 1 gfe § 3fEd ¥ 1 3TR
T & Y T H HASR B, A T8 T § W A
[REEAETY

— g U, He S =€, AR
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""Sheep doesn't need repentance but a sinner does need..."

In the Gospels we very
often read that whenever
Jesus socialised with the
sinners the Pharisees
criticised him. They neither
believed in His words nor in
his deeds, for Jesus said, " I
have come to call not the righteous but the
sinners". They did not believe. And Jesus proved
them through his deeds still they did not believe
but rather they questioned and criticised him. It
1s in this context, as a response
to this criticism, Jesus 1is
presenting before them the
parable of the lost sheep.
God's compassion and
unconditional love
First of all this parable
presents God as a merciful
father who loves everyone.
Everyoneis precious in the sight of God.It shows
how kind God is and how strong and intense in
his love for the lost sheep that he is able to leave
the 99 and go in search of that one lost
sheep.Anyone who loses anything that he or she
loves, will definitely search for it with utmost care
and concern. That's what the merciful shepherd
does because he loves us.
The redemptive work of Christ
A careful and reflective reading of this passage
would show that this parable also indicates the
incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ and as a
whole it points out to the redemptive work of
our Christ.The great theologians interpret that
leaving the 99 sheep and going in search of the
lost one sheep refers to Jesus leaving the Father's
throne and the society of angels and glorified

saints, comes to the sinful world in search of the
lost ones and for the redemption of the whole
humanity.

Sheep can't repent but sinner must repent

There is a difference found between the
parable and the message of this parable. The
parable does not refer to a sheep which repents
because it cannot repent and therefore it is the
responsibility of the shepherd to search for it until
he finds it and when he finds, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices with his neighbours. But
the message of this parable or
the conclusion part of this
parable does refer to the sinner
who repents.

Itis evident that repentance
™ is necessary for salvation.

*| Bringing the lost sheep back

would mean that being brought
back from the state of sin to the
state of righteousness and that certainly requires
repentance from the part of the sinner or the lost
one. God is merciful but then this kindness of
God, this mercy of God should not be
misunderstood or taken for granted. St. Paul in
his letter to the Romans 2: 4 questions very
clearly, "Do you not realise that God's kindness
1s meant to lead you to repentance”? And so let's
make this point clear that God's kindness is meant
to lead us to repentance and let us not wait for
God to search for us without doing our home
work. So in this Lenten season let us break the
wall of sin and enter into the door of God's mercy
through the path of repentance and confession.
And then finally our repentance will generate great
Joy inheaven.

- Fr. Babin Ryson, Rosary Church, Bastar
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Lol 3 0 W HeyH Sved
(o8 ST & ool 1 geuRumy
g T omf - ¥ o ¥
WY 9% 91 79 Te! aEE 9
N 71 SR A 3K o1 arfesm 9

~ Ll FTeTfad X TH ©d § @
ﬁma@ﬁsﬂaﬁfﬂzﬁ@www

T YA e A 704 O gifaet it g
FT ST ot | THRT TR Tg g3 T $veR |
glfsict St B o1 dgell 3 &g e fora, ‘' afg
T 39 4T W Tt FI, A T8 AS-HR U
HAM | g9 geal W AR-AR R 39 g |
Tl 1 AT TH ST TR ot | JRa THveR
3 fofg foren for H 39 wa Sfd 1 9ot WA
frer $m fowert #7 gfe &t T1 Sver 3 gyt
S SIfd T TSR IISE A1 I8 Ta 39 IRaR
% e &8 o o &l el | 9 god & 918
T T TS d-9gal i AFG W ¥, TAR
T 37 IoS I8 TH 39! URaR &

S FHAF < H G 99 qF SAH ST
ARS (SUTTA) T I a9 @H-UH HT
Erseiicale SRRt AR ERISEIE o ke

TR ShY % TN U H o fean e a8t

TR JHH-SHIRIE I & ol T8 31 W JgH
i TA-e TR a1 &

w1 fag & e e 3 <, o samfes
T G O =R sigdt & I W@ S He AR
for 3 guR fos o o, < fRus A gamufer
1 IR F o AT | 39 TG ST ST SrE
Ft Afgdl # Tehg T | TS TR IR e
~foa rfae e fReA & Teifierd
T W A 9, a1 & sifues ST wd

YR T ST T oot U 3 WHlE 1 aferar

vifer | THTE sigd IR theld STd 9|

Tt 99 T=F TS o T 3Tt fehredt foh
af soTuent fordi & 9 Ya1 @, O 9 HR I
T TTgeh! ol SHiferd T8 & | STl T &1 ST
TN 1 ST <A TRThT TR 3T ¥ 39 el AN |
el T[&1 2 A1 3 HE I TR 01 ST A 1 39 TH
IRl H @ A A8 § o fean I &t
AT GARR TRs 1 T 3 38 o foram iR
T hHEd gL A 1 W qE @- T
T § TeRTen T 9 gET oSt g3 ol fRsA
& STRIERTRE! 1 SHTTfeTEl T AR <@l el
T, O 9 U THEt S ae) faeaE |9 9
o7 | Il S 39 foee fagart s fas 3
ST i T & 6 e | 95 R Tk SIS
T, IHHT TH IR T gHH A9 ge- H
focwr & yaret €1

5o g o IR 1 STeR %Y B &
T W Il W 31k sigar T, @ geferd
%I T¢ 0 YR YR & U TEA | UY IR 7
T G Fal, T el 1 e, I g
o= %1 g sHuferEi & el i T
3R 379 FA- T qH A g ot § oIk §
il o e i e 9 et Y 39 <w
o ST, Wi g4 IR 7y i A et ¥

St ufes sgfaret # foren §- 9o $9ak 3 o
% g H TEA & Heg ° i & W 3TH
forafern IStz Alel UMR & <1 Zhel B dieeht
THTUfrEl o1 GUad S W 9ge fean iR faw
1 G 1 T A IR B ST Iy o < |

39 $veR Uil S fRfafa & <o an
Y BIhT TG o AT, ek 9% e 9 qn Av |
Y G el T AR R A g h =X H
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T o 3R aifug g de S 9y $9eR
3% fs ofe & et & g v 1 anfre @
YR i AR T 91 SHITA! TAH &6 o8 T
T IS Youl U5 | T o A H AR o
o A g T ARSI HS U H ekl o I
THtel 31 T q4 SHT A ST @I 3 | S
TN SHTCfAA 1 Toh TS ot FeyfH age 3R
Td W A6 G IR =eid @ foam & a1

T & W 379 31 SIE FEER HhE 3R JHeh
T T g8 W WM ®& S R off 3w g
X T 1" A TR T T g8 T TR i Wi
Td frml 1 SoeEd foRan € AR W@, J @ d
Tifed At TR S, 3T foaw g off Ik =&t
TR 3R 7 1S SThT SA T | 3 Tdl H U]
F TE UL WH; TR 3R STehTed T IahT formeT
T AR T VG SAHN & et AR geAt B

g framEet &1 < afeedl @@, @ sHe
YAYATRL BE 1 folle e ol | 38 8% |
G 1 TS TR AR ITRT TSN I |
TE 3 39 FemmeEed S §H1 dfegdl i SHH W
Theheh 3Th Gl IS Y fad | Afaal A 30 T9IX
ARl &I A & " 3R fean | o1t off %8
THITT $a &1 99 A a1t 41 $9eR A 98 o
a1, I off Tl @ WS A e
IS TR W I WA YR gE T, TR ot a
ST & Hicy H &g off @relt 819 el ST |

T SHITE A ¥ Tga o o 9, @
Fefl LT 3 ATSIRT T 67T, ' TY T T AR
TR & B: IR IR U 3T Aael s IReRH
% 1% AT A AN § Ha,  AARR | T T8
TR S fem e

STHeR @R (FREmE 1116, 3:19-20, 16:4) |
ot FoRfteme = off S9aX Wt WS ahl I h
WHF T Toha Teg S9M T foh AR 1 oy
FRR TR 9 3197 Jgen!, AfeRi Sl Al @,
foheg T & G IR A T T | o gl e
®, 79§ W % Sl AR IR e S T, aeft
TH 39 <3 1 111 o e T Seth 59 9y 3 9%
3R R Jeeh! ol Y& ol &, T 0 T ot T
Gt sifeeh gAY ST9H TR § BT STaHH foRar
T g ST & eI R % (FrfEe 24:4-7) 0
TRT T e 1 A I % foh T 1 70 A &
(gHmer) o & o1& & (S e el §) ad
430 et ST TR oht AT i SAH & 9%
THTTTAT 1 U T8 o gl H a2 & ol Hideh
e o HY el TG 1 IR L e 9 9l 3

SE-T6 THTUG SYa) i 3T Seers ohid
g Y 3T 3T TS & galed HL qal o
Tore8 9 o1t TTerdt W g=d fodt | 9 e
YR & G | e T, FHifeh vk I
TR o1 St oft T TET hEAT e | TRT
o e afadi =t wifa 7=t frfieme 3 o1
I H a1 7, 79 § 3T HehH o R0 SR
=T T ek e T TR fohal €, T
AT 1 YT T AR T FF i FHicaal i
ST 1 | H Hreran o1, § foha =mean § foh qA

3R 3T 10 =1 11 f&7 =1 58 & et WY 7 3% 40
T HEYH F & o 916 A < g | 9y A
SHTfTE <l B HE HEE |

3T Y9 33T & ST6l eI Q1 S o fea 10 =1
11 53 =61 9mn off @ 7egfd § 40 9 =i ?
ik SHM 3Tl Sl T A1 3T SHM I, THE 79
W & foT wE R § iR W § afs Y
THTTF T M <9 T TR F QR o e
RS SHTfeTdl oht Uehe et I : THY <91 o STt
T[H ST Il | S ST HEEl H hrHere 8 i |
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TEYH 1 R®E S STl T A FHg H 3
TSRAT A1 TRl W &F < Al 9 8, 39 99
T $YR Rl A g8 T § A A THfer
%S fog TRl R o @ & =ifee o1
THM & T S S SH &0 W1 h Y@ U el
T | ufed TR hedl ¥, WER § U T ST AR
3T Hr-Toe & SR g7 SiR UT9 iR o1 T
Y 3] HHIE h R IR g |

7Y UG FEHIE e S § | T8 ¢ | T 3T
S 9 off @RE AT ST ¥ 1 R UMY § gR-9R
A W +ff 38 H9Tern §, TR Il §, T
Y YR ST AT AR § off = H ¥ 1 EH 9%
Yol 1T | THS 1 TEAHN § Sied €, ¥
IY THE T arel i, afeh S SR
T IER T | WHYSR T Shalral A § it fia
T STIATIR TI 3T ! FAR TG Sl TR
%13 o SHH T sIfcieM e, Jaehi H § dik o
St e Todn AR &1 Sifet 3R 931 81 9%
TR <feh fohan-shetmdi bl ST § | STe B9 919
FIA T 3R TR-9IR U9 Hd & < 6 19 &7|
et St §, 579 &0 I foo 9 o1 i § T
AU JeETATY YA € 0 | BAR 3T | fohd
T} 1 TR TR AT § Afq SeEeht 919 H
fiRa € ... 20 W fage €, 99er 9ahd ¥

e M W STl 3ot % g
F A E; T A T ¥ e i | e
oo & foru gam 7Yy 3G TR 1Y, & &0 |
T T AR feaen gd "evrerd € iR g, 9,
faas a1 & qon IR, aHfas wa fafi=
YR ! Tk st ¥ wa it 2|

el T Tt shed § foh Afg T, STa1 R
U S @R 7 9 TS 1 e
T, ENfHeRdT TN = & 9 T =ei o €,

Al o 7Yy Siifad W@, O 6 | 3Hh T
7T Rl el a1 ST AR 38 SToHT nfHehal o
RO Sifad W1 #= § TR H gy ¥ g6
%2 91 H I8 eI =redl foh 9% ST9 qrdt /et
Bre 2 oi e T 7 g I e WA TR
HTTHERAT TIFTERY & oh ARG FTUTd dT A Tl
T @ 7 9 Sifad wm? feeg afe sen 7=
O efHeRal TR q19 Tl § I e T
31T UMY SfieH TRt eifehar 3iR =1 &
e T A TR, A1 98 ST Sfte shl afard
TE | A 39 3797 I 191 Sl BIgah =™
foran & <t a8 STava Sifad W, 90T =& |
Trgafg (Sraarer) , He hifed =, govd

Gl I e & aerad 2
S T el I, 379 A H HSiT
T € =ared |
AU i TE-HIS AR
FHS TG Teferdi hl
TS § Fates |
i-ael & ST <A,
WAl % TRTU R T
T & Tt |
et g H A = &
Hf U W T M HI
Y foha & gU-31 g vl
TIRIST § <eAfer |
Hf ar i &
FHoft fadell qehed 1 T T
39S § =arad |
ST WEH, T T[S oatt, TR
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Thank God, I complete 29 years in the North Indian Soil

For everything, I give thanks, for this was
God's will for me in Jesus Christ.

After Fr. Kuruvilla Kokattu, Fr. Jose
Poovathinkal and Fr.Thomas Ezhikadu now I
have the rare distinction of completing 29 years
in the North Indian soil, in Etawah Mission,
serving the people as a Priest. During my
Seminary training, I never thought I would be
made to come to Etawah or even when I came
to Etawah I did not come to stay here but to
leave after a few years. However, the Almighty
had His plan. People who came to
stay here, left, and I who came to
leave, continues to stay happily.
Now, as I look back, I feel an
overwhelming rush of happiness and
satisfaction for I could spend 29
years here. And if the Almighty
allows I wish to spend the rest of my
life too working under Etawah !
Mission, at least till I can manage things on my
own, which I am sure will give me a greater
satisfaction of having done something different
for people different.

Time flies but memories remain forever. With
Fr. Joseph Mathoor I reached Etawah, exactly
29 years ago, on March 16, 1993, thus making
this day the Silver Jubilee Day of my life in Uttar
Pradesh. Fr. Joseph Mathoor is no more. It was
difficult for me to come to terms with the
premature death of a friend, a colleague and a
good priest. The after tremors of Fr. Isaac
Kochupura's death shook everyone. He gave me
an initiation into this mission life, and, all my life I
should remain indebted to him.

Here at Etawah I see 29 years behind me.
First seven years were spent at Etawah, the next

Lo W)
£ n

6 at Dibiyapur and then 8 years at Auraiya. Then
went back to Dibiyapur for another 3 years and
one year at Mainpuri and now for the last 4 years
I'min Sanjos Dibiypur. My life at different stations
gave me many opportunities to be in touch with
people of different castes, creeds, religions,
1ideologies and outlook. I could also be associated
with many parents, Rev. Fathers, Rev. Sisters,
Teachers and students who presented me with
rich life long experiences.

Jubilee of any sort is an occasion of
thanksgiving. Special occasions are
for thanking people who have been
special in life. I remember with
gratitude Archbishops Mar Joseph
Powathil and Mar Joseph
Perumthottam of Changanacherry,
# Archbishops Most Rev. Dr. Cecil
D'Sa, Most Rev. Dr. Vincent M.
; A Concessao, Most Rev. Dr. Oswald
Cardinal Gracias, Most Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza,
Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjali of Agra , Mar.
Raphal Thattil Bishop of Shamshabad and Mar.
Thomas Tharayil. I owe much to Rev. Fr.
Kuruvilla Kokattu, whom I consider my guide
and mentor, Rev. Fr. Jose Poovathinkal, Rev. Fr.
Thomas Ezhikad, Rev. Fr. James Palakal all the
priests and sisters of Etawah Mission, my friends
at Changanacherry and Agra in helping me keep
moving. The parents, teachers and students and
my loving parents and all near and dear ones have
made my life in the Mission very pleasant and
comfortable and I keep them all in my prayers.

Dear God, in your strong hands, I place my
life today, choosing to depend on you to light
and guide my way.

- Fr. Raju Koippally, Etawah
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¥ 1 T =i faw o faw uy] 79 2 ¥
e 9 @, SRS T ST @ gRT 3T
T 4T R A A
I 7TEt & Fifeh el eH =g & folt g i1
T A eH o & g % Fewrl & 9 §1 39
e Shifad 2 gU T & g ¥ 5 TR & %,
A 79 S W WS T | o7 B9 e Uehd ® T
T TH T & 19 3@ §8d g¢ W S §
Tl BH 37h IIEeh] W88 & AFICR o4
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(Organised by ADCC, Agra)
On 17th April, 2022 at 5:00 a.m.
Venue: St. George's Cathedral
T IR INAEE/ AR G2 Siie whetgd
=4 & THenead! & | IR shteh I4: amfad
T2 SN Fhefiga TgaTh, Sl SR & TR
TR TR T | T SR HHRE ST |
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The World's 11
Craziest Easter

Traditions

Whip-cracking in the Czech Republic
and Slovakia

If you're a woman and you find yourself in
the Czech Republic or Slovakia on Easter
Monday, it is perhaps best to stay indoors.
Local men and boys roam the streets with
gaily decorated willow switches, usually
adorned with ribbons, looking for girls to
'lightly' whip.The whipping is not intended
to be painful, but instead is meant to
encourage good health and beauty. You may
feel otherwise.

The butter lambs of Russia

In Russia, the Easter meal is accompanied
by a knob of butter fashioned into the shape
of a lamb. It dates back to ancient times
when it was considered a lucky omen to
meet alamb.Why alamb? Because you can
be certain it's not Satan in disguise. Old
Beelzebub can take on the form of all
animals except the lamb because of its
religious symbolism.

The Easter Bilby from Australia

In an attempt to raise awareness about the
dwindling Bilby population, confectioners
in Australia have taken to making chocolate
likenesses of this small rabbit-size marsupial.
Aussies can scoff at will, knowing that
every bite they take is helping to save an
endangered species.

4. The world's biggest Easter omelet in

France
On Easter Monday, the residents of Haux
usually crack more than 4,500 eggs into a

gigantic pan to create a massive Easter
omelet that serves over 1,000 people. Each
family breaks the eggs in their homes in the
morning and they gather in the main square
where the eggs are cooked for lunch. And
dinner. And breakfast the next morning...
A time to splash out, Hungary

In Hungary, women dress up in traditional
clothes on Easter Sunday and get splashed
with water. Uncomfortable, yes. But it
certainly beats getting whipped.

The witches of Easter-wick in Finland
Halloween comes early to Finland as
children dress up as witches and wander
the streets with broomsticks on a hunt for
treats. The tradition is said to have come
from the belief that witches would fly to
Germany and cavort with Satan. Bonfires
are meant to scare them away.

Tobacco trees in Papua New Guinea
Chocolate isn't much use in the steamy
jungles of Papua New Guinea, so Easter
trees at the front of churches are decorated
with sticks of tobacco and cigarettes
instead. These are handed out after the
service.

Crucifixion and flagellation in the
Philippines

In the Philippines some devout Catholics
have taken to the practice of self-crucifixion
and self-flagellation on Easter. Their thinking
is that it helps purify them and cleanse them
of the sins of the world. The Roman
Catholic Church is not keen on the idea
and has been actively trying to discourage
this practice, without much success.

The Easter Bunny sees red in Greece
Easter is known around the world for multi-
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coloured, decorated eggs. But in Greece
you will find only red eggs. Red is the colour
of life, you see, as well as a representation
of the blood of Christ. From ancient times,
the egg has been a symbol of the renewal
of life, and the message of the red eggs is
victory over death. Got it?
10. Criminal intent in Norway

Easter time is crime time in Norway.
Television channels run crime shows and a
slew of new detective novels are
commissioned to come out just before

Who
He Was?

He was the constant seeker of the least and lost
Of the people who drifted from the path of truth
Who were drooping in darkness and stumbling
Unable to view aray of light in their bumbling.

Sure he was neither a cop nor a constable

‘Who follows the culprit to imprison and punish
Well, He was neither a CID nor a secret police
Who secretly moves in disguise to trap a convict.

He was the Baby of Bethlehem in the manger
He was the Man of Galilee without a shelter
He is none other than Jesus, the Lord and Savior
Who gave His life as aransom for us on Calvary.

"The sick is in need of a physician, not the healthy
I came in search of sinners, not the righteous."

He affirmed the essence of His mission by these.

Yes, Lentis a time to obtain His boundless mercy.

Sr. Thelma, UMI

Nirmala Provincialate, Greater Noida

Easter. People across the country escape
into their mountain cabins and spend the
weekend with the 'whodunnit' television
shows or books. Even the milk cartons
carry short detective stories on their side
during the season. The phenomenon was
triggered by the immense popularity of a
crime novel in 1923, set on the Bergen
railway.
11. The Great Easter Bunny Hunt in New
Zealand
While the rest of the world hunts for Easter
eggs hidden around the house, the good
folk of Otago grab their guns for the annual
'Great Easter Bunny Hunt'. The idea is to
rid farmlands of 'invasive pests', with over
500 hunters vying for the coveted trophy
and the $NZ 3,500 prize money. With over
10,000 rabbits meeting their maker each
year, the Easter Bunny sensibly gives this
corner of New Zealand a miss.
Courtesy: Fr Vineesh Joseph
Aduki (Mathura)

S 6 HT T
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"Here goes the noble soul of Rev. Fr. Mathew
Thundiyil unto the bosom of the Father, a place
reserved for good and faithful soul. Rightly, we
may say about Mathew Thundiyil; he gave his
strength to the weak, substance to the poor and
his heart to God. May his noble and holy soul
restin peace with Almighty."

- Fr. Dennis D'Souza

"Mine was a family relation with Fr. Mathew.
His late father considered me his " elder

4 Thus spake our Fathers )

o 32 T SR de off T o1 5o wa
FD S W foan @ § 8 3% Jen b
% | H FEan § o 3R aga | Wi o off 34t
TE I A9 GT BTl |
i wRX Heg oW ¥ wizu! vifd ¥ 9y,
S % Tk hamd & fod &w fr | 7 fiei !
— TIET T IS

brother to me. I have lost a great person of
support, care & consolation. May his soul rest
in peace in the bosom of the Father."

- Fr. Mathew Kumbloomotil

"Rev. Fr. Mathew was a sincere, dedicated,
loving and faithful in all his responsibilities. He
silently worked in different places in our
Archdiocese. He also silently suffered because
of his ailments. We will surely miss this Brave
Warrior. May God grant eternal peace to his

\Mathew" and so Fr Mathew was a younger soul." - Fr. Andrew Correiaj
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Tribute to Rev. Fr. Mathew Thundiyil
A Tearful Adieu by the Peterians at Bharatpur

Rev. Fr. MathewThundiyil, a highly renowned
and revered priest with a passionate desire to
serve God and humanity whose splendid
preaching and teachings have been resonating for
the past 26 years in the Archdiocese of Agra fell
silent on 29th March 2022. Braving heavy odds
with his perseverance, resilience and never to say
die spirit he was born into heavenly life on 29th
March 2022 at 8.45 p.m.

Born on 6th December 1969 as the son of
late Mr. T.U. Joseph and Mrs. Aleyamma
Thundiyil at Kumarakomin, Kerala, he set himself
apart for using his precious time and talents in
the service of the Lord and that of the humanity.
Atavery young age of 16 in July 1985 he joined
St. Lawrence Minor Seminary, Agra and was
ordained a Priest on 1st May 1996 at his home
parish.

During his 26 years of faithful steadfast
stewardship in his priestly ministry, he rendered
meritorious service in many churches and schools
of the Archdiocese of Agra. He has also held
prestigious posts like the Professor of Philosophy,
Dean of Mathura Deanery etc. His theological and
ecclesiastical doctrines appealed to many.

Rev. Fr. Mathew was an epitome of strong
faith and courage. He had a way of his own in
storm and calm. Even when he was undergoing
treatment for cancer, he took over the reins of
administration as the principal of St. Peter's
School Bharatpur on August 6th 2021 and at
the same time he was appointed as the parish
priest of St Peter's Church, Bharatpur. The
Peterians found in him an upright guide and we
were happy to work under his brilliant and skilled
guidance. He was filled with energy and

enthusiasm and the walls of the school and church
resonated with his reverberating voice of
authority, confidence, understanding and
knowledge.

Though Rev. Fr. Mathew was with us for a
short span of eight months, he has left behind a
mountain of memories. Even when he was battling
the deadly disease and was going through
unbearable pain, he appeared to be the most
cheerful person in the whole campus.

Rev. Fr. Mathew fully succumbed to the will
of his Creator. His last three months were spent
with his beloved mother and dearest brothers and
sisters who cared for him dearly. But with tearful
eyes they watched him suffer and saw him slowly
fading away. The love, care and prayer they
poured on him could not make him stay. God
Almighty saw him getting tired, a cure was not
possible. So He put his arms around him and
whispered "come to me, I shall give you eternal
rest". When everyone mourns over his untimely
demise, like a brave warrior he tells them:

"Thave fought the good fight

I'have finished the race
I have kept the faith " (Timothy 4:7)

Rev. Fr. Mathew was laid to eternal rest with
boundless love and sincere prayers on 2nd April
2022 at his home parish in Kerala. Condolence
messages and prayers poured from everywhere.
It was a rare funeral ceremony attended by the
Archbishop of Agra Most. Rev. Raphy Manjali,
Most. Rev. Mathew Mulakkattu, the Archbishop
of Kottayam, many other bishops of other
denominations, hundreds of priests, nuns and
thousands of believers.

Continued on page ...............
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Meet Our New Priests

[0 Deacon Kulkant Chhinchani
Motto: '"Working for the poor children
and youth empowerment''

s Rev. Deacon Kulkant

% | Chhinchani was bornon April 11,

18 1987 at St. Mary's Parish

" Chandiput, Gajapati (Odisha). His

| parents are late Sri John and Smt.

N . . Carmila Chhinchani. He has two

elder brothers. He is the third in the family. His

second brother is a Priest, Rev. Fr. Peter

Chhinchani belonging to the Diocese of
Berhampur.

He did his primary studies at Bhuvneshwar.
He had a great desire to be a missionary priest
and work in a mission. Thus, he joined St.
Lawrence Seminary, Agra in 2005. His own
brother priest Rev. Fr. Peter Chhinchani is his
vocation promoter. Most Rev. Dr. Albert
D'Souza, the then Archbishop of Agra
Archdiocese has been a great ideal and model
of inspiration for him.

He did his Spritual Orientaion and Philosophy
studies simultaneously at St. Francis Xavier's
Regional Seminary( Masih Vidyapeeth),
Etmadpur, Agra. He did his Regency from 2011-
2012 at St. Joseph's Mission, Kasganj under the
able guidance of Rev. Fr. Shiju Pallipadan.

Then he took a break and did his B.Ed from
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, Agra in 2015.
Meanwhile, he prepared himself for
U.P.S.C:ALS (Delhi). Once again he returned
to the Lord and did his theology studies from
Gyan Bharti Gurukul, Varanasi and partially from
Vidya Jyoti College, Delhi from 2017-2020.

He was ordained deacon on 25 July, 2021,
at St. Joseph's Church, G. Noida. He did his

Diaconate Ministry at KNEUS, Greater Noida

under the able guidance of Rev. Fr. Sebastian

K. and Fr. John D'Cunha. Partially he did ministry

under the guidance of Rev. Fr. Roshan D'Silva

at St. Michaels Church, Anupnagar, Mathura
May God bless him.

Rev. Deacon Asime Beck
was born on May 21,1993 ina
devoute family of Sri Milread

' and Smt. Karmela Beck of
f Diocese of Gumla, Jharkhand.

He is the second in his family. From the very

beginning his parents taught him the moral and

Gospel values. He did his primary studies in

When he was studying in Std 7 he was very much

inspired by the simple and prayerful life of a priest

in his parish. Asime's village is far from the Parish
thus, the priest used to come to celebrate the
when he would become a priest and celebrate
the holy Eucharist daily. His grandparents were

a great model of Spirituality. They always

encouraged and supported him.

High School, Chainpur in 2004. On completing

High Scgool, he expressed his heart felt desire

to join the Seminary. His beloved mother wanted

him to join Jhansi Diocese, but it didn't work out
one priest from the Archdiocese of Agra, namely

Rev. Fr. Tony Almeida he joined St. Lawrence

Seminary, Agra in 2009. Rev. Fr. Joseph Dabre

was the Rector there and Rev. Fr. Dominic
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[0 Deacon Asime Beck
Katkahi Parish Bando Toli,
Roman Catholic Prathmic School, Janawal.
holy Mass once in a while. Then, he used to think,
He did his secondary studies from Barwas
some how. But then through the intervention of
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George (Amit) Vice Rector. Fr. Mathew (Joby)
Kanjarathinkal was on the staff, whereas Rev.
Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus was his Spiritual
Director.

On successfully completing one year Minor
Seminary Formation he was sent to Assisi
Convent School, Etah to do his 11th and 12th
studies, under the able guidance of Rev. Fr.
Mathew Kanjirathinkal.

Then on completing his Minor Seminary
studies he was promoted to do his Spiritual
Orientation and Philosphy Studies to St. Francis
Xavier's Regional Seminary (Masih Vidyapeeth),
Etmadpur, Agra. Later he was asked to do
Regency at Savio Nav Jeevan Bal Bhavan,
Aligarh under the able direction of Rev. Fr. Jose
Akkara. This mission experience helped him to
strengthen the purpose of his mission to the
priesthood.

After completing Regency, he did Theology
studies for four years at St. Joseph's Regional
Seminary, Agra. He did his Diaconate Ministry
at St. Lawrence Minor Seminary, Agra and
partially at St. Patricks Church, Agra Cantt.
Deacon Asime beck will be ordained priest in
the month of May at his own home parish. The
Agradiance wishes him good luck and all God's
blessings for his future priestly ministry. The motto
of his life is "Love one another, as I have loved

you'.

[0 Dn. Sachit Kerketta

"You didn't choose me,
but I chose you and
appointed you so that you
might go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last." (John
15:16)

My name is Brother

Andrew Sachit Kerketta. I hail from St. Thomas'
Church, Sikandra, Agra. My father is Sri Halarius
and Mother is Smt. Silvia Kerketta.  was born
on Oct 9, 1992. We are four brothers. My
beloved parents helped me from the very early
childhood to grow in my spiritual life. CFMSS
Sisters of St. Francis Convent, Sikandra, Agra
sowed the seed of vocation, and later Rev. Fr.
Peter Parkhe, the then Asstt. Parish Priest of the
Cathedral Parish, Agra encouraged me to join
the minor seminary.

I did my primary studies from Shree Shila Raj
School, Sikandra, Agra. I joined St. Lawerence
Minor Seminary, Agra in 2009. The then Father
Rector Rev. Fr. Joseph Dabre, Fr. Dominic
George, Fr. Mathew (Joby) Kanjirathinkal and
Spiritual Father Rev. Fr. Eugune Moon Lazarus
guided me there. On completing my one year
formation, I was sent to Assisi Convent School,
Etah to do my Intermediate studies. On my return
to minor seminary, the then Fr. Rector Mathew
(Joby) and Fr. Arun Lasrado (Asstt.) helped me
and encouraged me to do Hindustani classical
music. Then I did my Junior Diploma in H.C.
Music from Sangeet Sadhana Mandir, Pachamari
(M.P)

Then I was promoted to do my Philosophy
studies at St. Francis Xavier's Regional Seminary
(Masih Vidyapeeth), Etmadpur, Agra. There |
did my Spiritual Orientation and Philosophy
studies.

Then I was sent to Rosary Church, Bastar to
do my first phase of Regency under the able
guidline of Rev. Fr. Suresh D'Souza and, then
for the second phase at Nishkalanka Mata
Mission, Jaith (Mathura) under Reyv. Fr. Jacob
(Saji) Palamattom and Fr. Louis Xess. After
successfully completing my Regency, I was sent
to do my Theology studies, to St. Joseph's
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Regional Seminary, Allahabad.

I was ordained Deacon on Aug 8, 2021, by
the Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly, the
Archbisopho of Agra, in the Seminary Chapel
due to Covid-19 protocol. I did my Diaconate
ministry at the Cathedral of Immaculate
Conception, Agra under the able guidance of Rev.
Fr. Ignatius Miranda (Parish Priest) and Rev. Fr.
Viniversal D'Souza (Asstt. Parish Priest).

A assure you all aremembrance at my altar
on the day of my priestly ordination (i.e. April
24, 2022). In return I seek your prayers and
blessings.
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Continued from page 22

Today St. Peter's School and Church at
Bharatpur grieve over the passing away of a
great leader who wished to do a lot of great
service to humanity. Our sadness runs very deep.
He stayed at Bharatpur only for a short time
but what an imprint his footprints have left here!
"His demise leaves profound grief
No one can heal
His memories are treasures
No one can steal "
At this juncture we the Peterians long for;
" If tears could build a stairway
And memories a lane,
We would walk right up to heaven
And bring him back again "

Tearful Adieu Rev. Fr. Mathew

- Mini Jacob, Bharatpur
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— RIS Y ASRH (HUTSeh)

P AGRADIANCE ///A

[25]

APRIL - 2022 ///4




Prayer for Deliverance from Pandemic

Eternal Father / You have made the whole world stop / walking for a while.
You have forcibly silenced the noise / that we have all created around us.
You have made us bend our knees / and ask for miracles.

You closed the Churches / Temples / Mosques / Gurudwaras /
so that we realize / how dark our world is / without You in it.

You humiliated the proud and powerful.

The economy is collapsing / businesses are closing / Unemployment is increasing /
We have been very proud to think / that everything we have / everything we own /
have been the result of our hard work.

We have forgotten / that it was Your Grace / Your Mercy /
that made us who we are /and has given us everything we have.

We are going around in circles / looking for some cure for this disease /
when in fact/ we need to humble ourselves /
and ask for guidance and wisdom / only from You.

We have been living our lives / as if we are here on Earth forever /
as if there is no Heaven / no Purgatory / no Hell.

Perhaps this virus is actually /

Your way of purifying and cleansing our souls / bringing us back to You.
Today / as these words travel the internet/ may all who see them /
join their handsandhearts in prayer/ asking for forgiveness/
asking for healing and protection / against this virus /
but above all asking / that Your Holy and Divine Will be done / and not ours.
GOD we beg You / deliver us from all evil on Earth / if it is Your will!
Father / You have been patiently waiting for us /
to turn our faces to You/ to repent of our sins.

We are sorry to ignore Your voice! /

Selfishly / sometimes we have forgotten / that You are GOD!!/

Lord /I am not worthy to have you / come into my house /
but one word from you / will be enough to heal me!

We ask You Jesus / for healing and deliverance /
by the infinite merits of Your Most Sacred Heart /
and of the Sorrowful / and Immaculate Heart of Mary. Amen.

- POPE FRANCIS
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ICYM (Agra Unit) organises Blood
Donation Camp during Lenten Season

————)

Agra, 3 April. Indian Catholic Youth
Movement (ICYM), Agra unit like many previous
years this year too organised a blood donation
camp with the help of Sarojini Naidu Medical
College, Agra. ICYM has been organising this
camp for past many years during Lenten Season.
The camp was organised in St. Peter's College,
Agra. Rev. Fr. Andrew Correia, Principal of SPC,
arranged everything for the camp i.e. beds,
medical kit, sanitizer, fruits and soft drinks etc.
Dr. Kamal, professor in Anatomy Deptt. Dr. Prem
Singh, Dr. Yatendra Singh and Dr. Komal with
Dr. Garima from blood centre, SN Medical
College along with many volunteers helped in the
camp.

Commandant N.K. Singh was the guest of
honour. He was given a sapling as a token of
gratitude. He gave a motivational talk to our young
donors. He said 'donating blood is a noble act of
saving many lives.'
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Dr. Kamal said that by donating our body
does not become weak but within a short time
new blood cells are born. Thus, it is great to
donate blood.'

Principals and students from various school
and colleges participated in the camp. Every
donor was offered fruit juice and biscuits etc.
They were given certificates from SN Medical
College, Agra.

It was really a memorable day. We thank all
our doctors, organizers, volunteers and blood
donors. May God bless them all.

Devina Lamba (Youth President)
St. Mary's Church, Agra
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Conference of Religious of India, Agra
Unit (CRI) organised Annual Lenten
Recollection and Pilgrimage

The CRI organized Lenten recollection and
annual pilgrimage to Our Lady of Pilar, Dholpur
on 20th March, 2022. 46 members participated
in the Lenten recollection. At 7:00am we started
from our Cathedral and by 9:00am we reached
St. Xavier's School, Sua ka Nagla, Dholpur.
There we were welcomed by Rev. Fr. Alfredo
Rodrigues SFX, the Parish Priest of Our Lady
of Pilar Church. At 9:30am, the members
gathered in the Church. Rev. Sr. Alpho Mathew,
the President of the CRI Agra welcomed the
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august gathering of all Religious Fathers,
Brothers and Sisters and introduced the theme
of the day. During The first session, the resource
person Rev. Fr. Eusebio Gomes, SFX the
Principal of St. Xavier's School shared his
valuable insights with the members in his
recollection talk. He shared traditional meeting
of Lent and its various dimensions. We have to
be with the poor by quoting the story of rich
man and Lazarus from the Bible. After the
session the Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Confession) took place.

Then the members participated in the Holy
Eucharist at 11:45am. Rev. Fr. Macs SFX, in
his homely exhorted every member to dig deeply
into the well of spirituality and prepare
themselves to celebrate Easter in a meaningful
way. Rev. Fathers with the help of Missionary
Sisters of Mother Mary served us lunch and
we enjoyed their hospitality. Rev. Sr. Premila
(St. Aloysius Niwas) proposed the vote of
thanks. Thereafter, Rev. Fr. Eusebio Games,
SFX led us to Chambal River and its
surroundings. Fathers of Pilar Niwas served us
cup of warm tea, drinks and snacks in the
afternoon before we left for Agra. The CRI
members expressed their profound gratitude

and thanks to the Pilar Niwas community at
Dholpur. It was indeed a great day to prepare
ourselves spiritually to participate in the Paschal
Mystery. - Sr. Alpho Mathew FCC

President, CRI (Agra Unit)
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Sister Mary Joseph - New Leader of

Missionaries of Charity Congregation
s Kolkata, March 15,
2022: Sister Mary Joseph
says she had spent a sleepless
and anxious night before
accepting to be the new
n 1 leader of the Missionaries of
Charity, the world renowned Catholic religious
congregation founded by Saint Mother Teresa

of Kolkata.

The election of the third successor of Mother
Teresa took place on March 12, during the
congregation's month long general chapter that
began in February. The apex body of the
congregation concluded the meeting on March
19, the feast day of St. Joseph.

Speaking to Matters India after the morning
Mass on March 15 in the congregation's Green
Park convent where the Chapter was being held,
Sister Joseph said that she asked nervously "Why
me?" when her name was announced to take over
the congregation spread all over the world. A
series of thoughts and challenges came to her
mind. Foremost of them was fear.

However, she felt peace at heart, when Jesus
assured her in prayer that He will be with her in
all her responsibilities and mission.

For her it was "a decisive night," her dark night
of soul, to say "Yes" to God. And "I prayed,
'‘Make me a channel of your peace, O Lord."
She then became the first native Indian to head
the 72-year-old congregation.

My life is to share the joy of giving and to put
into practice charity among the poor and the most
deprived."

- By Francis Sunil Rasario
Courtesy: Matters India

=

Mother Flavia, FCC passes away

&l Ghaziabad/Etah, 3 April,

* 2022: Rev Mother Flavia FCC,

' 88 years a pioneer in

; Archdiocese of Agra passed

/4 away this early morning at 3:30

z 4 1‘{ a.m. at St. Joseph's Hospital,

=4 Ghaziabad. Her mortal remains

were taken to Assisi Convent

School, Sect 33, Noida where Holy Mass and

office for the dead and the Holy Mass were held

at 7:00 am. Later, during the day her body was

taken to Assisi Convent School, Chamkeri, Etah
for burial.

Most Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza (Archbishop
Emeritus) offered the Holy Mass. More than 25
Priests from Agra and Bijnor Dioceses con-
celebrated the funeral Mass. Her brother and
sister-in-law and three sisters were also present.

In his heart touching homily the Archbishop
said, that "out of her 68 years of Religious life,
Mother Flavia served 59 years in the Archdiocese
of Agra, thus she became a Mother to all priests,
religious and faithful especially of Agra. Today
one smiling face is less. She made her Stations
of Cross by going from hospital to hospital and
at the dawn of Sunday morning, she consented
herself to the Divine Will of God. She like St.
Paul taught us that,' we live and die for God.
Jesus is the door; she is entering through him into
heaven, knowing and doing the will of God which
is the motto of every Religious." Rev. Sr. Ann
Joseph, Provincial Superior proposed the vote
of thanks. After the holy mass, her mortal remains
were laid to rest in the FCC cemetery in the same
compound of Assisi Convent, Chamkeri, Etah.

May her soul rest in peace!

- Fr. E. Moon Lazarus
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Hripuun Ki Mato Ki Shoran Hlmn - Hﬂ[‘l Hothros & Bastor Pilgrims
Lest we forget...
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