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On 26th January we will be celebrating the
73rd Republic Day. It is the day to pledge our
lives and our love to our Mother land. It is the
day to rededicate ourselves to the service of
our country and our countrymen/women. Itis
the day to resolve that we will not fail to make
our contribution to the work of nation-building,
that we will strain our every muscle and expend
every ounce of our energy to create an Indian
society in which there will reign equality and
Justice, peace and harmony, progress and self-
reliance. It is the day to pledge that we will
collaborate with all people of good will to create
a Kingdom of God here. In that kingdom there
will not be walls of prejudice, but only bridges
of understanding; there will not be the cancer
of doubt, but only a healthy trust. In that society
sadness will give way to gladness, weeping and
lamenting to singing and dancing; doubt will be
replaced by faith, and despair by hope.

Reinhold Niebuhr, a spiritual writer says,
"Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved
in our lifetime. Therefore, we must be saved
by hope". Vaclav Havel, another well known
writer says, "I cannot imagine that I could strive
for something if I did not carry hope in me. I
am thankful to God for this gift. Itis as biga
giftlike life itself."

Hope is the desire and the expectation to

possess something good in the future. In
\.

Shepherd's
Voice

Christian life hope is the conviction that God
can bring good out of evil, light out of darkness
and life out of death. So there is a great
difference between expectation and Christian
hope. Expectation is, given the circumstance,
what s likely to happen. But hope is something
that we believe, something that we are
convinced of even though the circumstances say
quite the contrary.

Hope is difficult, especially when there are
so many bad things happening in our world
today, depressing and discouraging realities
such as violence, poverty, war, hunger, disease,
Covid-19, environmental problems,
communalism, divisive politics, economic
instability and so forth. Knowledge of these
realities makes it increasingly more difficult to
hope that a better future is possible. Dorothy
Day who worked untiringly against the
discouraging realities of social injustices once
said, "No one has the right to sit down and feel
hopeless. There is too much work to do."
Therefore, hope means more than merely sitting
round and wishing for a better future. It means
making that better future a reality.

- Hl sl e
j Al
e

H Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)

J
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1 New Year Holy Mass: Cathedral Church
Holy Mass: Asha Sadan, Noida
Programme : Asha Sadan, Noida

8  Journey to Kerala

20 Return to Agra

27 Clergy Recollection

ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (JANUARY, 2022)

29  Holy Mass: St. Xavier's Regional Seminary,
Agra

30 CRI Meeting : Holy Mass, St. Joseph's
Pastoral Centre, Agra
Martyrs' Day Celebration, St. Peter's
College, Agra
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Synodal Church in the New Year 2020
'Learning to Walk in the Spirit’

For the past few months, |
have been in constant turmoil
on account of the ill health of
my father to whom I am
deeply attached. Medication,
counselling, prayers,

- A tears...all seem to be going
futile as there seems to be no improvement in his
health. Last evening, having almost reached the
point of despair, I opened the Holy Bible and
came upon John 14:16 that says, "I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Helper, to
be with you forever." I cried out and prayed,

the control to Him."

Once I was praying with one of the sisters in
the chapel and the door was closed. Another sister
opened the door and came in talking aloud and
making noise. My instant reaction 'in the flesh'
was, "Can't you see, we are praying? Can you
please be quiet?" That reaction would have been
really hurting. But, I consciously stopped and I
prayed, "Holy Spirit, teach me what to say to
her. Take control of me right now." And I was
shocked at what came out of my mouth! I said
to her, "Sister, we are praying. Would you like to
join us?" I was totally blown over when she

"Lord, 1 give up! I
surrender! Will you just
take over?"

I have heard, once, a
group of translators and

interpreters in Africa were '
trying to sort out how to m‘,ﬁﬁ!
\ i at

interpret the word

2021 S5ynod

N replied, "Oh dear, [ am so
sorry. I didn't know you
were praying together.
Yes, I would love to join
you." And behold, now
instead of two persons
praying, there were three
_/ of us praying together!

'Paracletos, the helper' to natives and they saw a
group of porters, carrying heavy loads, ten of
them and there was one of them who carried
nothing. They thought, 'He might be the boss'.
But he told them, "I am not the boss. I am the
one who will drop down on my knees, to come
alongside any one of these people if they are tired,
feel like giving up or collapse. Here I am - [ help
them carry the load and that's my job."Behold!
Now they knew the exact meaning of 'Paracletos,
the Helper'! In John 14:16, Jesus is saying, "If
you are tired and feel like giving up, I give you
somebody exactly like me 'another helper'- to
be your 'Paracletos'! You just need to hand over

Friends, let's pause and check, who is driving
our lives? The Holy Spirit or the spirit of the flesh?
Let's develop the habit of walking in the Spirit
by being sensitive to His voice, humbling
ourselves and allowing Him to take control of
our thoughts, words and actions at every moment
and in everything,as we emerge as a'SYNODAL
CHURCH' in the New Year 2022!

Wish you all an abundantly joyful and fruitful
2022, as you learn the secret of true Christian
life - WALKING IN THE SPIRIT 'AS A
HABIT"!

Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, G. Noida
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"We saw his slar in the east and we came t:r nm'shlp him.” {’ML 2:2)
e e o s =h /T AT

THE WEEEK OF PRﬁYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY : 17-24 Jan. 2022
EEiEIae gasar a61 grefenw ataan=y : 17-24 oSl 2022

1" (ar 2:2)

*The Church Unity Octave is a perennial process of updating oneself, of being a better Christian in relation to one another...
Unity im Christ is a matter of celebration in togetherness as well as a thing of continuous personal experience.” We request you
to make it an auspicious occasion of lively sharing and fellowship among our Christian brothers and sisters.

DAY & DATE TIME VENUE FREACHER
MMonday L] spm.| ST GEORGE S CATHEDRAL, Sadar Bazar, Aga Fev. Fr. Gregory Tharayl
Tuesday 8% | Z00pom.| S1. PATRICK' S CHURCH, 115, Prithv Faj Boad_ Agra Canti Rev. Ghbrael Dass
Wednesday 100 | sibipan | HAVELAOCER METHODIST CAURCH, Agra Canit, Fev. Fr. Viniversal D aonz
Tharsday  20° | 500 pm [ BAPTIST CHURCH, Pratappum Crossing, Agra Rev. Henvamin Drss
Friday AL ST JOHN'S CHURCH, Hospital Eoad, Agra Fev. Fr. Sa Palamanom (Jacob}
500pm. | Inter Church Devotional Sobo Singing
- Omly two emtries from o Churche
- Musdeal Instrusments are allomwed,
- Moximam daration of the soag is four mimies
Saturday  22- CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH, M.E Foad, Agra i, Fev, F-F Habil
300 pm. | Inter<Chuorch Rible Cuix Rishop of Apra Dbocese, CMT
Topec: Gospel of 54 Mark
- Participanis: A et of two from esch Chench.
Sundeydsy 157 ST. PAULS CHURCH, Civil Lines, Agra ey Fr Domins: George
500 pn [ Inber Church Devotional Groap Singing
« A growp should have minimuom five members.
- Oy ene entry from a Church.
- Musical irstruments are albvwed
Muxirmam duration of the growp song is five manubes
Momday L CATHEDRAL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEFTION (Mear 50 Peter's College) | V. Rev, Sylvester Massey
Sipoe | Prayer followed by
(Prize Distribution and Fellowship)

w Inter-Church ‘Competitions” are meant for promeging fove and brotherhood. « Plesse reach the naomes of the participants and the Chuorch to the Secretary latest by Monday.
19% Jan_ 2022  Your whole-heasied participation makes the programme s sucoess,

Please assemble in large numbers. sfas # st wen #§ qawsy @i T & et § 1

Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly R, Rev, PP, Habll Very Rev. Sylvester Massey Rev. Fr. Moon {Secmiary, CFA|
Archiishop of Agm Bistop ol Agra Dincese TN 0.5 Mathadist Chusgh, Agra Mobile: 8218505511
F AGRADIANCE /J//4 [6] JANUARY - 2022 ///4




Tribe of Judah and Tribes of India

(A Comparative & Comprehensive Study)

Introduction:
Tribal community is
, very unique, culturally
oriented, united and
simple. India has one of
i the largest and diverse
e 41 tribal populations in the

.7 0P N world. They live and
create homes that do not accept the
conveniences and behaviors of the present day.
They choose to be close to the land and follow
the rules and lifestyle of their ancestors.

The tribes know their land and stay upon it as
much as possible this keeps industry from
encroaching on their way of life. Additionally,
even if the tribes are surrounded by other tribes,
they still have the common respect to stay within
their own space, unless there are warring factions.

Etymology of word '"Tribe' and "Tribal':

Tribe, in anthropology, notional social
organization based on a set smaller groups, having
temporary or permanent political integration and
defined by traditions of common descent,
language, culture and ideology. The term originated
in ancient Rome, where the word 'tribus' denoted
division within the state due to class, family and
money. It later came into use as a way to describe
the culture encountered through European. By the
mid-19th century, many anthologists and other
scholars were using this term.

""You can use tribe to refer to a group of people
who are all doing the same thing or who all
behave in the same way" (ref. Collins English
Dict.). "A social group composed chiefly of
numerous families, clans, or generations having
a shared ancestry and language" (ref. Merriam

Webstar).Tribal is used to describe things related
to or belonging to tribes and the way that they
are organized.

Tribe of Judah:

If you are familiarwith the Old Testament, then
you will know the story of Jacob and his sons
(cf.Gen 29:35). It was from these sons that the 12
tribes of Israel were formed. One of those tribes
was the tribe of Judah. Itis disputed as the name
Judah was originally that of tribe or the territory it
occupied and which was transported from which
after the Israelites took possession of the promised
land, each was assigned a section of land by
Joshua, who had replaced Moses as leader after
his death (cf. Gen 38). The tribe of Judah settled
in the region south of Jerusalem and later became
the powerful and most important tribe(cf. Jos15).
Not only did it produce the great kings like David
and Solomon but also, it was prophesied, the
Messiah would come from among its members
(cf.2Sam 7:16).

Hebrew meaning of the word Judah is
Yadah(Praise). You are praising God with
extended hands so when you think of Judah,
think of lifted hands (cf. 1 Tim 2:8). Modern
Jews, moreover, trace their lineage to the tribe
of Judah and Benjamin (absorbed by Judah)or
to the tribe, or group, of clans of religious
functionaries known as Levites. While there are
diverse elements within each tribe, there is some
interesting fact about the tribe of Judah that are
worth noting, 'God uses imperfect people to
accomplished His perfect plan' (cf. Genealogy
of Jesus, Mt 1:1-17)

Tribes of India:

The tribes are the autochthonous or native
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people of the land who are believed to the earliest
settlers in Indian Peninsula. They are generally
called Adivasis, implying original inhabitants. The
ancient and medieval literature mention a large
number of tribes living in India.

Today, there are 104 million people that are
part of tribal communities. Out of 104 million, they
are divided up over a mere 50 different tribes.

Then, you might ask, who are Scheduled Tribe
(ST)?In order to safeguard the social, educational
and economic backwardness of some suffering
communities, government of India notified
‘Scheduled Tribes' by the Indian Constitution under
'scheduled 5' of the constitution. Hence tribe
recognized by the Constitution are known as
'Scheduled Tribe.' Articles 366 (25) deems under
those communities as per provisions contained in
Clause 1 of Articles 341 and 342 of the
Constitution respectively.Thus, the first
specifications of Scheduled Tribes in relation to a
particular State/Union Territory is by a notified
order of the President, after consultation with the
State governments concerned. These orders can
be modified subsequently only through an Act of
Parliament.

Tribal Theology:

Tribal theology in India is in the making. There
are three approaches to tribal world-view evident
while theologizing. The first, it is purely a
contextualized theology by adaptation of tribal
cultural values. The second, perspectives of
gospel values are already present in the tribal
culture (e.g -Santhal creation story in line with
Genesis creation stories). The third approach
insists that a Tribal theology has to emerge from
a tribal world-view. The space centered tribal
world-view contributes to the very content of
tribal theology.

Fr. AlokToppo, DVK, Bengaluru

T, 13 | e
. ks, IThe Hlh HERU
b - o, o 3 @
| Sa, &Y o fopae fag 2
M &t 3 dfeqan 39 999
it & T, 99 gueE’
(Taeris ot 9fE) | 3
T ST, geT-sgl i e
et esrmer Tt e,
: HUAE 3R Feganfaa i
Hehdl lgehd o] h eI W, ST QM
% AfyeIiEl & Y ‘9HTH’ H BIEHT
HIM-THIM & ToTQ =en T |
3 AIGH I 0 I T T2l wiefH o 3/ et
T ST ST @ A1 ? el W 2 hid SHehl S@vTeA
M. TE-TE |
farer o gga fawey warfaw A
IMfea=\ 1 s for e T g s==a ®
3R 3 YUSH & 3T ST d=di & WY 7l
LT S Hohdl | ?ZIET {gh{ dg UM ®|‘°'C{i @l
IR 3R ST SIS L&l o | TXehr] fromt
% STER TH Il ! Tl W I ¥, S
T o feTu 3T & wivifara < 2 €1
<fen fria & Amar-faan €, safae omwim &
fordt f7:9= cmfa 1 e & foau o &
e < T
T weiid & © T faemiis ot 9 &
TE & 3T el 9 T8 ©... FHIEd SRl dre
T DIE W E | 59 BH e oy, S fae &R
I & foTT S9ak § W1 o= |k &, fF 9y
3% 39 ey i TSl H Fed oY | 3fea faofa
T I WG 3|
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3T I AT THYER

HI TRETA HT ST
Hfd T SR AT HT T
ST forgan & | AsT Sreeett
A, S FHA H S, 3R
€ THYR ¥ ed ® @ TUR
T I FIE e el er |

TEAT AT T W1 TG § | AT W a8 A '
TEAT § g Fedl T g T W W& g1 (1
A 16:7)

St Tl 1 8 7 B <1 § | ST TH START
T G, AT 1 Stra af aaied ol fagaforme
T 3T O%a B & S 1 A8 ¥, THYER

59 YR g9 <1 9l 391
T Y A & S THR ATS 1 T THTSR i
forgar 9 Tt ¥ 1 T 3T, ™R ¥ SUH I
vifeRt 3R 3= 1 YUSR ¥, FHifh STal TWHveR
1 T Il &, Tl IR SR T ST 21 § IR aef
3T ot I & |+l =18 SUFei Wal ST SR s,
¥ 9T TH @IS 318 A, Toheg TEHTeR &1 9F
@ &H T B TS B | de dk gl TH BT
T A1 B ST Tl e S Yot HAaifsd &9 T8t
T <1 wehar | 9y gy A Fal- H qHY 9= Sl
% il IS TLHTYER & o9 oh SIcieh i a8 U0 7
FHOT, 98 ITH HW TovT HH T AT (TR
18:17)

T U A Fel- ‘WY # w1 eTAfed W, i
T gl § oTHf<a @I | (TRfafomii 4:4) 3R o7t
R formt S o 2Tt <1 Hifeh IHRl TRl e
T (1 IORH 5:7) TTHYSR TAN ¥ROT T 31R 51
T Hehe H Afd es ¥ e arel 9ere | 39 SR
BHHT DT 9 Tl (9IS Tfedr 45:1-2) | g A
e, ‘T G T G, g B 3R g € SR
I Ak TH SR el T3l 3T TRRT el s
w® for @ T A < % faar S 7m, e g’
(&= 15:16-17) S ATH THIYR & gie H
3= ¥ STh! I8 Ifg 3R I IR o< @ T
(ToiraeeT 2:28) i THTeR gAR gfte S =i
T IR TH A ] o & T H TEg HY S
39 IR 3R &0 & | H34 § | F(h FeraT 1

gAR fagemd &1 2R Afeer fageamm & § gai
TeE Y, IE 91 T 3R W YHR ¥ THA AT §
T wefie g il &1 SeR & & forg sima |
37N 3R o8 BHR He FAgi | o < §, oifen g6
39 N7 o HROT S AT BH <l § 5% off 2
st € St fhelt TohR & ol | &1 | STURs
TTHYER THR STe ohl RN H ¥R < ik TH AT h
T T o T, Fifeh AT 7 B0 99 Bl &, W
e, I TR G99 1 AT < €| 8 S § R
MY & I TR WY § 1 g wnf< iR IW =i
e < SR TAR 9 I QX R, Fifeh 5d 37 A4
wUT e W S § O TR S = § T
3R S, T AT | S9 THA B 319 h Sreeii
T T I o § IR TETER hi HI T &
Higdrs & 99 § | g9 FReR snenedi &1 fSrehraa
FXd § IR S qeq1 STU goAmstt I WA T |
TR =i 2 THH WHYR &1 fee wifer &1 oty
B & T I I T © foh H 1 IETeR 1 S
B3 WA s Urvft §, TRT STaent aenadi st &1 off
To® Tl B T § 1 3afay Aifdees | Ts
GO A e, § foh ' STO W R TerI | o
I OO B 9 FRrel T WO T, 3
T e Tl BT Rl || e off g 98 faam
¥ for o=t o] 99T 1 TR 3T 9Tt 999 |
TRAYER 1 TR0 Ll ol | TEl X SER 1 A1 &,
LTSN BAR] STETT |

— T, AT, e foemera, s
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Republic Day Musings!

On January 26th we will be celebrating the 69th
Republic Day. A republic is a country where the
power is held by people through their elected
representatives. Thus, the people are ultimate
authority. Indiais a sovereign, socialist, secular and
democratic republic with a parliamentary system
of government. The Republic is governed in terms
of the constitution of India which was adopted by
the Constituent Assembly on 26th November
1949 and came into force on 26 January 1950.
The Constitution secures to all citizens social,
economic and political justice; liberty of thought,
expression, belief, faith and worship; equality of
status and of opportunity and fraternity assuring
the dignity of the individual and unity and integrity
of the Nation. Indian Constitution is considered
to be one of the best in the world. What is
frightening me is the outright violation of the rights
enshrined in our Constitution.

In a country like India with diversified culture,
religions and beliefs the unity and integrity of the
Nation can only be preserved with fraternity and
brotherhood. As a regular reader of newspapers,
other periodicals and keen observer of what is
happening in our country, [ can say that, of late,
a series of happening that jeopardize the very
idea of India have been taking place. Today a
person is judged by what he wears, eats,
watches, reads and thinks rather than his intrinsic
values and educational assets.

There is ample evidence over the last few
years that things were in a state of ferment.
Concerns are being voiced by members of public,
civil society groups, academic experts and think
tanks about the flagrant violations of the
fundamental rights of the people, which are not
aberrations but part of the hidden agenda being

implemented.

Attacks on Dalits, Christian educational
institutions and places of worship, people holding
different opinions and lynching of citizens having
different food habits, have become the order of
the day. Elected leaders are making objectionable
and incendiary speeches with impunity to gain
political mileage. Premier educational institutions
of the country are not spared either. Fringe
elements try to impose their monolithic idea in
those institutions. Dissenting voices have been
stifled and people with divergent opinions are
eliminated or branded as anti-national and
unpatriotic.

The unprecedented turmoil in the judiciary is a
development that has exposed the rift in the top
echelons. The accusations made by the four sitting
judges are as good as saying that Benches can be
fixed or bought. People who are behind all these
problems do not like to debate or discuss anything
and nationalism is used as an excuse to murder
individuality, multiplicity and pluralism. Dislodging
dissent by annihilation is undemocratic.

No freedom can exist without dissent. A
dissenting voice is essential for the advancement
and progress of society. A dissenter should be
free to express his views vigorously without any
fear. Strengthening of democracy can be attained
by dissenting voices.

Itis high time that right thinking citizens to come
together and preserve and protect the
heterogeneous and composite culture and the
democratic fabric of Indian society. Only then we
can have a strong India "Where the mind is held
without fear and where world has not been broken
up into fragments by narrow domestic walls."

Dr. Antony A.P.

J AGRADIANCE ///A

[10]

JANUARY - 2022 ///d




A BT S0 27

26 ST T 1950 <h! YR
%I QU O 9 g | QW
T g3 | SRl asi @i
N AT % 9] SvErtEAl A

W W ST T el ST S
STOT.... STEET STAL... TR 7ot & Fferi b
T 70§ 71 wag Y o

MU 1 A Tk Ul oHewen ¥ ¥, o

FIE TSR & T | 701" 3R 7=t o1 T A
T & A 1 U f§T 1 gead A1 Jaer
TR & 3Tl 1 ST Tk HHEAsTl & HeeR |
T SETT & Gl § | T off ‘T (W) &6
o’ (S W0 S g § 1 A W a2 SR
&Y 01?2 A T F O hed © 2

7% 3% T § fo Aiwas & @iw
FHeAURRl T4t fag 26 1 W o an
FU BT © A8 TRt ¥ fom T ¥y

T U ShT SIS BIl © STel &% Ueh ohl T,
THTAT TR HHISTeRaT Sl =019 BT § | Teh 07!

Rer 3E faverg § St w1 ¥ & s9R 9=
o, U2, ferd, wfea, difeq, feR & wfa

TS T Tk oI 37T STTThT T & HIIGUE! o
STTER A T § | Tehd= | SHdl HEaR

ST A& 1 T 1 STaed SN =g 3T 55
forodia 2 w1 % | W # TR SR e, Iedte,

3R we=d &1 e S =edt ¥ amgfes

3TYfd, gEes, TeeeE iR Tgfg ==l a% &

9 H B A R/ FAIA W Gfeh €9 9

YRER, T4, T, ThR, SEHH! i Jgfd
el ST W&l §| IS BHA TSR i hidd i
e Bl B el | B Tl hl 3gUSdl

FTford BIdt & | 0T <31 o1 Tedieh ANTIeh T
¥, 3 A 3Ta IR AfsR wrd € | SR
Y A o oarka § UE €2 R 9Rd i
TEqUl S O, T, ¥ H Th ST IRA i
EEEGIRHEC IR

9 I8 § 7% T & 639 99§ yEw
YA U ST a1 Scfed el § | T JHrst §
TR AR TH T & o Tl T TR ST ¢
T AN e iR Hhiviar | Sehel gofl T
AfTeRdl 1 el AW TR g1 o, AR,
Ty, Sfaerg, TN, TSI H1 fos s &t
SR H 3T %l goh! © foh TH e T ¥ |

gy # foren § elihd= SHar &1 SHal &
BRI, ST & fed § =@ WM aen 9 ¥
AR TR | A Faqd S 9 = Rl

T foen § | Hwei st & Qe w1 aasn
& T 9t O U qat W A = S
.. TG TE HARE. . AUSHIEU... We... 3R £
S O B & fesi R AestauL.. | 59 @
T ‘ot fead! @R sTe fe @ R 9@t
L. TR &, 9 IR W T =t Tt |
Afgyang... 2Afaward... |

T H MUEH T H T RS STeEd
%I T I 9 T8 I8 S < Tk a1 98d &
O & 9 H 3 37ee T5qd fovd T |
I A AT & AR 61 ug of Ter foman
T 1. TR Tk S UeeAfd U8 & faw g7 5
W R goT o IS 3T T3 W...
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New Beginnings with God

"Old things are passed away behold, all
thmgs become new." Il Cor 5:17

A New Year brings about
new inspirations, dreams and
i goals for everyone. People can

g1 start fresh begin anew chapter

M forget about the past or
' : #48 perhaps they just wants things
to get better. Many people go through their whole
life saying that they didn't have a good start in life
so that is why, they remain where they are. The
mistake that many people make is that they don't
seem to be aware that the beginning of their life
does not determine their end, never forget when
God gives you a new beginning, it starts with an
ending.

These past years of pandemic have changed
many things it has changed the world, changed the
situations, our surroundings, our ways of thinking
and to some extent it has changed us also but what
has not changed till yet is God's love for us.

1 Pet 1:23 for you have born again but not to a
life that will quickly end. Your new life will last
forever because it comes from the eternal living
word of God. Be thankful to God for giving us
this another year and for protecting us in the past
years. It's never too late to start a new beginning.
The story of the Israelites in the desert after leaving
Egyptis a perfect inspiration on new beginning.
They were enslaved for years and finally they were
to travel and start on a fresh time in their lives and
in their history. The exciting part was that God
was leading them every step of the way. Therefore,
itis imperative that we seek God's favour blessings
and protection over any new journeys we begin.
We should always be grateful and excited about
all the new adventures we will experience in our

walk with him.

New beginnings are a great time to start
something you've always dreamed about or desired
and with God's leading all things are possible.

Prithika Minj, St. Mary's Church, Agra

PISIIT... A AT MU

forg 30 feq § 3=RM F g U feu 8iR
a1 IRe™ | gfgum &1 fmio fean) e
Io9 TR R Tga o folg 37 § o1y =f
off TfsTer o) el R W ¥ W@ § uea,
AR, T AR B T B

T & fop o S9 § 9N Sarerae
e BT € ¥ | BH S i off i T §
for, fomet =1 sfed =1 &1 S Sfieq &7 S0
e T O B STe S T TR gE iy off
T | Tehdt i dTohd S¥1 i dTohd § SR <91 a4l
TS ST STel SHAn =R B | STt
AMER B | =R ferdt off & & & e
FHaed ® T 3 <9 I Bl I L | oA, 9
T TG | R T | Sufafy o) SHar o1
waen 1 faie &1 o’ stafa SAfe &t
e % fF 9 ‘a1’ 1 gER SR 3/ e

g™ &1 fava § f& sga ¥ ged, 1y,
M & AEART FAE T T HS TG HL
T € AR ==t off g Foht wnedawr Tsfas
iRt 39 @8t it Wit | TeRtee UeT Y @
T Y H TehHdl @IS SN G h &
TR T @l T ST T ST & Tehed e 8H
@ HI GUR, ST ST I qfos W, I
T & S Y YE o § SHh TG o9 & o |
Y TTora= Tefes g | — el SR, 3T
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TRt & gRT SMvitaicl ot Heh

T H TR g SR S, 3T
TH SHifad TR & 999 ¥ T
=gd B Heequl RIS hl Qe
SR | SN 3Tkt 9gd o TEe
HAferaadl & o | <@ ol fHerar
HEERE cEaultue o kR N CIp iy
BRI SARfratel ol ehe,” W |
Y W AR AEH-e1, THIER 1 I< g4
e g 3T | A § | 39 ¥8 +ff S § R
i e aEere | Tad B W%ﬂ%ﬂﬁ
@ ot & e =T € fon |
ftem e & gamufer
g ¥ oM =1 9vF
AT § SR W € A g
7E oft = ¥ foh s PR
T & 1 o THTER
q S-St e 9
fagarasma fear qen
TRl & g & SR
11 f&7 =1 = 40 99 | 9gd T |
e o1 § 29 < § T someelt 59 o 9
o1 E 9, o &0 frg 1 et @ o @ ™
E | dfesh 3 T2 WHTR 1 IR-IR T8 FHehl
ferema W SR 319um #d w® 9, T 79 <fm fam
H T, Tegd 9 @S 3R R U2 IS | S|
9| TR 379 BH IRl HeEd H @l W ¢ |
T Y TLHTER F IAHT YAYAMT IR Forahrrd
Al @ FRE1 7 gH % g hecrendl, 98 gH
frte 16:8 | @
T 7 8 o el Uy A W IR @ &
fore ofg S 3R el gag 3991 W A, Fiifh
Ty 3T fores TR YA g I B |

Y H @R 9EI-a6, oS &1 W ot ag
feorfq et sR-aRERl 9 T uE e €, s
e off SEferl A o wH TE § 1 ed ot Sy
%1 TeT fereRTdl oI | & steten iR &
FW T

TH G Y- AU STEL $YaR o GrH Tad
1 8 ST @ 3k, TE A SYR ¥ e w1
Fh 3R YA SHTEA oF S § 3R S
STfare g6 999 W FREn 9 fHer =few g9 34
aTftetal =l 40 oY 1Is @ehel <d © | 39 Wb B4
11 feq & fgem @«
amftate 40 oot & =g
fgerd ¥ oIR =18 oft uan =&t
f& 40 =i & &€ A
amefiatel o e & fag

T BR 3 & fag 9y
TR I W11 Y o 98 379! & T = |
HSed & G 1@ hl ekl J&H |
ST Uy § STTeh! 1S 3TN § o1 3l & I
BN | 9 T, YAYAE 9 et 9 /S Tel e |
Fiifeh Ifa IMEH Tedl &- g9 T A S F@ma
FT 9 Sed g1
B SO €, WHYR 1 AEEd | gEeferar
F T2 W A IR HiE yeE fHan| aAfwa
AT T 11:1 § B9 96 df 86 9al =enm fh
THITE iR & 3758 @M o Tl $9e) T YAYAH
o 3R R A e o el $9e% 1 1 9
T YS&h 39|
—g U, de 90w e, 3TRT
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Is God Really Silent?

We all entered the
New Year 2022 with
| new hopes and new
: resolutions for our
growth. At the very start
itself we heard about lot
of deaths around the
world. In every mind the
question arises which
X N only God can give the
answer. "IS GOD REALLY SILENT?" God
really is not silent rather have more task to
accomplish He is more busy in loving us. He is
near us.

He begs our friendship; if we wander away
from Him, He runs after us in the thorns and
brambles; if we stray from home; He awaits us
till we come back; and when we do, He's
overflowing with tenderness and just can't do
enough to celebrate our return. Well then, if
we've never met Him, whose fault is it? His or
ours? God can be forgotten, repudiated,
abandoned and betrayed, but He's always and
forever a Savior, a faithful friend, a father. He
can't change. A son/daughter may stop being a
son/daughter, but the father can never stop being
a father.

Man's hunger for God is nothing compared
to God's hunger for man; in fact He arranges
them. God's no more ceased being Revelation
than He's ceased being Love. He didn't love us
just once, incidentally, two thousand years ago.

Love must express and communicate itself.
That's its nature, When people begin to love
one another, they start telling everything that's
happened to them, every detail of their daily
life; they "reveal" themselves to each other,

unbosom themselves and exchange
confidences. God continually reaches out
toward us to share secrets, we continually
refuse to hear. It is He who wants to manifest
himself, and we who are too flighty, mistrustful,
too hostile, too preoccupied, we obstinately
resist God; saying that we have more work than
Him. When we run around the world only for
the money and the betterment of our selves
where do we keep God in our lives? We all
panting and puffing under a burden, that's
unbearable because we've taken it on ourselves
without authorization.

Once more, God must become God for us;
regain His proper place and His rights. Put
whole trust in him and be always a child of God.
Prayer alone can wear down frightful resistance
to God. Praying is exposing ourselves to His,
influence, placing ourselves under his command,
giving him at last, time and opportunity to entrust
himself and his secrets to us, as He's planned
from eternity.

We have prayer and worship in the churches,
why can't we spare little time for the Lord? We
can, He is always waiting for us just go and
receive blessings for your life and abide in his
love. The closer we are to God, the safer we
will be. - Sr. Shalini, Satyaseva Sister, Agra

DATES TO REMEMBER

JANUARY

03 B.D.Fr. Gregory Tharayil

19 B.D.Fr. John Roshan Pereira

19 B.D. Fr. Thomas K.K.

24 B.D.Fr. Peter Parkhe

27 B.D.Fr. Preas Antony

30 B.D.Fr. Jipson Palatty
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3T gH R s

s 2021-2023 w1eafas ™\ H 3 1 9gd e o fe ¥
ATl & Fiie™ | gHas & T ST e o e g1 S
fau wfofa sawd § fawen \ P L S% Y gaorree YBEE HY
SrET | "a faar witew | Syned |\ guftq SieH SH 1 @ T
FeAlfgen & gt favarfadi w1| hoana | iR et wHe @ S
Tqd el X e -wgfi| /) “i i SR T4 T GEEAER GA
S =t SISt USTRET T For o synedal Church |=IfET]

o191 o Ao eEaei i - "/ dfyaw @R W wTefas

T gH WE-a5l 1 Hewiii & fo@rs oot off |
F & st | favanfaat t gewfia feemdt
37

¥ GOe ! G U i & 9ue el
off, a1 qer A foreet S/ ug 3E #H ¥
TrfeTehT H T Brm |

gHYYT 2021-2023 § 99 it 7 s
FT TWEY IEA Teh = & &9 H a1 ¥,
1 FdThR =R H G 1 FHHE €9 H 99 4g
o1 fors TwEn ¥, 9% 9% o1 fawerdt & sreren
FHAGE 1 FE FHifaRR | 9t &1 S fag
T IG A T

foddta afesha 991 & a8 99 9y s A
IR g STifeTd bt off, 3T ST (1967
% A1) 16 AHNI gH 99N, 3 STEIERO oH
F1T T 11 fode g ST st ST ght
g

ToE 2021-2023 # fovantadi i 29H ®R
T IMHSA T hl 1 STELd HeqH 8 I a1
Y T T ife & | o o1 =t <@l 81T 39
3MYFTh HFAX, T, HHgH Td HERd &
FTH?

39 YRl T 37Ef Qg H Feoreh T AR

FHATHA o i <A 1 Ferrd I EHH £ FHH
TE I T 3R U ST 9RA & WI-T1Y 37
0 F off -2 U (VA & S
J 3T W=l Sl AgEA o1 fe

TR e wefifaan # wal £ weff
Tegy Tl § 3R AN et o fovardt
@ 1 el @Sl I © |

Y % 39 HYT W EH I KL a8 9 S
T ol €, Tt 21 S iR S fasat § ot
B S (URERE 10:31)

fUsal | 30-35 W@l 9 Frefes wetiean
G 3122 forvanfyi o1 aeir, SHent fran = Hf
R fogemd 7 & A R gud wefifgansti
ST T a1 fRT o A @WE § dle
SO 3T SaeT Salelll 3R &R ¥, 1 ™
TH A AT BT | TS el 16 oht HSteq el
& fau g sgd TR fawa T 7w vt 39 9
%! FgA T= e ¥ S © |

F1fereh FeAfaar s GhR &9 < & fau
T T hi Ueh TaRTS gaiiee § | o ol e
SHeAtTEal H gieh Jal, TH-Jes 7 Y g T i
3TeTE SR § | 39 qfew # foanfead it gesi &t
oIy etiee 9 STavaehdr 8, S 3197 IRaR &
TEYA % WI-|1 FHeAtraan 9 e faganta
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1 G SR ITeh! ST L TRy STeRaehal
4
3T 99T 1 | ¥ T et gansti o1 &3

FffepR T T8 & | Tifel-Titel, W3 H 9 &
o s o9 w® 9
T e e €, e R, A 1 g

Tufta S o 9fd 7 g7 § 0 SR TR e
SR Y o @ FE =ed ¥1 9y g e ¥,
" HYe T Igd § iR Aol A § 17 39 AR
=g T S |

F-gd, Hagh AR It Fere Hitea |
SH-qe, AISE 9y Tl 376 oY SHeh! A
R TI-SIFR F & T |

FH YR 7 HE, F A TH 39 [ B H ST
3 |

& 9 ¢ for adam wmg § gufdd Stam s
% Ufd S-Jes &1 e[ &H g7 ¢ | =i 7 8F
T S Y1 R fored fr 3 o omd ) 4
1 forvard ¥ o enfura & o7t 70-80 RRifed St
Ty S TREER H H1 A W/ ¥, A 9 g §

F1 gH h1dfcish fagerdl sTqq 3M9eh! HHR
3Tk € 2 1 FiRY 18 | € T 9y & gEmmeEmR
% YR 1 M Al haa qHIE-aeHl 3R qafedi
HT 71 FN T qft Al Sufae wrd w9y
g & GEAER & TIRF T 91 © 2

TG Srese ST wufere st
TRl favardt @ ¥, S qAfedi & wa w9 ¥
F e 9a ® §1 9% 31 9 ©, W
faenfea @i &1 «ff gAfdq Sfew = &
STl § 1 319 FaTd 31 § afe foanfea
S-ge9 quf ®Y0 9y % A A1 TR HAT A
AN IRAR &l e ? S STemaehdist &g
¥ el F SR ? 39 AN o faar oft T 2
Tohdl T | T AR ¥y & S qAfed €, T
YU STt SR STEvIRdIstt w1 e
W@ @l ¥ ? 9 Al | O AR o ¥
9y 1 A HE 6 fAC W MW 39 THIA
FE T T SRt e & 9y &1 ag a=d
S B §oh, '3, IR & HH-HH §
SRt B JER A | 7 & S $9eR 71 e,
@A, G S el TR 1

Y@l & T § ot 1 Y I % AW W
YT TEU 3 T & TR T TRl ST HforaaTan

3TehT G&AT 400-500 & IR A ST |

S efavaehdl ® T sifus | eiferes <m
Y & WY Tt | AL oh! T |1 SR <Ict Fifeh
Fifoeg-19 7 TEAR &1 fgen IR 90 <Hl sea
W{T@fﬁéw Hd HHY %\’rl"lch \‘HI("-IId:ﬁav;f EEIk
T 39 AfRITA Sited o FII-He SERI ! /1Y
o 1, (9 for ‘agia ey & e
TR B T | 379 §H § ST B g8 9l
3T FUS § AME M &I, 3% ged Hl o
& Felifaan =1 T favardt T @1 9
| TR fae 2021-2023 # 9a fyar wifag
Rd §1 3TN B9 Ga fuan wifad & |uA
WHR | Th TG 90, Th 1Y A amsn
TR qe T faes =< &9 913 |

IR i @R 797 98I & G4 S
o9 36 TAd & Sg A T SR gHEER
AR & Felee sl 9gam | a4 el 3HEE 61
I I M, 9T T A B, W HI g el

Ife & UG 5@ wE HE § WS U W
Toreams 3 AT a1 gRT- =18 STERT =ITel Braht
R T T 1 G W A, WIS W
T (WA TU23:4) 1 - HigAHE Sdare
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An Open Letter to P.M. Modi by Margaret Alva

Dear Prime Minister,

On New Year's Eve
2022.

I 'write to you, the Leader
of our great Democratic.
Secular, Socialist Republic
: a of India, governed by a
Constitution which enshrines the fundamental rights
and freedoms of Indian citizens, irrespective of
caste, colour, race or creed, as a senior concerned
citizen who has served my country for 50 years in
various capacities.

You are a leader respected nationally and
internationally. You travel around the world,
calling on world leaders, including His Holiness
the Pope, in Rome, proclaiming that India is a
free democratic secular state. Your speeches and
statements have been praised and extensively
reported on, by the global media. Unfortunately,
the reality on the ground here, presents a stark,
contrast to the image you project of India to the
global community, especially in the context of
minority rights and secularism.

Mr. Prime Minister, across India, highly
organised and militant right wing extremist groups
are terrorising, attacking and killing innocent
citizens in the name of religion. I am appalled
at the recent, widely reported statements, made
by some religious leaders calling for genocide, of
non-Hindus, in order to create a Hindu Rashtra.
What is even more shocking, is that there is no
response or action either by your Central
Government, or the State Government that's
controlled by the BJP, of which you are the
undisputed leader, or the local administration, to
crack down firmly on this virulent, toxic, hate
speech, designed to create insecurity and fear

amongst millions of
minorities, who live here in
the country.

From the early days of
our freedom struggle,
Muslims, Sikhs and
Christians and indeed those
from many other religious sects and denominations
have fought shoulder to shoulder with our Hindu
brothers and sisters, to win our freedom and
defend our motherland. My parents-in-law, the
late Joachim and Violet Alva, were freedom
fighters who went to jail and became the first
couple in India's Parliament, she also becoming
Parliament's first woman presiding officer. There
are today thousands of minorities serving the
nation in all walks of life, in all parts of the country.
Are we now to be treated as second class citizens?

Mr. Prime Minister, how can you close your
eyes and remain silent when atrocities on India's
minorities are mounting? Your silence Mr. Prime
Minister, is misread as tacit approval and
encouragement to the ever increasing violence
and intimidation India's minorities are being
subjected to. When will you speak up and put a
stop to this madness and violence?

My home state of Karnataka, where I was
born and brought up, has boasted of a peaceful
inclusive environment, that has drawn people from
all over the world. This Christmas, the State BJP
government has gifted us the draconian "The
Karnataka Protection of Right of Freedom of
Religion Bill" in "recognition" of our services,
which has provisions that have been previously
struck down by courts and are clearly violative
of the Indian Constitution. It makes all minorities,
our institutions, practices, services and charities

P AGRADIANCE ///A

[17]

JANUARY - 2022 ///d




suspect. Personal liberties of privacy, of religion,
of marriage, and decision making, are taken away,
and the state becomes the arbiter of our personal
lives, making us subject to probes, charges, and
jail by the state and its officials, who will interpret
the provisions of the law and imprison us without
trial.

We Christians are a disciplined, non-violent,
service oriented community. If we were involved
in mass conversions, why is our number under
3%? 200 years of rule by Christian colonial
powers and work by so called "missionaries
involved in forced conversions" should have shown
in our numbers, which have been declining. Why
then this false propaganda and violence against
us? The work of Mother Teresa of Calcutta for
the poor, the sick and the abandoned all over
the world was hailed by Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji
and Advaniji and has brought honour and glory to
India. Even she and her sisters have not been
spared, with their funds frozen. Why?

Is this the India our freedom fighters fought for?
Our Constitution makers sought to create? And
the Father of the nation dreamt of, when he

beseeched his countrymen to "wipe every tear from
every eye"? Is this the India we have struggled
over 70 years, to build?

Rulers and Regimes down the ages have tried
to suppress and kill - Christianity but it has
survived and reached all comers of the earth.

It cannot be wiped out in India. We are part
of this nation's fabric. Indian blood flows in our
veins and we are patriotic citizens who have, and
will continue to serve our people and help build
our motherland. History shows that Christianity
has thrived and spread on the blood of martyrs.
Christ taught us to love our enemies, do good to
those who would harm us and forgive those who
would kill us. This we will do, as we pray each
day "father forgive them for they know not what
they do".

May Jesus Christbless you my Prime Minister
and guide you in your ways. May the love, joy
and peace of Christmas remain with us all through
the New Year.

Your's sincerely,
MARGARET ALVA
(Former Governor & Union Minister)
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In Service of Man and God

(Mother Teresa passed away 25 years ago. The Missionaries of Charity carry on, caring

for the poor and outcasts across the world.)

I'was far away from Delhi
when news trickled in that the
government had not renewed
FCRA permission to the
Missionaries of Charity, the
organisation that Mother
Teresa founded in 1950. It was the year that our
Constitution was promulgated and she was
amongst the first foreigners to become an Indian
citizen.

Associated with Mother Teresa for the last
23 years of her life, and with the MC sisters for
over four decades, the refusal of FCRA
permission came to me as a surprise, but I
believed it was the result as is often the case, of
accounting errors, which would be corrected.
And so it happened. The sisters were able to
explain the discrepancies to the concerned
authorities and permission was renewed.

2022 awakened to the 25th year of Mother
Teresa's passing away, in her beloved Kolkata.
For me, it was also an occasion to recount a
little of my association with her. We know where
she started, a lone presence on Kolkata's streets
with no money, no helper and no companion. By
the time she passed away, she had created, one
small step at a time, the presence of her Order in
123 countries. Together, with her band of 4,000
sisters and brothers, theirs would remain a unique
brand of faith and compassion, reaching out to
alleviate destitution, loneliness, hunger and
disease, bringing hope and relief to millions of
the abandoned, homeless, dying and leprosy
outcasts, irrespective of their country, faith, or
denomination.

Although she remained fiercely Catholic, her
brand of religion was not exclusive. Convinced
that each person she ministered to was Christ in
suffering, she reached out to people of all faiths.
Hers was not the 19th-century brand of imperial
evangelism. Unlike most in the Church, she
understood the environment in which she lived
and worked. In the course of writing my
biography, I once asked Jyoti Basu, that
indomitable chief minister of West Bengal, what
he, as a Communist and atheist could possibly
have in common with Mother Teresa, for whom
God was everything. With a smile, he replied,
"We both share a love for the poor."

With such a long association and so many
memories, [ can at best present a few vignettes
of an arduous yet joyful life that was ordained
for her. I vividly recall my first visit with her to a
huge leprosy settlement not far from Kolkata. It
was a very moving experience to see her
surrounded by hundreds of inmates, many with
no arms or legs, all reaching out to hug or touch
her. "Ma", as they called her, had made them
feel needed by giving them the important task of
weaving the saris that are worn by the MC sisters
worldwide.

During her visits to Delhi, where she had
"homes", I would help steer her through our
labyrinthine bureaucracy. Overtime, I became
familiar with the work of the MC. The Shishu
Bhawans were crammed with abandoned infants,
dressed in cheerful clothes, stitched by the sisters
or volunteers; the "house" at Majnu Ka Tila for
abandoned elderly destitute persons; the home
for disabled children in South Delhi, many
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suffering from Down Syndrome and cared for in
their cots.

It was here that my daughters and I first met
Kusum, then a child of six. Two things struck me
at once. The first was that she could not stand,
and the second was her infectious smile.
Whenever I visited, this little girl always greeted
me with a smile. As she could only crawl, the
sisters, helpers and volunteers fed her, bathed
her, dressed her in fresh clothes everyday, and
carried her to the toilet every time she needed to
go. They changed her clothes each time she soiled
them.

Painstakingly, she learnt to say "hello" to me
and one day, to my delight added "uncle" to
complete the little sentence. Kusum was found
begging on a street. On the afternoon the sisters
found her, it was pouring. The drenched child
had a wracking cough. Unable to find a parent
or guardian, they customarily reported the matter
to the local police. After her condition stabilised
in a nearby hospital, they brought her to their
"ashram" to join about 60 children with physical
and mental problems. Doctors had opined that
her legs and arms had been broken, perhaps
deliberately. When I once asked her who had
done this to her, she burst into tears. It was the
only time she cried. For the rest of the time,
Kusum's smile would invariably reach her eyes.
When she died at the age of 18, the sisters
cremated her body at the nearby cremation
ground.

When I asked Mother Teresa how she and
her mission could care for hundreds of
thousands of destitute persons, and what made
this possible, she explained to me simply but
meaningfully. "You can, at best look after a few
loved ones in your family. My sisters and I can
look after everyone, because for us they are all

God". So, the leprosy-affected man chained by
his brothers in a hut, the infant left under a truck
and saved just in time from prowling dogs, the
woman dumped on a rubbish heap by her own
son" and left to die because he had now secured
her property, were manifestations of her God
in suffering.

Perhaps the most succinct summing up of
Mother Teresa's life and work was made by the
Chairman of the Nobel Peace Prize Commiittee,
John Sannes. In his speech at the Nobel prize
ceremony in Oslo in 1979, he said: "The hallmark
of her work has been respected for the individual
and the individual's worth and dignity. The
loneliest and the most wretched, the dying
destitute, the abandoned lepers have all been
received by her and her sisters with warm
compassioa devoid of con-descensioa based on
her reverence for Christ in man... This is the life
of Mother Teresa and her sisters - a life of strict
poverty and long days and nights of toil, a life
that affords little room for other joys but the most
precious."

The writer is former Chief Election
Commissioner of India.

NAVIN B. CHAWLA
The Indian Express, Delhi (14.01.2022)
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In Bad Faith

With their foreign funding cut off, Missionaries of Chairty will have to abandon the poor.

Will the Hindutva brigade take up their work?

NOW THAT THE
Ministry of Home Affairs has
finally decided to cut off
foreign funding to Mother
Teresa's Missionaries of
Charity, this international
order of nuns will have to stop
its care of the poorest of the
poor. What was surprising is that it took the
government more time than expected to concoct
a plausible story to justify its action. A couple of
the accused in the Bhima Koregaon case say it
took a couple of years to fix their computers in
order to rope them in. It should have been much,
much easier to foist false cases on unsuspecting
Catholic nuns whose only mission in life is to spread
love and compassion and whose knowledge of
worldly affairs is confined to their work for the
poorest of the poor.

A centre run by them in Gujarat for destitute
girls was visited by the government's minions. They
found the girls "being indoctrinated in Christian
beliefs and forced to attend Christian prayer
services". These are charges that could have been
made much earlier if they were based on truth.
But since they are obviously not true, it was only
around Christmas Day of 2021 that the revelations
were announced.

A concerted attack on Christian schools and
places of worship in the states ruled by the BJP
has been mounted in the past two or three
months. Is it to intimidate them to vote for the
ruling dispensation? I doubt it. Christians can
make some small difference in a small state like
Goa but surely not in Uttar Pradesh or even in

Punjab or Uttarakhand.

So what s it that is getting the Sangh Parivar
all agog with excitement all of a sudden? Honestly,
I cannot figure it out. If it is "conversions", that is
an old horse that has been flogged almost to death.
The cognoscente knows well that there are no
"forced" conversions. That is out of the question
in today's day and age, especially under today's
political dispensation. Even when "Soft Hindutva"
ruled, it would not have been tolerated.

Mass conversions would attract attention and
consternation. That, too, is not happening. The
last mass conversions that were reported were of
Scheduled Caste Hindus to Buddhism. That was
some decades ago in Maharashtra, home to their
icon, Babasaheb Ambedkar.

The only plausible explanation I can offer is
the Sangh Parivar's drumming up of pure prejudices
against a small community that has nowhere to go
when threatened or bullied. The "Christian"
countries are not going to accept them, as religion
is not an emotive issue with them like it is in South
Asia or in the Islamic nations of the Middle East
or Southeast Asia. Muslims, who constituted the
first and the main target of the forces of Hindutva,
were advised to go to Pakistan. Which country
will be assigned to the poor Christians?

If BJP MP Tejasvi Surya had his way, the
Christians would not be required to leave. A better
solution hath he in a statement he later withdrew.
They would have to revert to the religion of their
forefathers by undergoing the purifying ceremonies
of "ghar wapsi". Hinduism has never existed
without the allotted castes. What caste would be
assigned to the prodigals? I suppose Surya would
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decide that delicate issue also.

But let us revert to the government's refusal to
renew the FCRA licence of the revered Mother's
Missionaries of Charity. Without foreign aid, the
nuns will have to abandon the poorest of the poor
to an uncertain fate. Unless, of course, the
Hindutva brigade's softer side steps in and takes
up the work from the Sisters. The love and
compassion that guides those good women may
go missing but at the very least the destitute will
escape death by starvation. And that would be
the least we should expect from these soldiers of
the "New India". At present, the only job entrusted
to them is the lynching of Muslim "beef traders"
and violence against Christian "proselytisers". Let
them get accustomed to busying themselves with
positive work, simultaneously.

The other aspect of this sad affair that should
bother us is the habit the Modi-Shah government
has formed of twisting facts to suit its ideological
agenda. In the case of Mother Teresa's order of
nuns, I am witness to the fact that the Mother made
it an article of faith to ensure that parents who were
accepted as guardians or foster parents were of
the same religious denomination as the child who
was | put up for adoption. In Romania, where I .
Witnessed the process, the Orthodox , Christians,
who were the dominant faction in the land, would
not have countenanced orphans being assigned
to Catholic foster parents of more affluent
countries.

I'have mentioned in earlier writings that Mother
Teresa inaugurated the reopening of a mosque in
Albania at the request of a group of Muslim boys
who approached her. She justified her consent to
do that by telling me that it gladdened her heart to
see areturn to God in that atheist country in which
her parents were born and lie buried. The country
was 70 per cent Muslim before the Communist

dictator Enver Hoxha declared it to be officially
atheist and closed all mosques and churches for
public worship.

In any case, the main objects of Mother's
attention, and hence her followers as well, were
abandoned babies and the old and feeble men and
women left by an indifferent society to fend for
themselves on the street in their dying hours. Even
if Mother wanted to convert them where was the
scope? Allegations of Christian prayers recited at
the time of their death, even if true, do not make
these poor souls into Christians. That process is
time-consuming since the converts have to
assimilate Christian beliefs and values and this takes
at least a year or so to accomplish.

(The writer, a retired IPS officer, was Mumbai
Police Commissioner, and a former Indian
Ambassador to Romania.)

- Julio Reibeiro
The Indian Express, Delhi (04.01.2022)
N

Final
Profession

With profound joy and gratitude, we invite you
to join us in thanking and praising God, as our
beloved daughter Sr. Kiran Toppo, CJ makes
her Final Profession.
Sr. Kiran Toppo, CJ
Sunday 30 January, 2022 at 11 a.m.
St. Francis School, Jhansi Cantt.

Seeking your prayers us and blessings, we
remain ever grateful,

Mr. Melethius & Mrs. Orelia Toppo
& Family

St. Thomas' Church
\Shastn'puram, Sikandra, Agra

J
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Blessed Devasahayam
The First Indian Layman to be Conferred Sainthood

A Hindu man from Kanyakumari district in
Tamil Nadu, who converted to Christianity in the
18th century, is set to become the first Indian
layman, to be declared a saint by the Vatican on
May 15, 2022. Devasahayam Pillai, who took the
name ‘Lazarus’ in 1745, was first approved for
sainthood in February 2020 for “enduring .-
increasing hardships” after he
decided to embrace Christianity,
the Vatican said.

Devasahayam is said to
have faced harsh persecution
and imprisonment after he
decided to convert to
Christianity, ultimately resulting
inhiskillingin 1752.

BornonApril 23,1712 in the
village of Nattalam in Tamil Nadu’s
Kanyakumari District, Devasahayam
went on to serve in the court of Travancore’s
Maharaja Marthanda Varma. It was here that he
met a Dutch naval commander, who taught him
about the Catholic faith.

In 1745, soon after he was baptised, he
assumed the name ‘Lazarus’, meaning ‘God is my
help’. But he then faced the wrath of the
Travancore state, which was against his
conversion.

“His conversion did not go well with the heads
of his native religion. False charges of treason and
espionage were brought against him and he was
divested of his post in the royal administration,” a
note issued by the Vatican in February 2020 read.
He was imprisoned and subjected to harsh
persecution.

“While preaching, he particularly insisted on

the equality of all people, despite caste differences.
This aroused the hatred of the higher classes, and
he was arrested in 1749,” the Vatican stated.

On January 14, 1752, just seven years after
he became a Catholic, Devasahayam was shot
dead in the Aralvaimozhy forest. Since then, he
has widely been considered a martyr by
the Catholic community in South
India. His body is now at Saint
Francis Xavier Cathedral in the
Diocese of Kottar.

He was declared Blessed
by the Kottar Diocese in

2012, 300 years after his
birth. “In remarks that day
during the midday ‘Angelus’
prayer in the Vatican, Pope
Benedict  XVI  recalled
Devasahayam as ‘faithful layman’. He
urged Christians to “join in the joy of the Church
in India and pray that the new Blessed may sustain
the faith of the Christians of that large and noble
country,” the note from the Vatican stated.

Devasahayam’s ascent to sainthood was not
without controversy. In 2017, two former IAS
officers wrote to Cardinal Angelo Amato, who was
then the head of the Vatican’s Congregation for
the Causes of Saints, urging them to drop
Devasahayam’s last name ‘Pillai’ as it was a caste
title. However at the time, the Vatican declined
their request.

It was only in February 2020, when the Vatican
cleared him for sainthood, that they dropped ‘Pillar’
from his name, referring to him as ‘Blessed
Devasahayam’.

e

Courtesy: Fr. Jemilthan
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Christmas Tree organised by
Christian Samaj Seva Soc1ety, Agra

Agra 19 December. Like many previous
years, this year, also Christian Samaj Seva
Society, Agra organised Christmas tree in loving
memeory of its founder late Mr. Michael Silvera
for the poor children. This year due to pandemic,
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all the field items i.e. games and sports etc. were
cancelled, except distribution of food packets.
We distributed food packets to fifty children.
Smit. Vatsala Prabhakar, President of Mahila
Shanti Seva, Agra Mrs. Simran Upadhyaya, wife
of Sri Yogendra Upadhyaya, MLA and all the
members of the society were present to grace of
the occasion. Next year, God willing we will have
a proper celebration with lot of fun and frolic.
- Jacinta Silvera

Christmas celebrated at St. Francis
Xavier's Regional Seminary, Agra
i

Chri'thmas a season of joy and blessings, is
the most awaited time for the Christians all over
the world and celebrating this great festival in
the seminary, is completely a different
experience. Consequently, its preparation here
at Masih Vidyapeeth (St. Francis Xavier's
Regional Seminary), Etmadpur (Agra) began
much early i.e. from 20th December as soon
as we commenced our Christmas holidays.
On the midnight of 24th December, few
brothers of final year philosophy shared their
personal spiritual Christmas experience with the
whole community. It was then followed by a
solemn vigil Mass celebrated by Rev. Fr. Rector
and the members of the staff. After the Mass all
gathered in front of the crib which was quite
beautifully made by the brothers, to adore the
new born king by singing carols and greeting

one another. The next day i.e. 25th December,
the Mass was held in the Orientation Chapel,
presided over by Rev. Fr. Stephen
(Coordinator) and the staff members. Later, in
the evening we had community Adoration
followed by a sumptuous Christmas meal.

On 31st December during the Adoration
we thanked the Lord for his innumerable
blessings and graces, which He bestowed on
each one of us during the year 2021. After
having burnt the effigy of 2021, we had a
solemn thanksgiving holy Eucharistic
celebration offered by Rev. Fr. A. Sebastian,
our Founder Rector and now a visiting
professor.

We began the New Year by Adoring the
Lord and seeking his benevolent blessings on
each one of us. It was also a remarkable day
for us, as on this day the children from Bal
Bhavan, Aligarh visited our Seminary along
with Rev. Fr. Jose Akkara, some Sisters and
two Regent Brothers. They were warmly
welcomed by the seminary community and
were served tea along with refreshments.

The students of third year conducted some
enthralling games for these children in the
refectory which was then followed by a
rejuvenating program in the seminary
auditorium. The children were then served a
delicious meal. After a friendly basketball match
between the children from Aligarh and our
Brothers, all the children were facilitated with
areturn gift from the seminary. Thus, the picnic
for the children of Bal Bhavan, Aligarh
successfully culminated with tea and snacks. We
thank Rev. Fr. Stany D' Silva for making all the
required arrangements. In the evening the
students of philosophy began their monthly Re-
collection by devotionally participating in the
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Feast day Mass of the 'Holy Mother of God'
followed by a talk by Rev. Fr. A. Sebastian.
The re-collection concluded the next day with
the Sacrament of Reconciliation of Benediction.
On the same day at 5:30pm, we had a
community Christmas Tree and refreshing get-
together. During the gathering we had various
friendly competitions viz. Carol singing, Live
crib making etc. The celebration came to an

end with a sumptuous meal.
Bro. Conrad Clifford Coelho
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At A Glance

San Damiano Province, Noida

"ﬁj‘ Y ek P . B
el —ee- VN, ;

N01da 24 Nov We, the Slsters of Franciscan
Clarist Congregation (FCC) San Damiano
Province, were blessed to have a visit by our
beloved Archbishop Most Rev. Dr. Raphy
Manjaly. His Grace was warmly welcomed by
the 59 members of FCC, attending Provincial
Synaxis at San Damiano Provincialate, Noida. He
was accompained by V. Rev. Joseph Darbe, Vicar
General of the Archdiocese and Parish Priest of
St. Mary's Church, Noida. Later on we
participated in the holy Eucharist, offered by the
Archbishop and concelebrated by our V.G. In his
inspiring homily His Grace on emphasized on the
good qualities of a leader. He prayed for the
decent of the Holy Spirit on the Synaxis; before
departing, he blessed all of us participating in the
Synaxis.

New Provincial Team of FCC,
San Damiano Province, Noida

On 26th November 2021, Provincial Election
Synaxis was held in San Damiano Province,
Noida where Rev. Mother Ann Joseph was
elected as the new Provincial Superior. Mother
Ann Joseph was serving as the Mother General
of the Franciscan Clarist Congregation from the
year 2015-2021. She also has served the
Congregation as General Councillor, Provincial,
Provincial Councillor, Novice Mistress and
Principal. Newly elected Provincial Councillors
are Rev. Sr. Angel Grace, Rev. Sr. Therese
Porathur, Rev. Sr. Aruna Therese and Rev. Sr.
Stella Jees. Provincial Finance Officer is Sr.
Starlin and Provincial Secretary is Sr. Jisha John.

Sr. Ann Joseph, FCC
San Damiano Provincialate, Noida

Papal Nuncio visits St. Mary's Noida

OnJanuary 2, 2022 all Churches in Delhi and
the NCR were closed due to the extensive spread
of Omicron. But it was a fantastic day for St.
Mary's Parish, Noida as His Excellency
Leopoldo Girelli, the Apostolic Nuncio to India
and Nepal paid a brief visit to St. Mary's Church
Noida. The solemnity began with the Eucharistic
celebration. During the Mass, he conveyed
greetings and blessings from His Holiness, Pope
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Francis. Following the Holy Mass, we had a brief
interactive session with all the Parish Associations
during which His Excellency skillfully instructed
us. There was also a presentation of the
functioning parish's various associations' reports.
He was quite pleased with the activities which
are very well taken under the able guidance of
Rev. Fr. Joseph Dabre, the Parish Priest and all

@NAHONAL

Mother Teresa's Nuns EVlcted
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In yet another i 1nstance of rubblng salti 1nto the
wound, the Missionaries of Charity (MC) nuns
have been evicted from their Shishu Bhawan in
Kanpur Cantonment on January 3. The Shishu
Bhawan was founded by Bharat Ratna and Nobel
Laureate Mother Teresa.

This home for orphaned, destitute and
abandoned children was established in June
1968, when the property was purchased from a
private entity. For the last 53 years the
Missionaries of Charity enjoyed its peaceful
possession. This home gave over 1500 babies
in adoption as provided for in law. They also
served thousands of other poor and deprived like
leprosy patients, unwed mothers and children of
construction or migrant labour.

According to a press release issued by the
Indian Catholic Forum, the Defence Estates

NEWS

the priests of the parish, as well as by various
heads of the pious associations. There was a
photographic session in which all members of
various associations took part. Due to His
Excellency's hectic schedule he had to say an
early good-by to all of us. The day concluded
with high tea.

Fr. Lloyd Lobo, St. Mary's Church, Noida

INTERNATIDNAL@

Office (DEO) that claims to own all the land in
the 62 cantonments in India, took the action
claiming that Shishu Bhawan was built on lease
land and the 90-year lease expired in 2019.

“Thereafter the sisters were trespassers for
which they would have to pay a penalty of Rs. 1
crore per annum, amounting to Rs. 2 crores,”
the release said.

The DEO seemed to have been blind to the
altruistic services the MC nuns rendered to all in
need, irrespective of caste or creed.

The nuns ran from pillar to post in Lucknow
and New Delhi but were unable to get a
sympathetic hearing from the DEO or an
appointment with the Defence Minister. Sr Prema,
the Superior General of the congregation, felt that
they could not meet the demands of the Defence
establishment, more so now that even their
access to foreign funding had also been denied
due to the rejection of their application for renewal
of their FCRA account.

“In fear and trembling, the Missionaries of
Charity meekly surrendered before the army
authorities and handed over peaceful possession
of their home to the DEO on 3rd January.”

The eleven remaining orphan children, most
of whom were severely handicapped, were
relocated to other Shishu Bhawans in
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neighbouring Allahabad, Varanasi, Bareilly and
Meerut.

The Catholic Forum Convener Chhotebhai
said the citizens of Kanpur were outraged at this
eviction and takeover, but remained mute
spectators as the nuns had already decided to
surrender the property, probably in the hope that
by doing so the existing demand of Rs. 2 crores
would be waived and that their peaceful act would
hold them in good stead while re-applying for
the FCRA account.

What will now happen to those 1500 families
that had adopted children from Shishu Bhawan?
It was always like a Nanihal (grandmother’s
home) for them. So too the orphaned who were
given away in marriage looked to Shishu Bhawan
as their maika (mother’s home), the release said.

The release further stated: ““On what basis did
the DEO fix an arbitrary demand of Rs 1 crore
per annum on these poor sisters? .... It certainly
doesn’t paint the army or DEO in a good light.
Did it deliberately choose a soft target knowing
that it did not have the stomach for a fight? This
selective targeting also seems to have the mal-
odour of acommunal bias. Is this how the nation
repays the true desh bhakts, those who serve
the neediest of society without expecting anything
inreturn?”’

The action against Missionaries of Charity in
Kanpur comes close on the heels of the rejection
of their application for renewal of FCRA account
due to some ‘adverse inputs’ received by the
government against the Congregation.

In another instance, a case was registered
against a home for girls in Gujarat’s Vadodara
city, run by the MC nuns, over reports of alleged
forced conversion of inmates. There had been
instances of raids conducted in their some other
homes too in the recent past.

Former Bishop Franco Mulakkal
Acquitted By Kottayam Courtin 2018
Rape Case Filed by Nun
TE A courtin Kerala on Friday

‘% | _ Jan, 14 acquitted Roman

@ ! Catholic Bishop Franco

< Mulakkal of the charges of

. rapinganuninaconventin the

“ ‘:‘-f southern state. As the

prosecution failed to produce evidence against

the accused, the Additional District and Sessions
Court IT acquitted the Bishop.

Kottayam district additional sessions court
judge G. Gopakumar pronounced the verdict on
Friday after a trial of 105 days. "Praise the Lord,"
Franco said after the verdict. Meanwhile, the
Jalandhar diocese welcomed the order.

The charge sheet against Mulakkal named 83
witnesses, including the Cardinal of the Syro-

Malabar Catholic Church, Mar George
Alencherry, three bishops, 11 priests and 22 nuns.

SHGUT Shi T b TT Arei=T

T ufes STeT, B9 R A IR AR 3ufeerd ¥
q 2 BN THHH ARGEi €1 q BER geal
37O o9 Y S SR BH 98 A e, e W
B Her 3R FR=R S sed T =R

T T HAGR AR At F1 gw TR oft
Yeh hi STSHEET oh! sfglal = < | STl 84
T JFT 92 A T ST 7R 7 2 94797d TR il
Rl YTferd HT G |

T TR Tohar o w, FTEd 79 U e
etz 3= Sfiiae &t IR 3 9¢ IR Hoft
off I T8 GSHM 9 7 9 |

T Y I WA H T, W WH W
3R R 99 faar oIk 3 & Wa-91e g
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Divine Services in the Churches of Agra City

4 Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
(Near St. Peter's College),
Wazirpura Road, Agra - 282 003 (U.P.)
Mobile: 7753981619
Friday: 7.00 a.m., Saturday: 5.00 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 9.00 a.m./5.00 p.m.
Daily Evening Mass: 5.00 p.m. (Hindi)

4 St. Patrick's Church
118, Prithvi Raj Road,
Agra-282 001 U.P.
Phone: 0562-2225266/8318022688
Sunday Mass: 8.30 a.m. Rosary/Mass
Saturday Evening Mass: 5.00 p.m.
Friday Mass: 5.00 p.m. Adoration/Mass

(A Church of Pieta
(Emperor Akbar's Church)
(Near St. Peter's College), Wazirpura Road,
Agra - 282003 (U.P,)
Mobile: 7753981619
Daily Evening Mass: 5.00 p.m. (Hindi)

(d Sts. Simon & Jude Church
(Near Canara Bank)
Kaulakha, Devri Road, Agra
Mobile: 9917181577
Friday & Saturday: 7.00 a.m.
Sunday Mass: 8.30 a.m. (Hindi)

(A St. Mary's Church
(Near Mother Teresa's Home)
Pratappura, Agra - 282 001 (U.P.)
Mobile: 8800437242/8171871818
Sunday Masses: 8.30 a.m. & 5.00 p.m. (Eng.)
Saturday Evening Mass: 5.00 p.m. (Eng.)
Friday Mass: 7.00 a.m. (Eng.)

4 St. Thomas' Church
C/o St. Francis School
UPSIDC, Sikandra
Agra - 282 007
Mobile: 8395886570
Sunday Masses: 8.30 a.m. (Hindi)
Friday & Saturday: 7.00 a.m.

One Solitary Life

He was born in an obscure
village, the child of a peasant woman.
He grew up in still another village,
where He worked in a carpenter
shop until He was thirty. Then for
three years He was an intinerant preacher. He
never wrote a book. He never held an office. He
never had a family or owned a house. He didn't
gotocollege. He never visited a big city. He never
travelled two hundreds miles from the place He
was born. He did none of the things one usually
associates with greatness. He had no credentials
but Himself. He was only thirty-three when the
tide of public opinion turned against Him. His
friends ran away. He was turned over to His

enemies and went through the mockery of a trial.
He was nailed to a cross between two thieves.
While He was dying, His executioners gambled
for His clothing, the only property He had on
earth. When He was dead, He was laid in a
borrowed grave through the pity of a friend.
Many centuries have come and gone, and today
He is the Central Figure of the human race and
leader of mankind's progress. All the armies that
ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all
the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that
ever reigned, put together, have not effected the
life of man on earth as much as that One Solitary
Life.

Courtesy: Yash Lazarus, Agra
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