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On June 23 we celebrate the Solemnity of the
Nativity of John the Baptist. I take this opportunity
to congratulate all those who have John the Baptist
as their patron. He was an extraordinary saint
and the celebration of his Jayanti itself is an
extraordinary thing. For, in the Catholic Church
the day of a saint's departure from the world is
celebrated as his/her feast. The 'Jayanthi'of a saint
is not celebrated. The exceptions are Jesus the
incarnate Son of God, his most Holy Mother
Mary and St. John the Baptist.

His birth took place due to a special
intervention of God as he had to be the precursor
of the Anointed One. He was born to Zechariah
and Elizabeth in their old age when they had
already given up the hope of ever having a child.
His birth proves the axiom: God hears all our
prayers and in his time he makes all things
beautiful.

John was a prophet of extraordinary humility.
Atatime when people were doing everything
possible to appear before the world bigger and
greater than what they were, he had the humility
to say that he was not worthy to untie the thong
of the Messiah's sandal. At a time when people
were dying to be in the limelight and were ready
to trample on and even eliminate others to be on
the top, he preferred to be a counter sign and
said, "He must increase and I must decrease." A
ley humble person is able to say, "l am what I

Shepherd'’s
Voice

am by the grace of God." Or, "The almighty has
done great things for me." A truly humble person
is able to accept gratefully his/her self as God's
gift and is able to submit himself/herself to God's
loving plans knowing fully well that they are better
than one's own.

John was a prophet of exceptional courage.
He was ready to denounce the Pharisees and
Sadducees-powerful and influential groups in the
then Jewish society-because they were
hypocrites (Mt 23:15), blind leaders of the blind
(Mt 15:14) and wicked in that their hearts were
full of murder (Jn 8:37). He called them to
repentance and warned them against God's
judgement.

Inspired and strengthened by God's Holy
Spirit he chastised the despotic King Herod and
told him that it was not lawful for him to have his
brother's wife (Mk 6:18). John is a glowing
example for Christian courage which is the
willingness to say and do the right thing regardless
of the earthly cost.

Let the life and message of John the Baptist
lead us to true repentance for our sins, help us
love Jesus more and more and give us strength
and courage to give witness to his mercy!

*H Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR THE 56th WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS
Listening with the ear of the heart

Dear brothers and sisters,

Last year we reflected on the need to "Come
and See" in order to discover reality and be able
to recount it beginning with experiencing events
and meeting people. Continuing in this vein, I would
now like to draw attention to another word ,
"listen", which is decisive in the grammar of
communication and a condition for genuine
dialogue.

In fact, we are losing the ability to listen to those
in front of us, both in the normal course of everyday
relationships and when debating the most
important issues of civil life. At the same time,
listening is undergoing an important new
development in the field of communication and
information through the various podcasts and audio
messages available that serve to confirm that
listening is still essential in human communication.

Arespected doctor, accustomed to treating the
wounds of the soul, was once asked what the
greatest need of human beings is. He replied: "The
boundless desire to be heard". A desire that often
remains hidden, but that challenges anyone who s
called upon to be an educator or formator, or who
otherwise performs acommunicative role: parents
and teachers, pastors and pastoral workers,
communication professionals and others who carry
out social or political service.

Listening with the ear of the heart

From the pages of Scripture we learn that

listening means not only the perception of sound,
butisessentially linked to the dialogical relationship
between God and humanity. "Shema'Israel - Hear,
O Israel" (Dt 6:4), the opening words of the first
commandment of the Torah, is continually
reiterated in the Bible, to the point that Saint Paul
would affirm that "faith comes through listening"
(cf.Rom 10:17). The initiative, in fact, is God's,
who speaks to us, and to whom we respond by
listening to him. In the end, even this listening comes
from his grace, as is the case with the newborn
child who responds to the gaze and the voice of
his or her mother and father. Among the five senses,
the one favoured by God seems to be hearing,
perhaps because it is less invasive, more discreet
than sight, and therefore leaves the human being
more free.

Listening corresponds to the humble style of
God. It is the action that allows God to reveal
himself as the One who, by speaking, creates man
and woman in his image, and by listening
recognizes them as his partners in dialogue. God
loves humanity: thatis why he addresses his word
to them, and why he "inclines his ear" to listen to
them.

On the contrary, human beings tend to flee the
relationship, to turn their back and "close their ears"
so they do not have to listen. The refusal to listen
often ends up turning into aggression towards the
other, as happened to those listening to the deacon
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Stephen who, covering their ears, all turned on
him at once (cf. Acts 7:57).

The Lord explicitly calls the human person to
acovenant of love, so that they can fully become
what they are: the image and likeness of God in
his capacity to listen, to welcome, to give space
to others. Fundamentally, listening is adimension
oflove.

This is why Jesus calls his disciples to evaluate
the quality of their listening. "Take heed then how
you hear" (Lk 8:18): this is what he exhorts them
to do after recounting the parable of the sower,
making it understood that it is not enough simply
to listen, but that it is necessary to listen well.
Only those who receive the word with an "honest
and good" heart and keep it faithfully bear the
fruit of life and salvation (cf. Lk 8:15). Itis only
by paying attention to whom we listen, to what
we listen, and to how we listen that we can grow
in the art of communicating, the heart of which is
not a theory or a technique, but the "openness of
heart that makes closeness possible" (cf.
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 171).

Listening as a condition of good
communication

There is a kind of hearing that is not really
listening, but its opposite: eavesdropping. In fact,
eavesdropping and spying, exploiting others for
our own interests, is an ever-present temptation
that nowadays seems to have become more acute
in the age of social networks.

The lack of listening, which we experience so
often in daily life, is unfortunately also evident in
publiclife, where, instead of listening to each other,
we often "talk past one another". This is a symptom
of the fact that, rather than seeking the true and
the good, consensus is sought; rather than listening,
one pays attention to the audience. Good

communication, instead, does not try to impress
the public with a soundbite, with the aim of ridiculing
the other person, but pays attention to the reasons
of the other person and tries to grasp the
complexity of reality. It is sad when, even in the
Church, ideological alignments are formed and
listening disappears, leaving sterile opposition in
its wake.

In reality, in many dialogues we do not
communicate at all. We are simply waiting for the
other person to finish speaking in order to impose
our point of view. In these situations, as
philosopher Abraham Kaplan notes, [3] dialogue
is aduologue: amonologue in two voices. In true
communication, however, the "I" and the "you" are
both "moving out", reaching out to each other.

Itis only by putting aside monologues that the
harmony of voices that is the guarantee of true
communication can be achieved. Listening to
several sources, "not stopping at the first tavern" -
as the experts in the field teach us - ensures the
reliability and seriousness of the information we
transmit. Listening to several voices, listening to
each other, even in the Church, among brothers
and sisters, allows us to exercise the art of
discernment, which always appears as the ability
to orient ourselves in a symphony of voices.

The ability to listen to society is more valuable
than ever in this time wounded by the long
pandemic. So much previously accumulated
mistrust towards "official information" has also
caused an "infodemic", within which the world of
information is increasingly struggling to be credible
and transparent. We need to lend an ear and listen
profoundly, especially to the social unease
heightened by the downturn or cessation of many
economic activities.

The reality of forced migration is also acomplex
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issue, and no one has a ready-made prescription
for solving it. I repeat that, in order to overcome
prejudices about migrants and to melt the hardness
of our hearts, we should try to listen to their stories.
Give each of them a name and a story. Many good
journalists already do this. And many others would
like to doit, if only they could. Let us encourage
them! Let us listen to these stories! Everyone
would then be free to support the migration policies
they deem most appropriate for their own country.
Butin any case, we would have before our eyes
not numbers, not dangerous invaders, but the faces
and stories, gazes, expectations and sufferings of
real men and women to listen to.

Listening to one another in the Church

In the Church, too, there is a great need to
listen to and to hear one another. It is the most
precious and life-giving gift we can offer each
other. "Christians have forgotten that the ministry
of listening has been committed to them by him
who is himself the great listener and whose work
they should share. We should listen with the ears
of God that we may speak the word of God" [4].
Thus, the Protestant theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer reminds us that the first service we
owe to others in communion consists in listening
to them. Whoever does not know how to listen to
his brother or sister will soon no longer be able to
listen to God either. [5]

The most important task in pastoral activity is
the "apostolate of the ear" - to listen before
speaking, as the Apostle James exhorts: "Letevery
man be quick to hear, slow to speak” (1:19). Freely
giving some of our own time to listen to people is
the first act of charity.

- Franciscus
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 24 Jan 2022,
Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales
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'BROKEN to OPEN' - The Sacred Heart of Jesus

Prior to this, seldom did
it happen that incessant
prayers went unanswered,
that I was left at the mercy
of circumstances, that I
had to let down all my
guards, that I had nothing
else but to surrender, that
my heart was totally broken!

But now, in the most sensitive and endearing
area of my life, I was left utterly helpless,
hopeless, broken and wounded! So much so
that I keep wondering still, what good lesson
does this heartbreak hold in store for me?

One of our teachers was sobbing and sharing
with me last week as to how she had been
struggling with her heartaches while experiencing
years of miscarriages and infertility.It is a hard
mountain to climb. To desire and want a baby
so badly that it reaches down into every aspect
of your life, replacing what should be joy with
a deep longing.We can understand what it
means to want something so intensely that it
consumes your thoughts. We know what it means
to cry because you want to hold your baby and
you can't- not this side of heaven!

She shared how she is having a lot of trouble
being around people. She mentioned that she was
with a group of friends recently and one of them
announced that she was pregnant.She said she
fought the urge to get up and leave. Of course
she did!

Our Faith tells us to accept these pains, let go
and surrender. But, of course, acceptance and
surrender is not something that happens
overnight. It is also something that does not
happen during the happy times of our life. These

lessons are learned through tears and
heartaches;in times of loneliness, depression,
anxiety and fear.

If T accept my helplessness in that specific area
of my life, will I stop feeling this intense pain?1f
that teacher accepts her situation, will she be able
torejoice with her pregnant friend without wishing
it was her? I don't think so. Of course, it would
bring in a sense of peace, but it would be asking
too much to completely erase these intense
feelings. Perhaps these intense feelings
remain to be used by God.

Paul talks about a thorn in his flesh and how
he prayed three times that God would remove it.
Now, remember who Paul was. He performed
miracle after miracle. He witnessed the hand of
God and the saving grace of Jesus a thousand
times. If anyone were to pray and achieve
results, it would be Paul. Yet, God refused
to take away that thorn in his flesh. Why?

"And he said to me, my grace is sufficient

for you: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness." (2 Corinthians 12:9)

Is it possible that even a great man of faith
like Paul had to be reminded that his strength
comes from God and God alone?How often do
I struggle on my own? How often does my
independent nature take over and try to
instruct God rather than simply follow? Don't
I'reject the pain in my life in an effort to remain
secure in my own ways?

Yes, I would still feel twinges of pain. Like
Paul's thorn, those twinges must remain because
they would keep me constantly seeking out God's
strength.Can I think of anything that would bring
me closer to God than having such a strong need?

May be our weaknesses remain
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weaknesses, so that our strength lies in Him
alone.

Grieve your weakness. Whatever your
weakness looks like, allow yourself to cry and
experience the painful emotions necessary to heal.

Don't underestimate the power of
acceptance. When we accept our hurt, we can
go to God with it. Remember,God has not
Jforsaken you in your hurt. He is simply standing
by your side waiting for you. He cannot help
you if you do not hand Him over your pain.

Don't take it back. Yes, the triggers will
come. Yes, you will hurt, but leave it at the feet
of Jesus. Don't take it back when the emotions
sweep over you.

Accept God's strength. When you give your
weakness to Jesus, he surrounds you with
strength. Your weakness is then used for His glory.
His light shines brighter through you. You can,then,
reach out a hand to your neighbor and say, "My
God strengthened me, and He can strengthen
you too!"

Friends, only when we have trusted and
broken our heart enough times, will we reach a
point where we'll realize that loving and trusting
God is not a game of defenses. Loving God'is a
space where we have to drop all our guards.
We can love Him freely, only if we are not afraid
to have our hearts, BROKEN. '""You have to
keep breaking your heart until it opens'', says
Rumi, the great Sufi mystic.

As we celebrate the feast of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, that was brutally wounded and
afflicted for love of each one of us, let's take a
look at our struggles and make a decision, ""Will
we continue to struggle or will we allow this
‘thorn' to bring us God's strength?"

I pray this takes each one of us, one step
closer to learning how to embrace God's
strength in our weakness and allow Him to
use it for His glory! Amen!

Happy Feast of the Sacred Heart!

Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, Greater Noida

Pope Francis announced 21 new Cardinals at
a Consistory on Saturday, 27 August. They
represent the Church worldwide, and reflect a wide
variety of cultures, contexts and pastoral ministries.
At the conclusion of the Regina Coeli on
Sunday, Pope Francis said that on Saturday,

Pope announces 21 new Cardinals from around the world

27 August, he held a Consistory for the creation
of new cardinals.

He also said that he would meet during the next
two days - on Monday and Tuesday, 29-30 August
- with all the cardinals to reflect on the new
Apostolic Constitution Praedicate evangelium.

The College of Cardinals currently consists
of 208 Cardinals, of whom 117 are electors and
91 non-electors. As of 27 August, the number
will grow to 229 Cardinals, of whom 131 will
be electors.

Eight of the newly named Cardinals are from
Europe, six from Asia, two from Africa, one from
North America, and four from Central and Latin
America.

[8]

JUNE & JULY - 2022.///d




THYER T UH

TRATAR 3 TR & @ 9
fohar foh 399 79T Sehatian
I3 7 < fean @ifw s g
34 W fovam Y, 98 T
R, W 3 Sited 91e
(&1 3:16)

qa TSR 4 TS <l
30 WY & FATAR 34— foha1, 3197 & @&y
F TIER THYR A 3T 301 fha, R IR
TR Hh 3T AT hI gie FT, IR THIR
q 3ITeh! SARAY & 3R T Fel,  Hal-wall
3R geat R R WA, IR SR 3197 91 H T
" (SAfd 27:28) |

THYER 3 39 S wifd ¥ 31 fee-<if |
Higead 1 foh a8 =1 SioA 91T 3R i 9
T @ AR emfrafe fean fob well-well @R Al

T YY ¥ T & IW N § e e iR w@ned
s %1 ST aaRE 9y Ay 1 99 IR SRR
T T H 38 7 S §, S TRE A U B W@
¥, & for g & 9o =7 3 forsal § et
o UH Tl § 2 39 Y] 9 e, e 7Y e
@ S € o H e | I s §, Ay A
B A 01 =01 (BT 21:15)

3T T YT I & ALHSH I fohaan &
IR AL H 7 vt S 3T fadaras
31T 1 HEl A Hel A o fordl I H TWa-gX-
A UL T&dl § | FOR § oy slieft S aref
o U T & T, T g, veft 9 g S
off Toera § | R Tt o = fefiat =1 deas
T ¥, @R fandt st Suftafa = srufeafa 1 ot
HiedTs &l €, TR Tk TR § S foum ¥ &
foudt R fom femm +f femrE S St § iR

ool H R S| 3@ ST @ AR Hoaqd i
Yo o foan fob erent o197 =91 § & Al
foram X fop oI WA QT 1 o1 <1 HGIAT
foRan | a1 7 W 1ot Higesd H 39 A W 9d
F® g o iR Fal, St /3 qH W T 9
e, S@ ¥ wem, aifs 93 & gra faar o6
AfEHT B (F&T1 14:13) |

T Y Y] IEHAH F YO Hd T oA A
THR-TJhR T e © ¥, T3 o 9ISl ohl STl

fortT siiet off g8 < St © | 3 SR A 9y 9
T R Tk, 61 fohan, aifhd 9y 4 ¥9R 9
U IR ol | W2 1 3TTcHT F@ie o1 e 1ueh §,
€ T ! Gl ol St @l Hkal g1 (FHfqerem
20:27)

3T i fasferdl W & Sell &l g&eH &
foTT Horeeti & O1 A e e, Jieel i
TSl 3R AehTal st gl 79 A it Bt
ot dieett | es Tl ¥ | gURI SIS i fonor

¥ T 98 S Y % AW W AW T, S H
T | S Y] 7 IEEe™ § gow fea a9
IR TR H ga9d 7 T | TR g4 ol T 97
FE T2 (FH 21:9-10) wfehd 5& Ay

ST IS Bl & foh U H eohdl 311 v1ed off ¢u
% 39 IR 9gd G % Ueh Ol a0 & 9
g H Wl B Sl 5, 3T Sl BT © Uk gl
ST ST 9l heleh? gopd Wit et # gum

Yeh ST 71 A1 e TR 3757 91 719 98 BT
FHEd a1l Y 9T T, Shad 9 Tl & off S
311 Tk A W TSl bl <@ W o,

S=ISTY hTE Shidl Bl € | THYeR T § 98 di8
ThelTehY FHRT SIolX Y T&T ¥ |
IT YR 11 W

J AGRADIANCE ///4

[9]

JUNE & JULY - 2022 ///4




The Power of the Blood of Jesus

As Christians, we know
. about the blood, sing hymns
about the blood, and
remember it during communion.
Buthow many of us truly know
how deep its power runs, and
all that it has provided for us?
Even more important- how many of us use it and
apply itin our lives every day? From Genesis to
Revelation, the word the blood is kept before
our eyes-a reminder of its importance and
significance to God and to us. The sacrifices of
Able, Noah and Isaac, and the Passover lamb,
and the giving of the law all came to pass, but
"not without blood". The blood symbolizes
cleansing and purification-the settling of a matter.
God is love. And the greatest expression of his
love towards us is the blood of Jesus. That love
covers every need man has had or ever will have,
and every time we apply the blood, we
experience an outpouring of this love. It is love,
through the blood, that has created a barrier
between you and all the works of the devil. Let's
elevate the blood of Jesus to the same place in
our hearts that it has in God's heart-and awaken
in our spirits those powerful things the blood has
procured for us. The power of the blood of Jesus
has provided everything you need to live a life of
victory, including redemption, fellowship, healing,
protection and authority over the devil.
Redemption through the Blood of Jesus:
"We have redemption through His blood". -
Eph 1:7
You know the story. Satan came to Adam's
wife, Eve, in the form of a serpent and deceived
her into disobeying God. Adam followed suit and
did what Satan told him to do instead of obeying

God. When he did that, he made Satan his Lord,
in bowing his knee to Satan the illegitimate ruler
of the earth. From that day on- everything
changed. With one trespass, death was passed
on to all men [Rom5; 12]. The earth and
everything in it was suddenly cursed and man
was separated from God by sin. Sounds
unfixable, right?

But God has a plan

His plan of Redemption was the same as it
was for Able, Moses and Noah-it would be
through the shedding of blood. Such great
redemption for all mankind. For eternity, could
not be accomplished through the blood of just a
goat or ram. Redemption of this magnitude
required a much greater sacrifice-the blood of
his son Jesus. The greatest thing the blood of
Jesus accomplished was this it washed all sin
away and made you clean and pure, white as
snow. From the minute you receive Jesus as Lord
of your life, God will not remember any past sin
in your life. That's how powerful the blood is.
The best part? You don't have to earn and pay
for what has been provided on the cross. In fact,
you couldn't earn it even if you tried. The best
thing you can do is joyfully accept this free gift.

Fellowship with God through the Blood
of Jesus:

Fellowship is closeness-a friendship. That's
what we have with God, but it was bought with
aprice. Before Adam fell in the Garden of Eden,
he had enjoyed friendship and fellowship with
God. After Adam's fall, sin separated us from
this precious fellowship and could only be
restored through the blood of Jesus. Because of
the power of the blood of Jesus, you can come
boldly into the presence of god. The blood of
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Jesus builds a mighty wall between sin and
believers who have been made the righteousness
of God through Jesus.
Healing through the Blood of Jesus:
"By His stripes we are healed." ---1s 53: 5
When you take communion do you think of
healing? Most christens take the emblem of the
blood and say, 'thank God, we are delivered from
sin'. And that is true. Praise God for it he bore
spiritual torment for our sins, mental distress for
our worry, care sorrow and fear, as well as
physical pain for our sickness and disease. The
stripes He bore and the blood He shed were for
our healing. If you need healing today, the blood
of Jesus is free and without side effects. You don't
need a prescription, you don't need an
appointment, and you don't have to check with
your insurance company. Jesus provided it all
through the blood. You can appropriate the blood
of Jesus today in the Holy Eucharist.
Protection through the Blood of Jesus:
In Exodus, after nine devastating plagues,
pharaoh still refused to let God's people go. So,
God sent a final plague one of judgment to "smite
all the first born in the land of Egypt" [EX 12:12].
As sons of Adam, Satan knew the children of
Israel had broken covenant with God and also
due judgment. God could protect them, but "not
without blood". They had a covenant relationship
with God through Abraham, but they needed to
stand in that covenant. They needed to choose
the covenant over the curse. So, God instructed
them to take the blood of the lamb and paint it
on their doorposts. They did, and the angel of
death passed them by. Was it really the blood of
alamb that stopped them from being killed? No
it was the blood of the lamb {JESUS } who was
slain from the foundation of the world. The blood
of the lamb is inexhaustible and never ending. It

1s an unlimited supply. When we apply the blood
of Jesus to the doorposts of our lives in faith, we
access the power to defeat every part of the
curse that tries to take residence. When you
speak the name of Jesus in the face of sickness,
disease or danger, the blood of the lamb is behind
it, and you are protected.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, by faith in your merits, I now take
your precious blood and sprinkle it over myself
and my family right from the crown of my head
to the very soles of my feet. I claim total and
complete protection for my life and my family.
Lord JESUS, keep me free today from evil, sin
temptation, Satan's attacks and afflictions, fear
of darkness, fear of man, sickness, diseases,
doubts, anger, all calamities and from all that is
not of thy kingdom. AMEN.

- Sr. Shalini, Satyaseva Sister,
St. Peter's College Campus, Agra
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Online Shopping: An Ethics E-loyalty

4@  Introduction:

_ Quoting Pope Pius XII,
September 8, 1957
encyclical letter Miranda
Prorsus, the Pastoral
}a Instruction on the Means of
'?:E Social Communication
' & Communio et Progressio,
pubhshed in 1971 underlined that point: "The
Church sees these media as 'gifts of God' which,
in accordance with his providential design, unite
men in brotherhood and so help them to
cooperate with His plan for their salvation". This
remains our view and it is the view we take of
the Internet.

As the Church understands it, the history of
human communication is something like a long
journey, bringing humanity "from the pride-driven
project of Babel and the collapse into confusion
and mutual incomprehension to which it gave rise
(cf. Gen 11:1-9), to Pentecost and the gift of
tongues: arestoration of communication, centered
on Jesus, through the action of the Holy Spirit".
In the life, death, and resurrection of Christ,
"communication among men found its highest
ideal and supreme example in God who had
become man/woman and brother/sister".

Understanding of Ethics:

Ethics has to do with good and bad, with right
and wrong. It is essential to note that ethics is
more than some types of behavior. While it is
based on moral rules that influence individual and
collective behavior, it is linked with theoretical
ethical justifications. The criteria of the ethical
quality of a moral rule are its devotion to a
predefined duty, the enhancement of utility and
social consequences.

Online Shopping:

An online approach can be more effective for
identifying and reaching online shoppers. Internet
is fundamentally transforming the nature of the
relationship that businesses have with consumers
and the public. While e-commerce has witnessed
extensive growth in recent years, consumers
concerns regarding ethical issues surrounding
online shopping also continue to increase. The
vast majority of earlier research on this area is
conceptual in nature and limited in scope by
focusing on consumers' privacy issues.

Utilization of the internet has become one of
the important online marketing channels and
medium. Every business individual needs to focus
on the customer's perception of improving the
security, in order to maintain long term
relationship. The customers depend on the
internet for gathering the information as well as
for purchases electronically and become loyal to
the organization or a particular brand of the
product they are interested in.

From a business point of view, e-commerce
is not restricted to the purchase of a product; it
includes communication platforms that a
company may offer to its customers over
network, from pre- purchase information to after-
sale services and support. E-commerce has
several cases led to a growth of markets in the
direction of perfect markets of financial side. The
implication of the internet as a market platform
facilitates access to information and reduces
barriers to access. Security and privacy is one
of the major and important factors of online
marketing. For a successful business relationship,
security is usually considered as the critical
component in the relationship marketing pattern.
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E-loyalty:

Trust is an important condition of successful
commercial transaction. It aims to recognize
relevant factors of trust and create how these
influence potential buyers' decisions to interact
with sellers. Trust is of high significance in e-
commerce as customers often have little
knowledge of sellers and must deal with doubt,
uncertainty and risks. Higher levels of trust lead
to more commercial transactions. Strategies to
maintain trust are effective in establishing
positive frame of mind among consumers, while
causes of negative events have a negative
impact on consumer mind. Increased internet
traffic and the complexity of companies in
tracking the traffic have made privacy a vital
issue in e-commerce. Trust makes consumers
comfortable sharing personal information,
making purchases and establishes customer
loyalty. E-loyalty intention offers the
dependence and identification of the products
or services of a web site. E-loyalty is defined
as the intention to make repurchase from the
same web site.

Conclusion:

E-commerce has become an important part
of everyday life for consumers during the
twenty-first century. The variety of services in
e-commerce has broadened in recent years
and consumers have adopted those services
as part of their everyday lives. An ethical issue
such as consumer trust in e-commerce is an
individual, local and social matter combined
with the technological side. Consumers with
horizontal individualism and with horizontal as
well as vertical collectivism tend to hold higher
awareness of e-seller's ethics.

- Fr. Alok Toppo, DVK, Bengaluru

O Death! Where is your sting?
Tribute to Rev. Fr. Mathew Thundiyil

Death strikes...
Though sure that it will;

It pains when it kills.

It kills and carries away.
The rest it shatters and scatters
To gather and slaughter later.
Life and death: the arch-rivals;
When the race ends, Death revels.
Life mothers death
Death smoothers its mother.
Life, the seed of Death
Grows and begets death
Death negates life and yet
It is not real, a lie,

Death lurks in darkness
Like shadow behind master,
Life unveils Death 'n' reveals
Her own grandure
To shame death in all her vanity.
Luke M.

St. Theresa's School,
Kosi Kalan (Mathura)
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Family Bible Quiz 2022 (3): Results

LAITY
S.MNo. Name Parish “:E' Ir::d Rank

1. | Manju Kujur St Joseph’s. G. Noida 457/460 1

2. | Hema St. Peter’s. Bharatpur 456/460 11

3. | Thomas St. Peter’s, Bharatpur 456/460 [

4. | Shashikala St. Peter’s, Bharatpur 455/460 11

5. | Sankalp Nishkalanka Matha, Jaith 455/460 11

6. | Rajesh David St John's, Firozabad 455/460 111

7. | Parveen Shekhar | Cathedral, Agra 455/460 11

8. | Nidhi Horo St. Fidehs, Aligarh 455/460 11

9, | Meeka Thomas 5t. John's, Firozabad 455/460 1l
CONSOLATION PRIZE

1. | Mariam Soreng St. Mary’s. Noida 454/460 |

2. [ Nancy Paul_ St Mary's, Agra 4547460

3. | Tom K. Mathew St. Fidelis, Aligarh 454/460

4. | Nisha St. Joseph's, G. Noida 454/460

5. | Shashi Samuel St. Fidelis, Aligarh 454/460

6. | Ranjeeta Toppo Cathedral. Agra 453/460

7. | James Frank 5t. Thomas, Sikandra 453/460

&, | Anushka Thomas St. Thomas, Sikandra 453/460

9. | Karishma St Francis Hathras 453/460

10 Stephan Alexander | Cathedral, Agra 453/460

11] Divya Baghe Sacred Heart, Mathura 452/460

12] Anisha Bara St Jude, Kaulakha 452/460

13 Anita Lawrence St. Thomas, Sikandra 452/460

14] Jewel Lakra St. Fidelis, Aligarh 452/460

15] Susamma Mathew | St. Theresa, Kosikalan 452/460

16 5.P. Beck St. Joseph's, G. Noiwda 452/460

17] Bhanu Cathedral. Agra 452/460

18] Megha Mathew St. Mary’s, Agra 451/460

18] Neetu Woodword Holy Family. Tundla 451460

20 Sabu T.J St. Francis Xavier, Etah 451460 |
RELIGIOUS/PRIESTS

1. | Br. Pradeep Bara M.V.P., Etmadpur 458460 I

2. | Fr. Tony D’ Almeida | St. Peter’s. Bharathpur 457/460 1]

3. | Fr. Louis Xess St. Lawrence, Agra 456/460 11T

4. | Sr. Jositta FSLG St. Joseph’s Convent, G.Noida 456/460 111
CONSOLATION PRIZE

1. | Br, BalaTejaSagar | M.V.P., Etmadpur 455/460

2. | Sr. Jhancy CHF Holy Family Convent, Agra 455/460 |

3. | Sr. Ambrosia M.C | Missionaries of Charity, Agra 455/460 |

Hearty Congratulations to all winners! — Team Agradiance.
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St. Devasahayam

Devasahayam Pillai is the
first Indian layman to get
sainthood born on April 23,
1712 in a Hindu upper caste
family in Kanyakumari. He
worked at Travancore
i palace. He was an official in
the court of Travancore's
Maharaja Marthanda Verma when
he was instructed into the Catholic
faith by a Dutch naval commander.

After converting to Christianity
in 1745 he took the name
"Devasahayam" which in
Malayalam translated to "God is my
help". He went on to fight against
caste discrimination and while
preaching he particularly insisted on
the equality of all the people. This
aroused the hatred of the higher ,
classes and he was arrested in 1749. After
enduring increasing hardship, he received the
crown of martyrdom when he was shot on 14
January 1752.

Devasahayam was declared 'Blessed' on
December 2, 2012 in Kottor 300 years after his
death. He was chosen for the sainthood after a
woman in her seventh month of pregnancy
testified to a 'miracle’ after praying to him in 2013.

The women said that her foetus had been declared
‘medically dead' and there was no movement.
However, she said she experienced movement
after praying to the martyr. The Vatican accepted
this and recognised Devasahayam for sainthood.

His mortal remains were interred inside what
is now Saint Francis Xavier's Cathedral in
Kottoor, Nagercoil. In 2004, the diocese of
Kottoor along with Tamil Nadu Bishops' Council
of India recommended Devasahayam for
beatification. He was declared
blessed by Kottor diocese in 2012.
He was approved for sainthood in
February in 2020 for "enduring
increasing hardships" after deciding
to Christianity while clearing
Devasahayam for sainthood in
2020, the Vatican dropped "Pillai"
from his name and referred to him
as 'Blessed Devasahayam'. This
was following the protests that
'Pillar’ (Devasahayam's former caste
name) defeats the purpose of what Devasahayam
stood for, so the Vatican removed it.

Saint Devasahayam stood for equality and
fought against casteism and communication. His
sainthood comes at a time when India, is facing
a surge in communalism. This canonization is a
great opportunity for the Church to stand against
the prevailing communal poison.

Jibi Lukose, St. Mary's Church, Agra

JUNE

05 B.D. Fr. John D'Cunha
07 D.A. Fr. Johnson C.
10 B.D. Fr. Santiago Raj
11. B.D. Fr. G. Xavier

12 B.D. Fr. Alok Toppo

DATES TO REMEMBER (JUNE-JULY)

13 B.D. Fr. Roy Dolphus

JULY

01 B.D.Fr. Suresh K. D'Souza

08 B.D. Fr. Johnson M. A.

22 B.D. Fr. Mathew Kumblumoottil
31 B.D. Fr. Viniversal D'Souza

[21]

TUNE & JULY - 2022///d




St. Peter's College, Agra releases
Dodransbicentennial (175th Anniversary)
Academic Calendar

Agra, 13 May; The year 2021 represents an
historic year in the annals of St. Peter's College,
Agra: itis the 175th anniversary of the founding
of the College. Commemorating this milestone
1s an occasion to not only look back at where
we have been but also to look ahead to what is
on the horizon; to remember and appreciate what
we have accomplished and assess our impact,
land imagine what the institution can become in
the future. It is also an occasion to take stock
and see what i1s to be done for the future
development of the institution.

The Dodransbicentennial celebrations could
not be materialized owing to the pandemic
COVID-19. The long series of celebrations that
was cancelled last year will now be held during
the academic year 2022-23.

Since 1846, St. Peter's College has shaped
tens of thousands of students, igniting and
transforming their hearts and minds. The Alumni
of St. Peter's are spread across the length and

breadth of the country and overseas. Over the
years they have adorned positions of
responsibility at the highest level requiring trust,
confidence, ability and character - all of which
were nurtured in St. Peter's. But wherever they
have been, they have lived up to the motto of the
school, Palma Non Sine Pulvere (there is no palm
of victory without a struggle). Our inspirational
and incredible alumni continue to make an impact
on society and the lives of others. They stand up
against injustice and explore the shared humanity
through different fora in the society.

Many have given their sweat and blood to
make the institution what it is today. Those who
helmed the institution were men of calibre,
character and capabilities and also dedicated
spiritual leaders. These pioneers, left no stone
unturned to make St. Peter's College an institution
to reckon with.

This special calendar reviews and shares the
stories of all those luminaries who have helped
make St. Pete's College what it is today. The
people who were at the helm especially the
Bishops, especially the Most Rev. Dr. Joseph
Anthony Borghi O C, the founder, his successors
and the Principals were visionaries who contributed
exponentially to the growth of the institution.

The portraits and photographs that are
presented in the calendar give information about
our Founder, Rectors, Principals, teachers and
all others who have made an impact on St.
Peter's. Besides, important phases of St. Peter's
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College's rich history are highlighted along with
the depiction of everyday life on this sprawling
and beautiful campus.

The calendar also sheds light on the activities,
both academic and co-curricular, that the College
intends to take up during the academic year.

A world of hard work had gone into the
making of the Calendar, the brunt was borne by
our Principal, Rev. Fr. Andrew Correia, who
conscientiously, passionately and painstakingly
rummaged through the albums in the archives
sifting, screening and arranging the photographs
in the order of chronology and importance to
which this Calendar is a testimony.

Speaking on the occasion the Principal, Rev.
Fr. Andrew Correia, said that it was for the first
time in the annals of the College such a calendar
was being made which is also a mine of
information as far as the history of the College
was concerned.

The Principal, Rev. Fr. Andrew Correia,
thanked everyone associated with the work
namely Dr. Antony A. P., Mrs. Soosy Antony,
Mr. Sharad Upadhyay and Mr. Praji Varghese.

Dr. Antony A. P. said, "Though much labour
has gone into the making of this calendar no claim
to perfection can be made. Shortcomings exist,
one of these is that despite sincere attempts, the
photographs of some dignitaries who visited the
College and teachers who served the institution
for long periods could not be obtained."

The calendar was released on 13th May 2022
in a short but solemn function. Mr. Ashfaq Saifi,
Chairman, Minority Commission, Govt. of Uttar
Pradesh, was the Chief Guest.

Speaking on the occasion the Chief Guest said
that he was happy to be in such an institution
basking in 175 years of grandeur, glory and
excellence, adding that the education imparted

in St. Peter's groomed the students to become
successful and fruitful citizens of the country.
The programme was anchored by Mrs. Soosy
Antony; Mrs. Jennifer N. Singh proposed the
vote of thanks. - Dr. Antony A. P.

We Ufeaw ==, emmT o
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et At S A 799 fiom & ar # af=a
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M.C.'s Day Out!

Agra 20-21 June. "All work and no play
makes Jack a dull boy" believing in this saying,
our Missionaries of Charity Sisters, Agra
arranged a Day Out (half day outing) for their
inmates (divyang children).

On the first day i.e. 21st June, young boys
were taken to Shark, newly started water park,
near Rohta on the outskits of Agra-Gwalior
Road. Rev. Sr. Vincy Paul and Clary
accompanied them, whereas on the second day
divyang girls had the wonderful outing. This time
Sr. Celestine and Sr. Adlene joined them.

The children enjoyed to the maximum at
various swings, water tubes and jhoolas etc.
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Their joy and happiness was explicitely shining
on their innocent faces. Later the children had a
lovely lunch at a nearby restaurant, before
returning Premdaan, Agra.

- Mukti Elizabeth & Priya David, Agra
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Month of June dedicated to the

Sacred Heart of Jesus
Jesus, meek eI humble of heart
make my heart like unto thine.

my yohke I.ﬂ"? |
upon Yo ; |

and learn +\ /o humble of

haart.”

Matthew 11:25

The celebration of the Feast of The Sacred
Heart, reminds us that, to God no one is
definitively lost (Ezekiel 34:11-16). Never! The
feast reminds us of the constant care and
concern that God has, even now for each one

of us and the whole Universe (Lk 15:3-7).
The Sacred Heart of Jesus challenges us to love
others as Jesus loves, selflessly, unconditionally
and sacrificially, and to express this love in humble
and loving service done to others (Rom 5:5-
11). Just as Christ is so easily available to us,
we must also be to each other. Our hearts
become stony and insensitive through our daily
exposure to acts of cruelty, terrorism, injustice
and impurity. Hence God prescribes a change
of heart through His prophet Ezekiel (Ez 11:19-
20) to make our hearts soft, large and sensitive:
"Twill give them a new heart and put a new spirit
within them; I will remove the stony heart from
their bodies and replace it with a natural heart."
Let us ask Jesus to make our hearts like His.
Sacred Heart Feast is celebrated on third Friday
after Pentecost.
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Archdiocest

At A Glance

Nuncio's Visit to St Fidelis Church, Aligarh

We can't hold Destiny and Time, we can't
hold heart beats and life, but we can hold one
thing and that is, the good memories of precious
moments. The Apostolic Nuncio to India
Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli's visiton 19 June
2022 to our St Fidelis Church, Aligarh was a
privileged and graced moment for our Fidelian
Family. On the Solemnity of the Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ, the Holy Eucharist
was presided over by His Excellency
Archbishop Leopoldo and concelebrated by Fr
John Roshan the Parish Priest, Charles Toppo
the Asst. Priest, Fr Sunny the Dean, Fr Jose
Akkara, Fr Elias Correira, Fr Marian Lobo, Fr
Amit, Fr. Arul Kumar and Fr Stephen
Fernandes who assisted the Nuncio. The Nuncio
serves both as the ambassador of the Pope to
the President of India and as a delegate between
the Catholic hierarchy in India and the Vatican.

The Nuncio was accorded a warm welcome
and he, along with the priests representing the
diocese, were led to the church in a procession
by carrying decorative customary umbrellas,
held beautiful flags, showering of rose petals

and a traditional dance. The well decorated
church altar, the presence of a modest number
of faithful and the youth with its celestial
rendition set up a prayerful ambience.

Briefing upon the historical and commercial
importance of Aligarh and the establishment of
the Church, he said we need to live the virtues
of our Patron, St Fidelis. In the midst of a
pluralistic culture, we Christians need to be
faithful witnesses of Christ, to proclaim the love
of God. Nourished by the precious Body and
Blood of Christ we are called to give of
ourselves and experience the miracle of
receiving God's abundant blessings.

While imparting the final blessing on behalf
of the Pope, Archbishop Leopoldo exhorted
three points to live by - To be faithful to the
Church- To have daily family prayers and not
to miss the Sunday Eucharistic celebrations from
which we draw strength to live our Christian
life.

To be faithful citizens of the country and
follow the laws and as Christians to be
outstanding in honesty and promoters of peace
in our place of work and the society.

He reminded each one of us the obligation
to be faithful in caring for the earth, helping the
poor and be protectors of ecological stability.

The Nuncio also visited Savio Nav]Jeevan
Bal Bhawan and was happy to meet the
children. He appreciated the challenging ministry
and said that works like these reveal the true
face of the church and keep the hope of the
future alive.

Sr. Joanita Fernandes, F'S, Aligarh
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XVIII National Council Meeting
of CDPI in Mysore

The eighteenth national council meeting of the
Conference of the Diocesan Priests of India
(CDPI) was held on 17-19 May 2022 in
Prabodhana, the Pallotine Theologate, Mysore.
More than seventy diocesan priests from the Latin
Rite dioceses of India participated in the meeting.
Rev. Fathers Santhosh D'sa and Saji Palamattom
represented the Archdiocese of Agra for the
same. The central theme of the meeting was
"Synodality in the Life and Mission of the Church
in India."

The convention began with the Holy
Eucharistic celebration presided over by the
Most Rev. Thomas Antony Vazhapilly, the bishop
Emeritus of the diocese of Mysore. This was
followed by the enriching seminar on the above
mentioned theme. The keynote address was
delivered by Rev. Dr. Jacob Prasad who is the
General Editor of POC, Cochin. He explained
in detail how the ongoing synod on synodality
must be made personal by every priest so that it
becomes a way of life in the Church. Most Rev.
Udumala Bala, the bishop of Warangal and the
Chairman of CCBI Commission for the Clergy,
in his presidential address spoke about synodality
as the new hope of reviving the Church and
making her more relevant to the life of the people
of God.

Day two began with an inaugural address by
the National President of CDPI Rev. Fr. Michael
Anikuzhikattil. He praised Rev. Fr. Jacob Prasad
for his well reflected thoughts on Synodality and
hoped that the Holy Father's call to this Synod
on Synodality becomes a true way forward for
the Church. Rev. Fr. Vincent B. Wilson, resource
person spoke on the following points:

1. Inverted Pyramid Model

2. ABottom-up Approach

3. Without Communion, No Participation and
Mission

4. One Church - Many Faces

5. Exercise of Synodal Process in Everything

6. Mission as Witnessing

7. Facilitatior - A New Concept of Leadership

8. Alternate Methods of Decision Making

9. Community Living

10. Ministry Beyond Borders

The discussions and deliberations came to an
end on 19th May with the group dynamics and
reporting session followed by the drafting of the
action plan.

Bishop Udumala Bala informed all the
participants that the CCBI has appointed Rev.
Fr. Charles Leon of Trivandrum diocese as the
new Secretary to the CCBI commission for the
Clergy, Religious and of Vocations. He thanked
the outgoing secretary Rev. Fr. [rudaya Raymond
Joseph of Sivagangai diocese for his selfless and
systematic way of leading the Commission.

- Fr. Saji Palamattom
Secretary - ARPC, Agra Region

394t Stra w18 Ugane fFrfar ww=
3TRT ht ST TERE
HFTFETS (TRER) 20 H7-7 A1 AT
ehellfereh 92 Yeiive (S |l o1 TH) 3TRI &

F AGRADIANCE ///4

[30]

TUNE & JULY - 2022///d




B TS 304 Ue of Wt (S aied uga™
forfer) iR TR & wnfraem wef B, TRER
T 20 5 9§ 7 SA T HHCIYEsh qH= I |
Torfer # 58 garp—Fafadi 7 9rT foran | faema |
X FHYTT AR i Sufeafd Terg W@ | ffar
T 10 WA 1230 Tl o BHA-BEAIS A 90 fora |
forfer & & ® 7-9 A e SeATfcqeh |IEAT

R FEI fora | ererifer Rt aEwi H wfaad
311 Trfer STt feren ST &, fohg oTimRT §
sifom garee RIfaR g auif 98 915d HIeT (316
foreTg) STE® emgehtieed & JAE 9 TS
[ERIRICIEIE

Teh 31T & FTHR 39 98 Jo YRy fohu
T 39 fRifa 1 e 3q294 o1 gansti ol 7

(fEie) =1 gansii 7 9y = |1 UeH <eH o |
AT 1 HATeH WS ¥HI & qAfed, I Ja
faeeTe Ud T Tl 163 WhieY e WY
q femam

3 o g 1 A
R B B
'y = - ; YNy ‘,.;"_
forfer ® iga | TR wd Toia fasEl S9-
FHATga w1 sfae™, dfas aefdae, d.d9tdl.,
FAHME gHAY], STHE HeY § IRER i fheh,
Hefifer Aqcd, Ho 9F, Hifear 1 TGRS
R forga ==t &1 | ffer & <SR ganedi &
gt g & fau fafos Baws, A
FHfH T Ffafiamd oft et it T2, fSen
A A W = fomn | o feq & oo &
fere gans®i 1 Herel Man 5 T SR
QfaT (AT T ST 74 | RS YT o ST
e wd S & & e Sftee faent
o ITIGAR T |
T 7@ IR T foh ganstt & 39 Aewqul
forforR § PR SR SRR e & Fgared 3

SRR hefiferen fova™ § 9ge s (%Y
TRIHYF) , S&(T gansit s uEt siaq & fo
qRfEd I T T Felee Sl age <Al |
forma 39 el 39 getee ffer # o qfed
Td yHEEfE w9y w5 A § TR e

ffor & 39 oo & sfae™ # 3&H =g 9
RadH gU | I8 TRIfoR Teh JehR & STt STeett
TeIM @il ST @ 7| g 39 Jeree fifer &
T R S (FreHreRTe fofer) & ' |
LA | TEHT 3TAY Tk TR F TR 376 0TS
T o ® T ¥ gy IR U gwe
TR T 3-4 g &1 W@ W T aAfeemte
i SR ufeer sue R H oS ot 3 9
& S § 1 ufders g9eh SR H agd A
e (AT) o o7ifE @ s g, fRe ot afom
T o M U1 | FTelich 9gd TR T ool
fawa 1 30 fofer & SR vern-Twemen S
%, oifer %o fawa ganei a1 eewfia & w2
I € - 3¢ ot S5 1 ST § | W Jetmee,
TR Sftad, JHEET Sfied, qfas amfed,
FHeATEd i Sfaerd W faRiy =F fau M &t
ST ¥

I sHifea Sitaq @& qga Rifar &
IHEHICIR & Ifd TR Yehe hil =edl & | 79
Ft S 7, o 31 a1t oot # eAfyes 9 s

P AGRADIANCE ///A

[31]

JTUNE & JULY - 2022///4




T TEATII 1 Felel ST, S HaE,
IRifedsh Td MRETReE S & STHal bl GAl-
HHSAT STRAT |

Two Jesuit Priests among three Killed
in Church in Northern Mexico

Two elderly Jesuit priests were among three
people killed on Monday 20 June 2022 inside a
church in Chihuahua state, northern Mexico.

The third person had sought refuge inside the
church in the village of Cerocahui before all three
were killed according to a statement from the
Chihuahua state government.

In a statement, the Society of Jesus, the
Religious Order also known as the Jesuits,
condemned the killings of the two priests.

It also asked Mexican authorities to recover
their bodies, which it said had been removed from
the church "by armed individuals," according to
the statement.

In a separate statement, the organization
identified the priests as Javier Campos Morales,
79, and Joaquin César Mora Salazar, 80.

The Society also asked for increased
protection for the residents of Cerocahui and the
wider Sierra Tarahumara region.

A predator could have sent hundreds of
blackbirds crashing to their death in Mexico

Violent attacks are a problem in the region,
which the Society described as under-policed.

Following the killings, Mexico's National
Guard and Ministry of Defense mounted an
operation to secure the area, according to
authorities.

During his morning press conference on
Tuesday, Mexican President Andrés Manuel
Lépez Obrador also said that authorities are
"looking into the situation."

"It's an area with a strong presence of
organized crime," he said. "It appears that there
is already some information on those who were
possibly responsible for these crimes."

Catholics in India welcome the Vatican
announcement about the appointment of
the first Dalit as a cardinal.

The elevation of
Archbishop Anthony
Poola of Hyderabad
among 21 new cardinals
created by Pope Francis
was announced on May
29.

Another Indian
prelate, Archbishop
Filipe Neri Antonio
Sebastao di Rosario Ferrao of Goa and Daman,
is also became a cardinal.

"It is a proud moment for all Indians
irrespective of their caste and creed," Franklin
Caesar Thomas, coordinator of the National
Council of Dalit Christians (NCDC), told UCA
News.

Archbishop Poola's elevation comes after
decades of protests by Dalit Catholic groups
seeking the appointment of their community
people to "greater servanthood." There was also
a demand for an Indian Dalit rite in the Catholic
Church.
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