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SHEPHERD'S
VOICE

Christmas Message

No event in the history of salvation gives
us as much joy as the birth of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. He comes as the rising sun to give light
to those who live in the darkness and the
shadow of death. To all those who live in the
darkness of fear and anxiety, sin and sickness,
discouragement and depression, the good
news of great joy is: "Today a Saviour has
been born to you." He is the image of the
invisible God; to see Him is to see the Father;
to have communion with Him is to have
communion with God.

He was named Jesus because He was
born to save His people from their sins. His
birth is news of great joy for us. His birth was
a prelude to His death. His humble birth in a
manger, immediate persecution by Herod, the
massacre of holy Infants of Bethlehem- these
are signs indicating the life that awaited Him.
They are signs of the cross. But they are also
the sign that the broken relationship between
us and God will be restored. Jesus sacrifices
everything in order to free us and redeem us.
His life and death proves that He is indeed
the son of the living God. But the son can
only be known by faith. Martin Luther says,
"The real blessed faith that God's word and
work demands is the firm faith that Christ is

born for you and that His birth is yours: that it
took place for your sake. For the Gospels
teach us that Christ was born for our sake,
and that He died and suffered all things for
our sake. The angel does not merely say that
Christ is born. He says for you, for you He is
born. He does not say.' | bring news of great
joy'; He says,' to you, I bring news of great
joy"."

As St. John says in his letter we need the
assistance of the Holy Spirit to say God
became man in Jesus Christ (1 Jn. 4:2).
Therefore, when we celebrate this great feast
of Christmas our attitude must always be one
of helpless humility recognizing that it is never
by any power of our own that we can take
one step of progress in our understanding of
the things of God. It is a gift for which we
must ask earnestly, sincerely and constantly.
For God does not reveal Himself to the clever
and conceited people. The mysteries of the
kingdom of God are revealed to the little
children who are humble. The humble
shepherds of Bethlehem were the first ones
to receive the good news of Jesus' birth and
to have a darshan of the incarnate God. Saint
Simeon and Prophetess Anna were humble
people and they too were blessed with the
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darshan of the Messiah. The scripture says
very clearly, "God resists the proud and shows
favour to the humble" (1 Pet. 5.5).

God not only reveals himself to the humble
but He dwells in the hearts of the humble. "For
thus says the Most High, He who is enthroned
forever, He whose name is holy: I reign exalted
and holy, but I am also with him who is contrite
and humble in Spirit" (Is 57.15). Mother
Teresa says, "Without simplicity and purity you
will reason the reality of Jesus and His mother
into a dead thing. Your self sufficiency, your
selfishness and your intellectual pride will inhibit
his coming to live in your heart, because God
cannot fill what is already full".

If we do not believe that God became man
in Jesus Christ, we remain in the dark; and
dark brings fear and sadness. If we do not
believe, we miss the true meaning of life and
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the future has no hope. To believe in the fact
that God became man is not to walk in doubt
and illusion. Itis to step into the world of God,
and so into reality. Without faith in the
incarnation there can never be true peace, true
joy, true hope and good will among people.
Without faith in the incarnation celebration of
Christmas benefits us nothing. For mystic
Angelus Silesius says, "Were Christ born a
thousand times in Bethlehem and not in you,
you would still be eternally lost." At this
Christmas let us approach the crib of Jesus
Christin humility and faith, so that He may be
born in our hearts.
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Best Thing That Ever Happened to You?

It was the Mercedes-Benz

- that originally used Crumple

zones or crash zones safety

feature in their cars to protect

the lives of the passengers.

Typically, crumple zones are

located in the front part of the vehicle, to absorb
the impact of a head-on collision.

Somebody asked Mercedes-Benz engineer
Béla Barényi who invented this amazing
technology, "Have you patented this technology?"
He replied, '"There are certain things in life
that are so important and good that you
MUST JUST SHARE!"

Friends, take a pause and just check - 'What's
the best thing that has ever happened to you?' For
some of you, it might be when you graduated or
when you met your spouse or when you
purchased your dream house etc. But, for how
many of us, was it, 'when we met Jesus'? Now
if it was when we met Jesus, then the best thing
that we can do for others is obviously - "TO
SHARE JESUS'. St. Paul says, "I am under
obligation, and for my part, I am eager to
preach the Gospel." (Romans 1: 13-15)
‘Sharing Christ'is a responsibility (obligation)
and more than that, it is a privilege (eager).

Why should we be eager to share Christ?
If I tell you, I have discovered a cure for cancer,
will you be excited? Depends. Because if you have
no cancer and you don't even know the meaning
of cancer, then it's totally irrelevant to you.
However, if you have cancer or any of your family
members have cancer, and the doctor says, "Sorry,
it's too late. You have only three months to live."
And you go and see another doctor and he too
tells you the same thing. .. How would you feel?

And then suddenly somebody comes along and
tells you that he has found a cure for cancer! And
then you go through his treatment program and
are completely healed! Will you be excited to talk
about the cure and share it with others or not?
What's the difference? PERSONAL
EXPERIENCE! Until you and I have a personal
experience with the Lord, we will not be excited.
Is it possible... we have religion, but we never
had a personal experience with the saving power
of Jesus? When we encounter Jesus, we can't stop
sharing about Him with others.

How do we share Christ? PRAY- CARE -
SHARE. Colossians 4:3-4 says, "And pray for
us, that God may open a door for our message,
so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ,
for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim
itclearly, as I should. "First of all, we need to pray
that God may give us the opportunity and wisdom
to share Him. Then, we engage in the lives of
others by extending compassionate care.

Now is it enough to just pray and care? If
you do good deeds for your neighbor, but if you
don't share Christ with him, he will conclude that
Christians are good people. They do good
deeds... that's all! You and I got to share
Christ... otherwise they will never know what
motivated us to do good deeds.

As we prepare ourselves to celebrate the
Nativity of our Lord, let's take initiatives to help
people understand the Good News about our
Lord Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit,
leaving the outcome to God.

Wish you a fruitful season of Advent and
a joyful Christmas!

Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, Greater Noida
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BREAKING LN[AWEY

X Unto us a child is born %X

""For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given and he shall be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Prince of Peace, Mighty God.
And the government shall be upon His
shoulders."'

We approach the end of
another calendar year and the
dawn of Christmas season.
Christmas begins with a
breaking announcement of
"good news of great joy". The
angels have delivered the best

possible news, "today in the city of David there
has been born for you a Saviour, who is Christ
the Lord".The announcement that a
Saviour is born is the best news
possible. Christmas is all about
Good News. Butit's not the good
news of special gifts. It's not the
good news of a big meal. It's not
the good news of festive music and
beautiful lights.Christmasisaboutthe — Good
News of God's love. The Good News of
Christmas is to be seen as Christ's entrance into
this world for the salvation of the entire Human
Race. When we say Christmas, we actually refer
to the Incarnation of God; in other words, the
mystery of God becoming a human being.

It is also a time when we celebrate the fact
that God chose that most vulnerable of humans,
achild, to bring forth his divine purpose for the
salvation of humankind.God's sign is simplicity.
He makes himself small for us. He does not come
with power and outward splendour. He comes
as a baby in need of our help. Everyone loves
the Christmas season for different reasons,

whether it be the gifts, carols, family gatherings.
Some of the reasons of good news as per Luke
2:10-14.

- Itis 'Good News' because it Banishes Fear'
and it brings 'Great Joy'

- It is 'Good News' because it 'Save
Sinners'and it 'Glorifies God'

- It is 'Good News' because it is for 'All
People', and it emphasizes 'Human Values'.

Jesus came to seek and save the sinner, to
heal the broken-hearted, to destroy demonic
works and to establish His kingdom of peace
and joy on earth where hostility, turbulence and
divisionrule. The good news of the birth of Jesus
cannot be contained to one season, one month,
or one day: it is for every season, every month,
every day - because it is for every challenge,
every fear, every doubt, every stumble and fall,
every dying hope, every broken relationship,
every burden we carry, and
every pocket of emptiness,
=, sadness, brokenness, lostness,
and despair within us.

The nativity Jesus, the

'l Christmas is the mystery of God's
presence “* in our world, in the flesh, in real
life and in real time. God chooses the poor, simple
shepherds to first hear the breaking news of his
coming. He was born to a humble handmaid and
His foster father was a simple carpenter. God
has joined himself to us inseparably. He, the
Immanuel came to be with us. Thus, God's
solidarity with our sinful, suffering, oppressed,
harassed and dejected humanity is complete.
Jesus who walked, talked, touched and blessed
the lives of people in hands-on ways, introducing
and bringing God's forgiving and life-giving
presence personally to them, whatever their
circumstances is ever present today by caring
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for all,caring for the world amid the corona virus
pandemic and natural calamities.

Each Christmas season we are asked to hear
liberating Good News. This was the central
message in Pope Francis recent encyclical,
Fratelli Tutti, - the call to global fraternity and
social friendship, that all people will live together
as a family, as brothers and sisters to one another,
treating each other with dignity and
equality.Furthermore, in his message for World
Day of Peace, Our Holy Father promotes a
culture of care as a path to peace, urging us
against the prevailing culture of indifference to
the sufferings of others, of waste, of hatred and
confrontation, to practice the social teachings of
the catholic church. Let this culture of care start
in the family, the fundamental nucleus of our
society, where we first learn how to live together
and relate to each other with mutual love and
respect.

The year ending brings a chance to reflect on
who we are as people of faith and how we might
become better followers of Christ and a sense
of renewal. The lessons of the past year of
pandemic highlighted our global
interconnectedness and solidarity, our belief in
the sanctity of life and respect for the dignity of
every human person. We learned that showing
our love for one another, friend or stranger, can
be as simple as wearing a mask. The
inconvenience of such practice is far outweighed
by the opportunity to show our regard for the
wellbeing of one another.

Birth of Christ as not being "out of tune" with
the trial that we are going through, "because it is
par excellence the feast of compassion, of
tenderness. Its beauty is humble and full of human
warmth."The beauty of Christmas shines through
in the sharing of small gestures of concrete love.

It broadens the heart rebuilding the fabric of
relationships for a more fraternal humanity.
"Christmas is the season of goodwill, and can be
a tough time for many people, including those
who are homeless, recently bereaved, lonely or
struggling to make ends meet. Research shows
that acts of kindness can have a huge benefit to
your own happiness, health and sense of well-

being as well as those of the people you help.
Let us ask the Lord to grant us the grace of
looking upon the crib this Christmas night with
the simplicity of the shepherds, so as to receive
the joy with which they returned home. Let us
ask him to give us the humility and the faith with
which Saint Joseph looked upon the child that
Mary had conceived by the Holy Spirit. Let us
ask the Lord to let us look upon Him with that
same love with which Mary saw Him. And let us
pray that in this way the light that the shepherds
saw will shine upon us too, and that what the
angels sang that night will be accomplished
throughout the world: "Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among people with
whom he is pleased." Let us prepare ourselves
to enjoy the blessings of Christmas in our
individual and family life and ask the divine grace
to be the heralds of joy, peace and hope
everywhere and respond to that presence
positively in all possible ways. Wishing you a
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year 2022.
- Sr. Anjali Jacob UMI, Greater Noida

The Holy Father's Prayer Intention
DECEMBER - 2021
Intention for Evangelization - Catechists:
Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to
announce the Word of God: may they be its
witnesses, with courage and creativity and in
the power of the Holy Spirit.
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We Three Kings!
(A Study Based on Biblical, Historical and Geographical Approach)

Biblical & Historical Parenthesis - Three Kings

= = Letusclearourdoubtabout,
_ l who are exactly these three
- |J‘T'L] kings? The evidence from the

& gospel is found in Matthew's
! account (Mt 2: 1-12). All we
can glean from that passage is
that they are the three kings.
Classmal figures in every Nativity set - one king on
acamel, one kneeling at the manger and one standing
ready to offer his gift. But who were Wise Men and
what do we know about them? Who were the
Magi?

Magi or 'magicians,' they came from the East to
Jerusalem and they had seen a star announcing the
birth of the King of the Jews. The gospel does not
say there three Wise Men. That ideas comes from
the three gifts they brought. To track down who the
‘Wise Men were, we must first look East.
Geographical Parenthesis - East

The obvious choice is the Parthian Empire.
During the time of Jesus, the Parthian Empire was
the name of what was formerly the Persian Empire.
It was centered on the present day Iran and Iraq.
In the Parthian Empire there was a caste of
astrologer priests based in the ancient religion of
Zoroastrianism. Most scholars think the Magi were
Zoroastrian priest-astrologers from Persia.
However, none of this is recorded in Matthew's
gospel. Neither is there a mention that the Wise
Men were kings - nor are there camels in Matthew's
account.

So, where did the idea come from that the Wise
Men were camel-riding kings? The idea of three
kings and the presence of camels is linked with two
OT prophesies. Psalms 72:10-11 reads, "May the

kings of Tarshish and the islands bring tribute, the
kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. May all kings
bow before him, all nations serve him." Isaiah 60
which also read in the liturgy on the feast of the
Epiphany and like Psalm 72, Isaiah highlights the
dual meaning of the visit of the Wise Men: that the
light of Christ has come into the world and is for all
people - not only for the Jews.

The prophecy reads: "Arise! shine, for your light
has come, the glory of the Lord has dawned upon
you... Nations shall walk by your light, kings by
the radiance of your dawning. Raise your eyes and
look about; they all gather and come to you - Your
sons from afar. . . Then you shall see and be radiant

.. For the riches of the sea shall pour out before
you, the wealth of nations shall come to you.
Caravans of camels shall cover you, dromedaries
of Midian and Ephah; All from Sheba shall come
bearing gold and frankincense and heralding the
praises of the Lord" (cf. Is 60:1-6).

Now we can see where the idea of kings and
camels comes from. Matthew says the kings came
from the East and Persia seems the obvious choice,
but the passage from Isaiah predicts that the kings
come from Ephah, Midian and Sheba. Where are
Ephah, Midian and Sheba? Midian is the OT name
for what was in Jesus' time, the kingdom of the
Nabateans (cf Mk 3:7-8). It lies directly east and
south of Jerusalem - in present day Jordan - and
Ephah was a city of Midian further south in the
Arabian Peninsula. The ancient Kingdom of Sheba
was centered in what is present day Yemen, also to
the east and south. If we are looking to the
Scriptures for evidence, the prophecy from Isaiah
suggests that the Wise Men came from whatis now
Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen.
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If so, they probably did come on camels, since
Midian especially was known for its abundance of
camels. Can we use an OT prophecy to determine
where the Wise Men came from? Those who believe
in the accuracy of Biblical prophecy will nothave a
problem doing so. However, there are other
indicators to suggest the Arabian Peninsula rather
than Persia.

Final Parenthesis - Three Gifts

The three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
are overlooked as clues to solve the riddle. Where
did the gold come from? As mentioned, Yemen is
the present day location of the ancient civilization of
Sheba. The kingdom's fabulous wealth was based
on gold mines in Ethiopia. Archaeologists have
recently discovered what they believe to be the
mines of the queen of Sheba. The story of the queen
of Sheba (cf. 1 Kings 10), who came in procession
with great royal gifts of wealth establishes a
prophetic precedent. Just as the queen of Sheba
came to bear gifts to the Jewish king Solomon, so it
could be that the king of Sheba during Jesus' time
came, like his illustrious ancestors, to bear rich gifts
to the king of the Jews.

Furthermore, the kings of Yemen during the time
of Jesus were Jewish. They would have had akeen
interest in the goings-on in Herod's court and the

arrival of a new king of the Jews. Finally, Jesus
himself mentions this link in Mt 12:42 when he refers
to the queen of Sheba's visit to Solomon and
referring to himself says, "There is something greater
than Solomon here." There are more intriguing clues
based on three gifts.

The Arabian Peninsula, especially the area of
Midian and Sheba - is the only place in the world
where the specific plants grow from which are
harvested the resin to make both incense and myrrh.
These two rich gifts used for their aroma and for
medicinal purposes - were the cash crops of this
partof the world. The origin of the three gifts would
indicate that the Wise men came from the Arabian
Peninsula. And the gifts were not simply rich gifts
offered to baby Jesus, but were symbolic gifts from
the kingdoms of their origin.

The gifts had diplomatic significance and suggest
that the Magi were indeed either kings or
ambassadors from the court of Nabatea and Sheba.
Evenmore intriguing, there was constant traffic along
the 'incense route' which came north from the
southern tip of Arabia up to what is now Jordan
and across Judea to Gaza. If magi were southern
Arabia and the Kingdom of Nabatea (Present day
Jordan), their trade route ran right past Jerusalem
and Bethlehem. - Fr. Alok Toppo, Bengaluru

ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (DECEMBER, 2021)

1 60 Years Celebration of Delhi Province
Society of Pilar

2 Return from Delhi

3 Holy Mass: St. Francis Xavier Major
Seminary, Agra

4 Diamond Jubilee Mass of Most Rev. Vincent
M. Concessao and Rev. Fr. Victor D'Souza:
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, N. Delhi

5 Holy Mass: St. Francis Xavier Church, Etah

Holy Mass: Bethany Convent, Greater Noida

9 Annual Day Celebration: St. Alphonsa Special

oo

Education, Agra

11 Jubilee Celebration: Holy Mass, M.C.
Convent, Agra

12 Holy Mass: Cathedral, Agra
Holy Mass: Holy Communion &
Confirmation, St. Thomas Church, Sikandra

19 CRI Meeting

22 Christmas Programme: St. Peter's College,
Agra

27 Missionary Get Together: St. Peter's College,
Agra
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: \ They live in huts,

r wretched homes, amidst

A‘IM unsanitary conditions, no

roof over their heads pavement dwellers, living

under bridges, platforms, roadsides, outside
closed shops, rickshaws.

Daily life is a struggle, a real struggle for
thousands for their basic necessities of life in which
their life is sacrificed each day. Have we ever
listened to their side of the story. They say we
are treated like dogs, we have no life of our own,
no time to think about our children, we just live
only to serve, said a domestic worker. People
affix terrible labels and condemn them with rude
and nasty words, but to come closer to their lives,
getunder their skin and see their terrible plight is
to discover for ourself the unhappy world they
live in, exploited and oppressed.

Here are a few families undergoing difficulties;
An old lady rejected by her own son, lives all
alone, she is half blind, can't hear, she sells toys
and feeds herself. The children playing on the
street help her to put the bags of toys in the tempo
and returning late evening, some other children,
carry her bag and reach her home she struggles
to walk in the dark for 15-20 minutes. Four times
a week she goes to sell toys near a temple, the

Unhappy Plight of the Poor

""The reality in the lives of the poor is only understood by the poor,
who live in the world of the poor."

people coming to pray, out of compassion buy
her toys, She begs for food in the neighbouring
houses. If she asks her son for food, he beats
and sends her away. What a terrible plight to see
this old mother being treated so cruelly with
abusive words and beaten, by her son.

N

Mani Ram is on street for 5 long years,
unwanted by his family and relatives, he is lame,
he was given a wheel chair, as he went begging it
overturned and he fell hurting himself very badly,
now he is crippled on his second leg. Completely
helpless. He is living at the mercy of the passers
by even to get a bottle of drinking water, no baths
for months together. I was ready to get him
admitted in the ashram of Charity Sisters, but his
wife, daughters and relatives didn't allow. Each
time I visit him I see his terrible condition. I can
only take food and hot tea for him and some
fruits. I am really helpless to help him. It's terrible
to see how he answers nature's call unexplainable.
He feels so happy when I sit besides him and
place my hand on his shoulder and talk to him
and make him eat in my presence, people gather
around him whenever I go. I tell some people
there to bring him drinking water everyday. Some
passersby give him some coins out of pity, some
give him tea and food sometimes. He cries and
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tells please take me I am suffering here, with on
one to help me.

Rajia 26 year old mother is sickly, swollen
face and legs, when she feels better she goes to
work, just4 to 5 days, again on bed, no proper
work for husband, so they find it difficult to get
their daily bread. When she went for checkup
before delivery, the nurse could not get any blood
for testing. She was given half a litre of milk and
some ration. After two weeks she went for
delivery. Two hospitals rejected her saying she
has no blood, we can't take the risk. The 3rd
hospital by God's grace was ready provided they
get 20 Thousand, only then she would be
admitted. The husband went to his boss and
asked him to lend the needed amount and deduct
from his salary every month. The boss too didn't
have, he borrowed from his friend and gave, she
delivered a healthy baby girl it was a miracle both
survived. Only prayers and the holy water in milk

and glucone D and praying fervently before the
Blessed Sacrament and asking Jesus pour His
blood into the mother and child, made this
miracle possible for this poor family, by Jesus.
Machla and Bhoomi on the point of death
having dengu. Their father said I have no money
even to feed the family, so I can't take them to
the doctor. He was so desperate, seeing his plight,
I came to their rescue and did my level best, but
most of all, prayers before the Blessed
Sacrament, putting Holy water in the fruit juice
and papaya leaves juice and pleading of the Lord,
don't let them die, the five children will be
orphans. It was God who did marvels for this
family, who are rag-pickers. This Christmas let
us seek Jesus in the poor and helpless and bring
aray of hope in their lives, remembering child
Jesus laid in the cold manger and truly celebrate
ajoyous, blessed Christmas.
- Sr. Marina, St. Jude's Church, Agra

The Origin of the Christmas Crib

The origin of the Christmas Crib is often first
ascribed to Saint Francis of Assisi, who in 1223
celebrated the Feast of the Nativity in a new
way that led to a new devotional practice. Saint
Francis sent for his friend, Giovanni Vellita, a
landowner in Greccio where
Francis had a favourite
hermitage. "If now it seems
good to thee that we should &=
celebrate this feast together, go S
before me to Greccio and prepare everythmg
as [ tell thee. I desire to represent the birth of
that Child in Bethlehem in such a way that with
our bodily eyes we may see what He Suffered
for lack of the necessities of a newborn babe
and how He lay in a manger between the ox
and ass."

Saint Bonaventure, Francis' biographer, said
of the scene, "Many brothers and good people
came at Francis' bidding, and during the night
the weather also was beautiful. Many lights were
kindled, songs and hymns were sung with great
solemnity so that the whole
world echoed with the sound,
and the men of God stood by
the manger, filled with the utmost
#. joy, and shedding tears of
devotion and compassion. By his order the
manger had been so arranged that Mass was
celebrated on it, and blessed Francis... sang the
gospel and preached to the people on the
Nativity of Christ our King, and whenever he
pronounced His name with infinite tenderness
he called Him the 'little Babe of Bethlehem."
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The image of God is degraded and disgraced!
(Recollection Talk Based on Gen. 9:18-27 given by Rev. Fr. Shajun on 24 Nov. 2021)

Let's begin with a prayer -
the prayer of King David: Deal
bountifully with your servant,
that I may live and keep your
word. Open my eyes that I may
behold wondrous things out of
your Law. And we pray Lord,

that on this blessed day you would open our eyes
that we may see wondrous things in your word,
and we pray that your word deal bountifully with
us that we may live and keep your word. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Your Grace and Rev. Fathers for today's
reflection I have taken a passage from the book
of Genesis 9:18-27. In the book of Genesis there
are four chapters devoted to Noah, his family
and flood and so on. We read in the sixth chapter
that when the wickedness of humankind was
great in the earth, the Lord was sorry that He
had made humankind on earth and it grieved Him
to His heart. So the Lord said, I will blot out
from the earth the human beings I have created
together with animals and creeping things and
birds of the air. But then only Noah found favour
in the sight of God.

And we read in the Bible that Noah was a
righteous man, obedient man, and how God
saved him together with his family from the Great
Flood. God makes a covenant of Grace with
Noah. With Noah, God starts on the new world.
God told Him to be fruitful and multiply just as
He had said to Adam and Eve. God said to Noah
to go out and settle the land, go out in the
wilderness and make garden. And he obeys God
and becomes the man of soil.

But then a significant event takes place in the

life of Noah. We are told that at the end of the
chapter nine, Noah lived for another 350 years.
And we don't hear anything about what
happened at that time. There is only one event
that took place in 350 years in Noah's life is
highlighted. And this event is not pretty.
Something does go wrong. And today I would
like to invite you all to focus on this passage and
be open to God's message for our life.

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 9:18-
27 So here we have Noah, he was a master
builder, he spent years constructing the Arc and
now he became the man of soil. He became
successful, made vineyard and produced wine
from it. And God blessed him because of it. All
went on well, so far so good. But then we read
ahead-

He drank up the wine and became drunk and
lay uncovered in his tent. Scripture generally refers
wine as good thing a kind of blessing. However
itis significant that the first mention of wine that
we get in the Bible right here is associated with
shame. Noah abuses the blessing of God and
thus he passes out uncovered, he is naked. And
itexposes him to shame. Noah the image of God
with whom the Lord stared on the new earth is
now lying naked, unconscious. The image of God
is degraded and disgraced.

Now how did this happen? How did Noah
all of a sudden given to this? He was a righteous
man. In his generation he was blameless,
continued in his obedience to God and enjoyed
His blessings. He enjoyed the fruit of his labour.
And he rightfully did, he had a glass of wine. But
sadly this is when he led his guard down. When
he was under the pressure of building that arc
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with all the evil people around him, he stood
standing strong. But now what he feels is that he
isrelaxed, the pressure is off and he let his guard
down. The Lord had said to Cain, be vigilant
and be filled with the spirit, for sin is crouching at
the door. And at this time of relaxation Noah
opened the door for Satan to enter in. Though
he was a righteous man and faithful in his
generation he was caught up in the sins of
drunkenness.

Dear brothers in Christ Jesus, the first lesson
that we can learn from this state of Noabh is -
Even the most Godly are prone to sin. It could
be a warning to us that after walking closely with
God for years we could even fall at any moment
of our life. We have many examples in our Bible
like, Samson, King Saul. King Solomon, Judas.
They had their moments of great glory and
splendor. But when pride and self interest crept
into their lives, they lost the touch of God's Hand.
Our past Godliness doesn't guarantee future
Godliness. Neither age nor maturity provides
protection against temptation. We must walk in
dependence upon the Lord daily. Noah's sin also
teaches us that we are often the most vulnerable
when the pressure is off. When Noah was
surrounded by wickedness he lived righteously
but when the storm was over he fell into sin. When
the pressure is off, our self control comes down.
Therefore we are reminded today to be vigilant
and filled with the spirit, for sin is crouching at
the door.

Now we read in the verse 22 that Ham, the
father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father
and told his two brothers outside. This particular
verse has been the subject of lots of debates and
discussions among the scholars. The reason to
talk about this is because some say that Ham's
sin was graver than just seeing his father naked.

Some even associate Ham with sin of incest and
homosexual. But anyway it is not helpful for our
reflection. Let us focus on the main issue here.
The face with which Ham saw his father's
nakedness is not really the issue. The issue is he
went out of the tent and told his brothers. That is
the real sin of Ham. And the fact that he went out
of the tent and told his brothers about his father
reveals something about Ham's heart. Now let's
consider this proverb for a moment. Proverbs
17:9 where we read, "whoever covers an offence
seeks love but he who repeats a matter separates
close friends". Whoever covers an offence seeks
love. If Ham had loved his father he would have
covered himup. Buthe didn't. He left him there
naked and told his brothers. This reveals his heart
that he hated his father, he had contempt for his
father, and he publicly humiliated his father by
reporting his nakedness to his brothers. This is
the real sin that Ham committed. And this is the
behavior we see in the devil. The devil is the
accuser, the devil is the slanderer, and devil is
the gossip. And this is what we see in Ham. He
accuses his father, he slanders his father, and he
is a gossip. The same thing happened with Adam
and Eve. When they disobeyed God's word and
listened to Satan's word they accused each other
saying; it's your fault, it's your fault.

Dear brothers in Christ Jesus, it is a warning
for us. How do we respond to the other people's
sin? How do we respond when other priests
commit sin and offences? The way we respond
to the sins of the others will reveal something
about our heart. If we report the sin of the others
and if we take delight and relish in gossip, and if
we want let others to know about this person's
weakness or this person's failure then that's not
Godly to do, it is satanic. That's what the devil
does.
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The words of Noah here are not just words
of curse or blessing but it is presented to us as an
oracle, a prophecy. That the descendent of
Canaan will be the cursed people, hate filled and
rebellious people. And the Church history
witnesses to this prophecy. The Israelites entered
the Promised Land defeating the Canaanites, the
descendent of Canaan. And the Blessing on Shem
and Jephat also is fulfilled as we see the people
of Israel, the so called the descendent of Shem
and Jephat are now called as the covenant people,
God's chosen people.

We are too indeed the descendents of Ham
and Jephat through family line of Jesus.

Silence: Let's listen to the warnings that we

get from the life of Noah. There is a call for all
of us- to be sober minded, to be self
controlled. This is the fruit of the Spirit, that is
self-control and sober minded. And it's a
reminder to watch ourselves; sin is crouching
at the door. We need to be vigilant; we need
to keep our eyes open. And it is a reminder to
us that how we respond to others when they
fall and how do we respond to other's sin. Do
we expose it as Ham did and brought curses
to his descendents? Or do we cover it as Shem
and Jephat did and bring blessings to all?
Above all, love one another earnestly, since
love covers the multitude of sins.

Fr. Shajun, St. Patricks' Church, Agra

The Legend of the Christmas Tree
(by Lucy Wheelock)

Two little children were
sitting by the fire one cold
winter night. All at once they
heard a timid knock at the
doorandonerantoopen
it.

There, outside in
the cold and the darkness, stood a child
with no shoes on his feet and clad in
thin, ragged garments. He was
shivering with cold and he asked if
he could come in and warm himself,
"Yes, come," cried both the
children; "you shall have our
place by the fire. Come in!" =

They drew the little stranger
to their warm seat and shared their
supper with him, and gave him their bed, while
they slept on a hard bench.

In the night they were awakened by strains of
sweet music and, looking out, they saw a band of

children in shining garments approaching the house.
They were playing on golden harps, and the air
was full of melody.

Suddenly the Stranger Child stood before
them; no longer cold and ragged, but clad in
silvery light.

His soft voice said: "I was cold and you
took me in. I was hungry, and you fed

Me. I was tired, and you gave me your
bed. I am the Christ Child, wandering
through the world to bring peace and
happiness to all good children. As you
have given to Me, so may this tree
.. every year give rich fruit to you."
Saying so, he broke a branch
&% from the fir tree that grew near the

: door, and planted it in the ground
and dlsappeared But the branch grew into a great
tree, and every year it bore wonderful golden fruits
for the kind children.

— Fr. Vineesh Joseph, Mathura
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DATES TO REMEMBER

DECEMBER

05 B.D. Fr. Sunny Kottoor

06 B.D. Fr. Mathew Thundiyil

08 O.D. Fr. Arul Kumar

10 B.D. Fr. George Paul

10 B.D. Fr. Dominic George

15 B.D. Fr. Rogimon Thomas

15 B.D. Fr. Santosh D'Sa

18 B.D. Fr. Roshan D'Silva

24 B.D. Fr. Stephen K.

25 B.D. Fr. Ignatius Miranda

26 B.D. Fr. Joseph Dabre

28 B.D. Fr. Mathew Kanjirathinkal
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Christmas Tree by
Christian Samaj Seva Society, Agra

CSSS is organizing "Christmas Tree" in
loving memory of Late Mr. Michael
Silvera for the poor and under priviledged
children and families on Sun. 19 Dec.
2021 at 1:30 p.m. at Kothi No. 95,
Naulakha, Agra Cantt.

— Dennis Silvera (President)
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The Simplicity of Christmas (Luke 2:8-20)

Our world has incredibly
' complex problems: pandemic,
q.'_’: wars, terrorism, famines
catastrophes. People have
ﬁ‘_; complex problems: physical,
= emotional and family problems.
Sometimes we despair we try

" : to help others or to deal with
our own problems At times, the proposed
solutions seem too complex that we aren't sure

we can implement them. But God provides a

simple solution for all the 3
complex problems we %
face in this world. It is the §

simple solution of the &
saviour, whose birth we |
celebrate at Christmas.
Some would scoff and call §
ita simplistic solution, one
that really doesn't work.
Others would say that it's

anice legend, harmless enough but they would

never consider it as a serious solution to any
significant problems.

God knows that the basic problem with the
world is the sin of the human race. Any solutions
that leave out dealing with the sin problem are the
simplistic solutions. The only solution that offers
true hope and help is that which takes into account
the sinful hearts of people and offers a practical
solution to that universal problem.

God's Christmas message to us offers such a
solution. The Saviour whose birth we celebrate
was to be named Jesus (Jehovah saves), for he
would save his people from their sins (Mathew
1:21). The Christmas story of the shepherds who
went to see the Lord Jesus on the night of his birth

reveals that...

God's simple solution for man's complex
problems is a Saviour, who is (Christ the Lord).

The three things strike us about this family story
is:-

1. The Christmas message is for simple people.
God chose simple shepherds to be the first to
know of the birth of the Saviour is even stranger
by human standards because in Israel shepherding
was alovely task.

2.The Chnstmas message is simple in content
E nothing could be more
simple and yet more
4 inscrutably profound!
8 God brings salvation to
| Adam's fallen race by
taking human flesh to
himself, yet without sin.
Then, as our sinless
substitute. He bore our sin
to satisfy the righteous

justice of God so that God may be both "just and

the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus"
(Romans 3:26).

3. The Christmas message is simple in its
obligation how should we respond? Just like the
shepherds responded. They believed the word of
God through the angel, as shown by their leaving
their flocks and going to Bethlehem. They told
others what they had seen. And they went back
to their sheep glorifying and praising God.

Whatever problems you face, He is God's
simple solution the saviour who is Christ the Lord.
He was born so that you can be born again. Will
you receive Him as God's gift for you this
Christmas?

- Mahima Lal, Havelock Church, Agra
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Celebrate Christmas Meaningfully

Christmas is the event of
| the greatest sacrifice -God
L | became man. It is the day
",Iill-" ~ when God gave man the

4 " | | %y greatest gift- his only
i JJ begotten Son.
= e . I'would like to present to

you how to celebrate Christmas meaningfully.
(5A's)

ADORE THE LORD

Let us adore and worship the Lord Jesus by
acknowledging who He is and what He has
done for us. Let
our souls magnify
the Lord and our
spirits rejoice in
God our Savior
(Luke 1:46, 47)! ==
Someone has.
written, "Jesus had =
no servants, yet
they called Him
Master. He had no

degrees, yet they ﬁ?
called Him ¥°25% 0]
teacher. He did not learn medicine, yet people
called Him Healer. He had no army, yet the kings
feared him. He had won military battles, yet He
conquered the world." Are we not privileged to
worship this unique and incomparable Christ!
So make this time of Christmas a time of praise
and adoration.

ABANDON YOUR SINFUL LIFE

As there was no room for the baby Jesus in
the inn (Luke 2:7), there is no room for him
today in the lives of many people as they
celebrate Christmas. Many a time we shut Jesus

out of our Lives by indulging in sinful and evil
things. As we have come to the end of this year,
examine our hearts to find out whether Jesus is
in the centre of our life. If we have crowded
him out by giving importance to the other things
in our hearts, invite Him back to take his right
place. Decide to abandon all evils habits, wicked
practices and bad friendship. Jesus is standing
at the door of your heart and knocking. If you
hear his voice now and open the door of your
heart, He will come in and bless you richly (Rev.
3:20).
¥ ACT TO
#ad MAKE PEACE
AND LIVE IN
PEACE

The Bible says,
if itis possible, as
much as depends
on you, live
peaceably will all
men' (Rom 12:18;
Heb 12:14). Jesus
has also said that
: we should
become peace-makers (Matt. 5:9). We must
make every effort to make peace between
people during this season. Billy Graham in his
book, 'the Secret of happiness' says that
Christians should be peace makers at home, in
the community, in the church and at work.
Wherever relationships are at stake, we need
to work for peace and get engaged in the
ministry of reconciliation.

ATTEND TO THE NEEDS OF THE
POOR

When we ponder the realities of a tragic
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world, one in which fellow Human beings are
engulfed in chaos, pain, fear and death, we will
not allow the selfishness and greed which usually
rule over us during the season. Mother Theresa
once prayed, 'Make us worthy, Lord to serve
those people throughout the world who live and
died in poverty and hunger. Give them through
our hands, this day, their daily bread, and by
our understanding love, give them peace and

"

joy.

The Christmas story exemplifies the spirit of
giving (John 3:16). Let us search for ways to
share our wealth with the less fortunate of the
world. Jesus told, '...when you give a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,
and you will be blessed. Although they cannot
repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection
of the righteous' (Luke 14: 12-14). The bible
promises blessing to those who consider the
poor (Read Psalm 41: 1-3; 112:9).

Mother Theresa once said: "When a Person
dies of hunger, it has not happened because God
did not take care of him or her. It has happened
because neither you nor [ wanted to give that
person what he or she needed.' Let us decide
to be contributors to the well-being of those
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around us rather than just being consumers!

ANNOUNCE THE GOOD NEWS

Have you spoken to at least one non-
Christian this year about Christ? Decide to share
the love of God with those who have never heard
about the first Christmas! Ask God to lay on
your heart one person who needs to hear the
good news of Jesus this month. And ask him
for an opportunity to show the love of God to
that person. Make the Christmas season a time
of aggressive evangelism! Our message needs
the message of glad tiding desperately.

As we celebrate the Christmas season
together and move towards 2022, we pray we
will see a year of new beginnings and great hope.

May the light of Christ bless our world and
fill our homes and families, this Christmas day
and always.

Sr. Juliet Pullokaran PSOL,
Divya Prabha, Baluganj, Agra
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ST. PETER'S COLLEGE:
A Saga of Selfless Service and Excellence
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St. Peter S College has entered the
dodransbicentennial (175 year) of its
establishment. For the past 175 years the College
has done yeoman's service in the field of education
and has carved a niche for itself in the educational
map of the country in particular and of the world
in general. The journey of 175 years has been a
long one, serving the nation with a stamp of
distinction that has been the hallmark of the
College.

The College has maintained a consistently high
position for 175 years which has been by no
means an easy task. It has required the toil and
sweat, dedication and sacrifice, mission and
planning of its administrators, teachers and other
employees. It has also required the active
cooperation of the parents and the well-wishers.

Danish philosopher Soren Keirkegarrd Said,
"Life can only be understood backwards, but it
must be lived forwards". The 175 years of
existence of the College allows us to reflect on
the achievements of the past but challenges us to
look ahead. It reminds us that we must protect
what is precious from the past, and look forward
and continue to innovate and strive to excel.

Numerous and significant changes have
occurred nationally and globally after the

ki
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establ1shment of the College in 1846. But the
College has stood the test of time, has thrived
telling the story of courageous leadership, vision,
mission and the zeal of the pioneers who explored
the unchartered areas to disseminate light of
knowledge. Along the way it has adapted to the
shifting sands of changing education style. Thus
the Anniversary is an occasion to look back in
time, pause and reflect on our identity, who we
are and where we are heading. Our long history
provides us outposts to explore new areas, the
vantage point from where new knowledge is to
be sought. St. Peter's has lived up to its mission
and belief that the young men that come out of
the institution should be men of great calibre and
charisma making a tangible difference in their
world.

Though St. Peter's has seen impressive growth
and expansion over 175 years, the mission
remains the same - to prepare young boys for
academic success in the College and to challenge
and inspire them to be leaders for good in the
world. In the book of Isaiah chapter 33 verse 6
we read "And wisdom and knowledge shall be
thy stability of the times, and strength and
salvation: the fear of the Lord is his treasure."

The Gospel power of witnessing vibrated
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through the 175 years, guaranteeing the mission
of the Church, has had its influence over the
society and culture. Christ's vision of the human
person, of life and of the world have been the
well-knit fibre of the educational service rendered
by the hard labour of all who headed the
institution and the Archbishops who shepherded
the diocese.

We gratefully remember all the Bishops and
Archbishops, especially Archbishop Joseph
Anthony Borghi, O.FE.M. Cap., the founder of
the College. His enterprise, labour and
devotedness to the cause of education were well-
known throughout India.

There have been many who have toiled and
laboured to make St. Peter's what it is today.
The administrative arrangement of the College in
the first 125 years of its existence was that, a
Rector was the Chief Administrative head. A
Headmaster was appointed to look after
teaching, discipline and other extracurricular
activities. We are beholden to all of them who
served the College from 1841 to 1966. In 1966
this arrangement of Rector and Headmaster was
replaced by a single functionary, the Principal,
Rev. Fr. Columban Gomes being the first
incumbent on that post. Many activities took
place during his principalship which helped the
institution to grow by leaps and bounds.

Fr. Alexander took over as Principal in 1976.
He remained in office for less than two years.

In 1978 Fr. Jerome D' Souza became the
Principal. His tenure witnessed overall
development in academic and co-curricular
fronts.

Fr. Sebastian Pantaladi who succeeded Fr.
Jerome was the first diocesan priest to hold the
post from 1983 to 1986. To cope with the
increasing number of students new sections were

Fr. Jose Maliekal took over as Principal in
1986, who ensured that students have a
productive ambience to study.

In 1987 Fr. George Paul assumed office as
Principal. During his tenure stress was given to
extracurricular activities like games, Sports,
dramatics, debates etc. Academic excellence
reached a new height during his principalship.

Fr. Dennis D' Souza took over in 1995. It
was during his tenure that the College celebrated
its 150 th Anniversary. His motto was "discipline
with love" but never compromised with anyone
who indulged in indiscipline.

Fr. Mathew Kumblumottil was appointed
Principal in 2001. He got the Primary wing
constructed in 2005. He maximised the learning
potential of the students by developing a fear -
free ambience which helped develop a strong
bond between the students and teachers.

Fr. John Ferreira succeeded Fr. Mathew. His
tenure witnessed the construction of the Main
Gate, Yoga Gallery, and Yoga Hall. The statue
of the Christ the Redeemer was also erected in
the eastern side of the 'A’ field. A yoga exponent,
he proved that Yoga not only nourishes the body
of the students but also brings discipline in their
lives.

Fr. Dr. Paul Thannickal took over the reins
of the College in 2013. His principalship was
known for stress on discipline and academics.
The renovated Senior Block, the Archbishop
Albert D' Souza Silver Jubilee Memorial Hall,
the very hall where you are seated are his
additions to the infrastructure of the College.

And I'have been doing my best to follow their
footprints in my capacity as the Principal.

I take this opportunity to thank all the former
Vice Principals who served the College with
devotion. They are Rev. Fr. Thomas
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Paramundayil; Msgr. K.C. Thomas, Prelate of
Honour; Rev. Fr. Jose Maliekal, Rev. Fr.
Sebestian Panthladi, Rev. Fr. George Paul, Rt.
Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjali, the Archbishop-elect
of Agra; Rt. Rev. Joseph Thykkatil, Bishop of
Gwalior; Rev. Fr. Simon Lopez, now Principal
of St. Xavier High School and Junior College,
who had the longest term as Vice Principal; Rev.
Fr. Paul Matthew, Rev. Fr. Dr. Robert Varghese,
now Principal of St. Francis Sr. Secondary
School, Hathras; Rev. Fr. Roy Dolphus, Rev. Fr.
Prakash D' Souza, Rector, St. Lawrence
Seminary; Rev. Fr Roshan Perreira, Rev. Fr.
Francis D' Souza, Rev. Fr. Praveen D'Costa,

Rev. Fr. Lawrence V. Raja and the current
incumbent Rev. Fr. Santeesh Antony.

I take this opportunity to thank all the
Managers, Fr. Stephen Kolandaiswamy, Fr.
Bhaskar Jesuraj and Fr. Dr. Paul Thannickal,
who served the College with devotion and
dedication.

We are also indebted to the Headmistresses
who had put in their best efforts to help the
Principal in the administration. They are Sr. Ann
Joseph (Mother General F.C.C.), Sr. Hugo, Sr.
Daisy Mathew, Sr. Albert Maria, Late Sr. Annie
Flossy, Sr. Peter, Sr. Barson, Sr. Bridget Mary
and the present Headmistress Sr. Daisy Maria.

The following were the heads of the College during the Jubilee years.

Silver Jubilee: Rev. Fr Semphorian, O.C. 1870-1871
Golden Jubilee: Rev. Fr. Englebert , O.C. 1895-1896
Platinum Jubilee: Rev. Fr. Norman D.D. 1920-1921
Centenary: Rev. Fr Pius Lyons, O.C. 1945-1946
Quasquicentenial: Rev. Fr. Columban, OFM. Cap. 1970-1971
Sesquicentennial: Rev. Fr. Dennis D' Souza, 1995-1996

I, in my capacity as the Principal, am doing
my level best to organise the
Dodransbicentenial Celebration at an
opportune time depending on the ebbing of the
pandemic.

We embark on the 175th Anniversary
celebrations filled with appreciation for the
past, excitement about the present and
inspiration for our future. We intend to hold a
yearlong series of programmes and activities

Silent Night! Holy Night!
All's asleep, one sole light,

Just the faithful and holy pair,
Lovely boy-child with curly hair,
Sleep in heavenly peace! (2)

(Silent night was written in 1816 by an Austrian
assistant priest Joseph Mohr. He was told the

that tie into the College's rich history and long
standing ideals. The Opening Ceremony of the
same was held on 5th December 2020.

We thank the Lord for the hard and honest
work, sweat and labour put in by the sterling
men and women and students and staff of yore.
We pray that St. Peter would intercede for us
God's blessing not only for the next one year
but many more years and centuries to come.

- Fr. Andrew Correia, Principal

day before Christmas that the church organ was
broken and would not be repaired in time for
Christmas Day. Saddened, he sat down to write
that could be sung by Choir to Guitar Music.
"Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht," was heard for the
first time at that midnight mass in St. Nicholas
Church in Oberndorf in Austria.)
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Saint of the Month

St. Nicholas

Feast Day : 06 December &

St. Nicholas, also called Nicholas of Bari or
Nicholas of Myra, (flourished 4th century, Myra,
Lycia, Asia Minor [near modern Demre, Turkey];
Western feast day December 6; Eastern feast
day December 19), one of the most popular
minor saints commemorated in the Eastern and
Western churches and now traditionally
associated with the festival of Christmas. In many
countries children receive gifts on December 6,
St. Nicholas Day. He is one of the patron saints
of children and of sailors.

Nicholas’s existence is not attested by any
historical document, so nothing certain is known
of his life except that he was probably bishop of
Mpyra in the 4th century. According to tradition,
he was born in the ancient Lycian seaport city of
Patara, and, when young, traveled to Palestine
and Egypt. He became bishop of Myra soon after
returning to Lycia. He was imprisoned and likely
tortured during the persecution of Christians by
the Roman emperor Diocletian but was released
under the rule of Constantine the Great. He may
have attended the first Council of Nicaea (325),
where he allegedly struck the heretic Arius in the
face. He was buried in his church at Myra, and
by the 6th century his shrine there had become
well known. In 1087 Italian sailors or merchants
stole his alleged remains from Myra and took
them to Bari, Italy; this removal greatly increased
the saint’s popularity in Europe, and Bari became
one of the most crowded of all pilgrimage centres.

Nicholas’s reputation for generosity and
kindness gave rise to legends of miracles he
performed for the poor and unhappy. He was

reputed to have given marriage dowries of gold
to three girls whom poverty would otherwise have
forced into lives of prostitution and to have
restored to life three children who had been
chopped up by a butcher and put in a tub of
brine. In the Middle Ages, devotion to Nicholas
extended to all parts of Europe. He became the
patron saint of Russia and Greece; of charitable
fraternities and guilds; of children, sailors,
unmarried girls, merchants, and pawnbrokers;
and of such cities as Fribourg, in Switzerland,
and Moscow. Thousands of European churches
were dedicated to him—one, built by the Roman
emperor Justinian I at Constantinople (now
Istanbul), as early as the 6th century. Nicholas’s
miracles were a favourite subject for medieval
artists and liturgical plays, and his traditional feast
day was the occasion for the ceremonies of the
Boy Bishop, a widespread European custom in
which a boy was elected bishop and reigned until
Holy Innocents’ Day (December 28).

After the Reformation, devotion to Nicholas
disappeared in all the Protestant countries of
Europe except Holland, where his legend
persisted as Sinterklaas (a Dutch variant of the
name St. Nicholas). Dutch colonists took this
tradition with them to New Amsterdam (now
New York City) in the American colonies in the
17th century. Sinterklaas was adopted by the
country’s English-speaking majority under the
name Santa Claus, and his legend of a kindly old
man was united with old Nordic folktales of a
magician who punished naughty children and
rewarded good children with presents. The
resulting image of Santa Claus in the United States
crystallized in the 19th century, and he has ever
since remained the patron of the gift-giving festival
of Christmas.

Sr. Shalini, Satya Seva Sisters, Agra
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"' Faith helps us to get through!"
Our Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Graces,
Sardhana (Meerut)

’ Faithful people since ages
®" have been undertaking and going
" on holy trips and pilgrimages.
_ These pilgrimages strengthen the
faith of the people in God and in

D » & his supreme power. Thus, with
this intention we the people of Agra city made
our pilgrimage to the world famous shrine of Our
Lady of Graces in Sardhana, 22 km away from
Meerut, on 18-19th November, 2021.

We were 50+ young and old
people from all four parishes of
the city. We were led by Mr.
Lawrence Masih ( St. Patrick's
| Church, Agra Cantt) and Rev. Fr.
= ' Eugene Moon Lazarus, Spritual
Director, St. Lawrence Minor Seminary, Agra.

We gathered in St. Mary's Church, Agra,
where Rev. Fr. Prakash D' Souza, Rector of
St.Lawrence Minor Seminary explained us the
meaning of pilgrimage. It was followed by a short
orientation to Pilgrimage by Rev. Fr. Eugene
Moon Lazarus and instructions by Mr.
Lawrence. We left for Sardhana at about 10:00
pm. Before Hathras our bus broke down, as there
was a technical problem in the gear box. Then,
someone rightly remembered that the halt has
occured, because we didn't recite the Rosary.
Thus, within no time, we all had beads of Rosary

in our hands. Meanwhile the problem was solved
and the bus started again. We stopped at Aligarh
for a tea break.

IR TR Early in the
morning by 3:30am
. we found ourselves in
Sophia Girls College,
" Meerut, one and a
¢ half hour before our
scheduled arrival
time. The MSA Srs.,
especially Rev. Sr.
Gail (Principal) was
. extremely kind with
us. By 6:30am we all had adelicious breakfast,
courtesy MSA Sisters.

Then we left for our final destination. By
8:15am we were at the feet of OLG, Mother's
lovely and world famous shrine. Rev. Fr. Eugene
Moon Lazarus offered the Holy Mass for all of
us. In his homily he reminded us to be obedient
and faithful children of our Divine Mother. After
the Mass, most of us spent quality time in the
Shrine, thanking and praising her, for her constant
love and protection. Then, Rev. Sr. Meena Naidu,
RIM, offered us hot tea and Samosas. Thank you
dear Sr. Meena ji! After tea and snacks, some of
us went for shopping souvenirs etc. whereas some
preferred to buy fresh jaggery and sugarcanes.

Sharp at 12 noon, we started our 'Stations of
the Cross' at the magnificient live- size statues
infront of the Shrine. Mrs. Nishi Augustine and
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Sir Lawrence Masih conducted the devotion.
Then, we had our lunch- garmagaram Choley
Bhaturey. Thank you Mintoo bhaiya for arranging
the lunch.

Then after the sumptuous meal we bid farewell
to the Lady of Sardhana, assuring her that we
will come back soon to her protection and care.
We though, were tired, but enjoyed playing
tambola (housie) and antakshree games on our
way back. We halted at Bulandsheher for tea
etc. And then proceeded to Hathras, where Rev.
Fr. Sunny Kottoor and Rev. Fr. G. Xavier along
with some devout parishioners were waiting for
us. Rev. Frs. offered us tea with some
refreshments. We will never forget your kindness
and generosity dear Hathraswalas!

At about 10:00 pm we reached back to St.
Mary's Church, Agra. We are extremely grateful
to Rev. Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus, Mr. Lawrence
Masih and all those who organised this memorable
pilgrimage.

We left behind our mental baggages of
worries, tentions and troubles. On the contrary,
we brought joys of peace, love, companionship,
faith, hope and compassion. May Our Lady of
Graces continue to watch over us and pray for
us. -Khyati Lazarus & Devina Lamba
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Rev. Sr. Dolorosa MC celebrated Golden
Jubilee of her Religious Committment
Agra, 11 Dec. Rev. Sr. Dolorosa MC

celebrated the golden jubilee of her religious

committment. His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Raphy
Manjaly, the Archbishop of Agra offered the Holy
Eucharist along with Parish and Seminary
Fathers.

On behalf of Rev. Sr. Annliese MC superior
of the community Sr. Emma welcomed everyone
and briefed the congregation with the jubilarian
life-sketch. It was followed by lighting of the
jubilee candle by Sr. Dolorosa. His Grace highly
appreciated the works and charisma of the
jubilarian. He said that we must learn and imbibe
the heavenly qualities of our dearest mother Saint
Theresa of Calcutta. It is indeed a great challenge
to work and serve the less fortunate ones.

The melodious choir was led by the
seminarians under the able guidance of Rev. Fr.
Prakash D'Souza, Rector of the Seminary.

Later Sr. Dolorosa expressed her gratitude,
saying that God has been very kind and generous
with her long journey of 50 golden years.

After the Jubilee Mass, we all gathered
together to felicitate our dear Sr. Dolorosa MC.
The jubilee cake was cut and everyone relished
it. Than a sumptous lunch was served to all
present.

To mark the jubilarian, Regional Superior
Rev. Sr. Amrit MC and Sisters from various
neighbouring MC communities were present.

- Bro. Suman Toppo, Agra
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Parish Children received the Sacrament
in St. Joseph's, Greater Noida
It was wonderful and a spiritual bliss to
witness 22 students of St. Joseph's Church,
Greater Noida receiving the Holy Body of Jesus
Christ for the first time in their lives on 14th
November, 2021. There were also 29 candidates

[ AGRADIANCE

[33]

O DECEMBER - 2021 |




who received the sacrament of Confirmation.
Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly, the Archbishop
of Agra prayed for the descent of the Holy Spirit
upon them, so that they may be strengthened and
Spirit-filled to witness Jesus Christ. He conferred
the Sacrament of Confirmation to them. The
Archbishop offered the Holy Mass along with
Rev. Fr. Vinoy Pullivelil, the Parish Priest. Many
other priests, concelebrated with him. Rev. Sisters
from neighbouring convents and many
parishioners participated in the Eucharist The
enthusiasm of the children was blessed by the
presence of their near and dear ones who came
to pray and witness the occasion. It was great
celebration for the St. Joseph's Parish, as we
were able to attend such a beautiful ceremony
after a long time.
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The joyful mood of the parishioners was seen
through their coordination and cooperation in
arranging the things and welcoming the guests. The
choir was led by the youth of the parish which made
the event a memorable one. The inspiring and
meaningful homily of the Archbishop added more
bliss to the solemnity of the day. The Archbishop,
Parish Priest and everyone in the parish wished best
to the children for their spiritual journey.

The Archbishop also gave away the trophy and
prizes to the winners who won prizes of the
Archdiocesan Family Bible Quiz based on Year

of St. Joseph. He congratulated them for their
efforts. Then the Archbishop and all the priests
had the refreshments along with the children who
received Sacraments of Confirmation and First
Holy Communion. Later, we had a short Parish
Council meeting with the Archbishop where he
discussed the progress of the activities of the parish.
The parish community of St. Joseph's Church,
Greater Noida, considers this day as a special gift
from God. -Mrs. Raji Andrews, Agra
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The Golden Jubilee Year begins at

St. Francis Church, Hathras

Hathras, 21 Nov. 17 July 1972,
is an unforgettable day written in
glittering golden imprints in the
history of St. Francis Church,
Hathras. It is dated for the
foundation of St. Francis Inter College and St.
Francis Church Hathras. The inauguration of the
Golden Jubilee celebration was marked on 21
Sunday, November, 2021 with the hoisting of
jubilee flag by Rev. Fr. Jose Maliackal, the
founder of St. Francis Inter College and St.
Francis Church, as well. It was followed by the
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. The esteemed
presence of Rev. Fr. Elias was encouraging. The
whole parish was assembled to witness the
inaugural session.

Rev. Fr. Jose Maliackal was the main celebrant
of the Eucharist. Rev. Fr. Sunny Kottoor, Rev. Fr.
Xavier and Rev. Fr. Joseph Rodrigues were the
concelebrants. Fr. Jose Maliackal in his homily
highlighted the initial struggles faced and painstaking
efforts made to begin the school and the church.
His words indeed could revive the old faded
memories of many.

It educated and enlightened the young and old
alike with the past experiences. Everyone admired
the manifold and marvelous ways of God. He
highlighted how God turns adversities into
opportunities and problems into solutions. God
chose Fr. Jose as an instrument to sow the seeds
of faith, and paved the way for evangelization at
Hathras. It was an enriching experience and happy
moment for all the parishioners of St. Francis
Church to learn how the seed that was sowed,
turned into saplings, and gradually grew to be a
strong and sturdy tree spreading its branches all
around, broad and wide, now welcoming
everyone to enjoy the shades underneath.

After the Holy Mass, there was Rosary
procession in the premises of the Church, led by
the Youth Association of the Parish. Then,
everyone joined the agape, prepared by the
Association of Friends of St Joseph.

-Biju Augustine, Hathras
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Quinquagenerian St. Francis Inter
College, Hathras celebrates inaugural
ceremony of Golden Jubilee Year (21-22)
Hathras, 29 November will
always be remembered for
distinguished its historical
¥ significance in the city of Hathras
. asthe campus of St. Francis Inter
College was festooned for the formal
Inauguration of Golden Jubilee Ceremony. The
humble beginning of this reputed institution on
17th July, 1972 at B. H. O1l Mill, Hathras by
Very Rev. Fr. Jose Maliekal with 20 pioneer
students, stands as one of the eminent landmarks
in the city today, enlightening more than 3500
students and imparting quality education with its
well-defined infrastructure, highly qualified and
experienced faculties.

P L V™

The ceremony commenced with the hoisting
of the Golden Jubilee Flag by Rev. Fr. Raphy
Vallachira, the Manager. Thereafter, at the arrival
of the Chief Guest, His Grace Most Rev. Dr.
Raphy Manjaly, the Golden Jubilee Flag was
hoisted by him in the Senior Wing Campus in the
august assembly of Guests of Honour, Dignitaries,
Teachers and Students.

The programme started with a brief history
of the school since 1972 to 2021. Most Rev.
Dr. Raphy Manjaly, the Archbishop of Agra,
Most Rev. Dr. Albert D' Souza, the Archbishop

Emeritus, Very Rev. Fr. Jose Maliekal, the
Founder Principal, the former Principals, Rev.
Fr. Sebastian Pantaladi, Rev. Fr. Vijayan (OFM.
Cap.) Rev. Fr. Dr. Robert Varghese and one of
our former Vice-Principals, Rev. Sr. Virgin MSA,
were greeted with floral welcome.

The lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the
dignitaries followed by prayer invoked the Divine
inspiration. The gracious prayer dance was a true
worship and veneration to the Omnipotent. The
melodious choir serenaded with a welcome note
to the audience. The evolution of the Golden
Jubilee Logo in an animated video was utterly
captivating. The sensational unveiling of the same
was a phenomenal presentation by the graceful
dancers.

The elite gathering was addressed and blessed
by Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly, Most Rev.
Dr. Albert D' Souza and Very Rev. Fr. Jose
Maliekal. The documentary on the Five Decade
Long Journey from 1972 - 2021 was nostalgic
and impressive. The young talents from primary
wing had stolen the hearts of the audience by
their fusion dance. The scintillating finale
choreography by the rocking troupe was an
extravaganza. The Inaugural Ceremony was thus
concluded with a tribute to the Nation by the
chorus of the National Anthem. The audience
relished on the sumptuous feast and dispersed
with a thank heart.

-Chinnadurai Amalasevan, Hathras
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Indian Catholic Press Association Annual
Meet in Mumbai

Vs B AR 4 E
Mulnlllbai, Dec 1, 2%21 : early 45-catholic
journalists from across India attended the
National Convention of Indian Catholic Press
Association (ICPA) on Dec. 1,2021 in Mumbai.
The theme for the convention was: "Hit the Streets:
Listen, Encounter, Engage" based on Pope
Francis's message this year for the World
Communications Day that focuses on "Come and
See (Jn 1:46): Communicating by Encountering
People Where and as They Are."

Speaking at the inaugural function, Justice
Aloysius Aguiar, a former Judge of Bombay High
Court, said, "A good journalist is one who hits
the street in pursuit of truth despite all the
hardships and threats to life. But unfortunately,
the fourth pillar of democracy in the country has
failed in its sacred duty of scrutinizing the
government's policies and programs. Instead, it
has turned out to be a pliable institution trying to
live out of the 'favors' dished out by the
government."

In a panel discussion on the theme, speakers
expressed concern over how media has failed to
be a watchdog and instead it has become a tool
to peddle fake news and spread misinformation
and a means to malign individuals and denigrate

VEIW
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communities. The panellists were Mohan
Sivanand, former editor-in-chief of Reader's
Digest, Jesuit activist Father Cedric Prakash and
ShaisonOuseph, head of Department for Film
and Television, St. Xavier Institute of
Communications in Mumbai.

Sister Sujata Jena, a nun-political-activist
belonging to the Congregation of the Sacred
Hearts of Jesus and Mary, Odisha, Father Cedric
Prakash, a well-known Jesuit activist Priest based
in Gujarat and Ranchi based Hindi magazine
Nishkalanka, were awarded during the
convention for their courageous contribution to
the people through media activism.

The final statement urged journalists to have
the courage to heal the illness plaguing society.
"Today we pledge to listen to the people,
encounter and engage with them to make our
communication more effective and responsive until
that time truth, justice, reconciliation and peace
prevail," the statement added.

Social Justice Crusader, Father Cedric
Prakash, SJ appealed to all journalists to stick
out their necks and fight for a just, free and
equitable world. Accepting the Indian Catholic
Press Association (ICPA) award, Father Prakash
said "We need to wake up now, to be visible
and vocal, to use our God-given talents for a
more harmonious and peaceful world."He called
upon the media to fight a relentless war on behalf
of the poor and the marginalized. He asked
media persons not to get carried away by
electronic gadgets and to concentrate on their
core concerns of fighting for human rights.

Sr. Sujata Jena who writes for various national
and international online portals to highlight the
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plight of the marginalized and bonded labourers,
made a passionate plea to continue the fight
against discrimination for the weaker sections of
the society. The SC/BC Special Award was
instituted by the ICPA and sponsored by the
CBCI office for Scheduled Castes and
Backward Classes to promote the welfare of the
marginalized peoples.
In his video message, His Eminence, Cardinal
Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Mumbai and
President of the Catholic Bishops Conference
of India congratulated the ICPA members. He
stressed the importance of the word of the Gospel
on issues of social justice and human rights.
Courtesy: Fr. Saji Palamattom

Archbishop Vincent Concessao
makes it to Diamond Jubilee

Y

New Delhi 4th December, 2021. The
Archbishop Emeritus of Delhi Most Rev. Vincent
M. Concessao along with his companion priest
Rev. Fr. Victor D'Souza celebrated the Sacerdotal
Diamond Jubilee on Sat 4th December, 2021.
His Excellency Most. Rev. Leopoldo Girelli,
Papal Nuncio to India and Nepal, Archbishop
Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly, Archbishop
Emeritus of Agra Most. Rev. Albert D'Souza,
Bishops from Simla- Chandigarh, Jalandhar,
Ludhiana, Gwalior, Meerut, Jaipur and Faridabad
(Syrian) Dioceses concelebrated in the solemn
Thanksgiving Mass. Rev. Frs. Jose Maliekal and
Eugene Moon Lazarus represented the

Archdiocese of Agra.

Following the strict COVID 19 protocol
priests from Delhi Archdiocese and limited
number of Religious Sisters and guests and
family-friends were invited for the Jubilee
celebration.

The liturgy began sharp at half past ten, with
a detailed introduction of the liturgy and life-
sketch of both Jubilarians by Rev. Fr. Jose T.J.
In his lovely homily Archbishop Most Rev. Anil J
Couto beautifully highlighted the hard work and
charism of both jubilarians. He said in nutshell,
that 'they are the heroes and legends of our
Archdiocese.'

Archbishop Most Rev. Vincent M.
Concessao sharing his initial days' memory said
that, in 1953 we, 17 young boys left home and
joined the Minor Seminary. In 1961, we all were
ordained priests. During the course of time, 14
of them have gone for their eternal reward. We
two are in Delhi, whereas the third one Rev. Fr.
Dennis D'Souza is working in Mangalore
Diocese. "He also said that, "it was providential
that God saved him-otherwise he would have
drowned in the school pool, within 3-4 months
of his priestly ordination."

Later, after the Mass, a Felicitation
Programme was organised in Diocesan
Community Centre Hall. Rev. Fr. Richard was
the MC of the programme. After the ceremony,
a palatable lunch was served to all guests present.

Rev. Fr. Victor D' Souza, the Jubilarian has
served the Archdiocese twice as Administrator
and once as the Vicar General. For the Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations, he was brought from the
hospital just previous week on a wheel chair. We
pray for his full recovery and wish both Jubilarians
God's all choicest blessings.

- Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus, Agra
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